


CUSTODY AND DISPOSAL OF SECRET DOCUMENTS ISSUED BY THE CHIEF OF THE STAFF 
1. This docnment is to be trented rs n "SECRET " work, 

null will be kept in tho personal custcdy oE th13 oltici,rl to m l ~ ~ ~ m  
i t  is issue11 or sub~eqllelltly trnusferred, iri nccordanc<~ wilh tkd 
orders containd in King's Regulrtions and the O5cial Seorets 
Act. 

9. When an official to whom seoret doouments have been 
issued vacntes hie sppoiatmeot, or is tranrferred, or is relirveil 
of his duties for airy period, the doouments i n  his posses.ion 
musk bo yc.rsonally Inado over to his succescor. 

9. Au officerto whnm secret docnmants are issnod mill kcep 
e list of ~ u c h  dlcuments in his charge, whioh List will bo 
co rnpad  wlren tnlting over the doouments wit11 the ~eceipt 
for111 then signed. Any deficiency noticed thel~.  nh nt : I ~ J .  
other time, shoi~ld nt once be raported, tbrougll the l~stlol 
channel, to the Ch~cf  of Ihe St& and immpdiate steps be tnkon 
to trace the missing dooument and fit the responsib~lity for 
its loss. 

4 Attentiou ia direoted to the letter reproduoed opposite. 

Copy of n lettor from tlro Adjntn~ I Qellrr.ll in 1111li:r. to t l~v 
I , i e ir lono~i t s -G~IIB~:L~ Commn~idiu~,  No. 6A4-A., ,'Ofliccra- 
L)iscipline," dated Bolt \I illiam, t l~u  17th Narc11 lIlO.1. 

I t  has come to tlre notice of t,hc Cnmmandcr-in-Chief tlini 
notntithst:~nding tho ver: r 'e:~r n ~ ~ d  p:roisr older* n hic '  11 :\.I, 
fro111 tinlc t o  tinre bceu i s s ~ ~ t l d  ~ I I  CI I IUTP thv S C ~ C I \ . I . ~  i' citll.tl- 
ments. there l~avc been in.hllcc.s rt.ceirlly whoru tlic ~ ~ r l i h l  rv- 
prelie~~sildu laxity has b c e ~ ~  shown in t l ~ c  obrervnr~ce 111: t1111pc 
orders. 

2, This laxity can obviously only havc i ~ r i s t ' ~ ~  ~ I O I U  B m ~ n t  ,*I' 
adequate :~pp~.cc.in!Iii~i of tl~clre~p~~n.iibilit,v Y ~ ~ I ~ I I ; .  l l l , n l ,  ~i:n*o 
to n.l~oso cnlc thcsci~:~pr t r~:m~ sr twt  d i ~ c n n ~ ~ w t s  II : IVC bc .II ell. 
trnaled, a u ~ i  iu ordrr thnt ~h ,re m ,y bo I I O  r n i a u ~ ~ d ~ ~ r s l s ~ i d i ~ ~ ~  
in Lhe folnrt, nu to thc ~.orioiis nnturu of thcse resl~~.nsibili~ies, 
tlre Commander-in-Chid aishes nll col~cerncd to 11e informed 
that he i~lteuda to tuke the severest no~ioe of any future neglect 
of the orders. 

3. Under His Excellenoy's directions a copy of this letter 
mill be ~t taohed to ull documents, theseoret nature of which 
may necessitute their being issued for the personal iuformatiou 
of thorn ooncerned. 
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P R E F A C E .  

I was appointed British Agent a t  Kabul on the 5th March 1907, and held the 
post without interruption for three years and four months. I made over charge 
of my office a t  Peshawar on the afternoon of the 5th July 1910. During my 
incumbency, I was afforded an  opportunity of accompanying the Amir on his tour 
through Afghanistan which lasted for about seve-I months. I visited Ghazni, 
Kandahar, Herat, Maimana, &lazar-i-Sharif, Aibak, Ghori, Khawak, etc. A 
detailed report on this tour was submitted to the Government of India in 1908. 
I also submitted various other reports on the politicalsituation in Afghanistan 
in obedience to orders received, from time to time, from the Foreign Department 
of the Government of India. Some of the conclusions arrived a t  in this report 
will be found to conflict with those previously expressed by me. The latter, I 
must point out, were formed somewhat hurriedly, and without sufficient data. 
Now t1i:it I am in possession of further facts, and have had ample leisure to deli- 
berate over t,he questions, and study them from all points of view, the opinions 
expressed in the present work may be considered as final. 

SIJILA ; 
PAICIR SAIYID IFTIKHAR-UD-DIN. 

The 19th September 1910. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE AMIR. 

The Amir's near relalivtx-The late Amir Abdur Rahman died in 1901, 
leaving five sons and two durughters, of whom Habibulla Khan succeeded to the 
throne of Kabul on the 5th October 1901 a t  the age of about 30 years ; and in the 
following year got, through his brother, Sardar Nasrulla Khan, the title of Siraj-ul- 
millat-waddin " (Lamp of the Nation and Faith). 

The other sons of the late Amir are :- 
(i) Sardar Nasmlla Khan, age 36 years. 

(ii) Sardar Aminulla Jan, age 25 years. 
(iii) Sardar Muhammad Umar Jan, age 21 years. 
(iv) Sardar Ghulam Ali Jan, age 20 years. 

Sardar Nasrullu Khan is the real brother of Amir Habibulla Khan, having 
been born of the same mother. The other three Sardars are born of clifferept 
mothers. Sardar Aminulla Jan's n:otl?l r was :: concubi~~.~. Sardar Muhamntd 
Umar Jan's mother is Bibi IIalima alias Bobo Jan, the i~ifluential wife of the late 
Anlir. Ghulam Ali Jan's mother is a Saiyid by caste, and came hom Afghan 
Turkistan. 

With the exception of Sardar Nasmlla Khan, the Naib-ul-Saltanat, the othe, 
brothers of the Anlir are practically powerless, and lead more or less secluded lives. 

Sardar Nasrulla Khan-Is a middle-sized man, of meagre constitution, and has 
a florid complexion. He wears a 13ng h a r d ,  and is a " RIulla " to all appearances, 
though a t  the bottom of his heart he is a very clever and intriguing person. He 
pretends to be very obedient in all inatters to the Amir, but suficient reasons exist 
to doubt his sincerity. He is always entertaining hopes of assuming hereafter the 
dignity and title of " Amir " some day. He holds the rank of Naib-ul-Saltanat 
(Viceroy), and has unlimited powers in State affairs. He also has a, hand in military 
affairs, and is still invested with powers to nominate Captains and Subedar;; in the 
army, but avoids interfererice linowingly, or has rare opportunities to exercise his 
pomcrs. The real side of his character is revealed, when one observes striking imita- 
tions of French iasllions inside the liarem. Hc is extremely fond of pleasure, but 
by great skill is enabled to safeguard himself froni public exposure, and succeeds in 
passing himself off as a " Mulln. " He has only one son, named Azizulla, about 19 
years of age. The boy does not seem to have been brought up well, and looks a 
fool. The Sardnr has also got a daughter, who is old enough to be married. I t  k 
very probable that she might be married to one of the Amir's sons. 

Sardar Alninulla Jan-Is a young and handsome man, but has not been brought 
up well, and has now passed the age of tuition. He is addicted to " charas, " and 
thougli he nominally holds the post of " Sardar-i-RIadafa " (Director of Military 
Stores and Munitions of War), he spends most of his time in the harem. 

Sardar Muhanzmad Umar Jan.-During the lifetime of the late Amir, i t  was 
popularly believed thro~~gholit  Afghrcr.ist,an , that Muhammad Unlar Jan  would 
succeed to the throne, on account of his mother's great influence with the late 
Amir, arid even Habibulla Khan and Nasrulla Khan feigned great respect for Lim, so 
long as Abdur Rahman was alive. Umar Jan is a dull man ; mcl is always haunted 
by the idea that Amir Habibulla has usurped the throne, to which he was rightly 
entitled by reason of his high birth. The large number of young and beautiful 
girls lrept by his mother in the harem has turned him into a complete idler. He 
drinks secretly, and has grown very fat. He nominally holda charge of the 
Workshops, and has been given the rank of Sardar-i-Sanai " (Director of Arts, 
Industry, and Workshops). 

Sardar Ghulana Ali Jan-Was born and brought up in Mazar-i-Sharif. The 
Amir brought him to Kabul in 1907. He is intelligent, and is capable after a short 
training of doing good work. He, however, keeps bad company, md i t  is come- 
quenljly feared that he may contract bad habits. 
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The ~ m ; ~ ' ,  s;slcrs.-Of the two sisters 01 the Amir, onewas betrothed, du- 
the lifetime of the late Amir, to Colonel Yunis Khan, son of Sardar Yusaf Khan 
(oon of Amir Dost Muhammad Khan), but the marriage did not take   lace in the 
lifetime of Abdur Rahman. After his father's death, Amir Habibulla married her 
~o her betrothed husband Yunis Khan, but she never lived with him, and always 

ersisted that PS her father did not give her in marriage, she could not accept 
Punis Khan aa her husband. She died two yeara after her nominal marriage. 
The other sister, who ie now in thc prime of youth, has expressed her wish, and 
has given in writing fa the Amir, that she will never marry, and will lead a life of 
celibacy. 

The Arnir's Harm.-The Amir had six wives, but a t  the time of his accessioa 
to the throne, he divorced two of them in strict obedience to Muhammadan I:Lw. 
The wives who have been divorced are receiving maintenance allowancee, and have 
been given permission to re-marry, but through fear of the Amir, nobody would 
ask their hand in marriage ! 

The Amir has now got four wives, and separate houses have been allotted to 
each of them, inside as well as outside the Ark. The favourite wife-Her Majesty 
(Ulya Hazrat) " Siraj-ul-Khawatin " (Sun of the Ladies), permanently resides in 
the Ark, and the other three visit i t  only occasionally. A flag is hoisted on the 
house occupied by the Ulya Hazrat, and she receives a salute of 21 guns. She 
has also some hand in State malters. The Ulya Hazrat has a separate staff of 
courtiers and Secretaries, one of whom is the Amir's own sister. The Ulpa 
Hazrat holds Durbrrrs a t  which the assembly are served with refreshments. Her 
special courtiers are :- 

(i) The sister of General Akram Khan alias Kako Jan, and a widow of the 
late Amir. 

(ii) The widow of the late Sipah Salar Ghulam Hsider Khan, Charkhi. 

Both of them, especially the former, have got great influence over the Queen. 
They serve as useful agents in restoring harmony between their mist,ress and the 
Amir, ~f either of them becomes angry. The Ulya Hazrat can ride a horse astride. 
Her riding dress consists of a bonnet, thick gauze-veil, and an overcoat, which 
covers the whole body. The under garment consists of breeches, a small coat, 
end boots. In her rides she is always accompanied by about two dozen courtiem 
(ladies), who also ride astride, and are dressed just like their mistress. 

The second wife 19 a daughter of Sardar Yu~af  Khan, and has the title Ulye 
J a m b  Nur-ul-Harem " (Her Highness the Light of the Harem). She lives like 
an European, having been educated by an European nurse in India. 

The third wife is known as " Ulya Jah Badr-ul-Hatem " (Her Excellency the 
Moon of the Harem). She is the step-daughter of Amir Muhammad Khan, Sipah 
Salar- She lives in retirement, and has a position, and large emoluments from 
tbe State. 

The fourth wife is called" Ulya Rutba Satr-ul-Harem " (Her Ladyship the 
I3onour of the Harem). She is the daughter of the late Sardar Ibrahim Khan, 
and has had no children up to this. 

Besides these wives, there ate numerous conoubines, whose numbers are being 
augmented from time to time. The Governors of outlying provinces send presents 
01 girls, who are carefully examine 1 b\r a medical man before their admission into 
the Harem. In June 19 '9, about thirty girls from the Logarh Ilaqa were presented 
to the Amir. They were first sent to the doctor for medical examination with s 
" ruqqa " (sup), a translatisn of which is given below, from Nek Muhammad Khan, 
Private Secretary : - 
" To 

Esteemed Doctor Wazir Muhammad Khan. 

Be i t  known that in compliance with His Majesty's order8 some girls have 
been imported from the Logar zlaga, and are staying in the house of Hafizulla'8 
mother. It i s  hereby written unto you that you ahould personally go to  the girb' 



rssidence, and oubmit a report an t o  their health, after inspection, to me, derotse 
of the Kingdom, eo that  the needful mey be done. " 

(Sd.) NEK MUHAMMAD. 
Dated Saturday, 14tA Jamadi-ul*wal, 1327 Hijra (5th June 1909). 

Sometimee the maiden girle of Maliks or Zemindars whose renown for beautv 
re~ches the palace, are summoned to the Harem and made concubines. The eople 
.f Afghanistan also take great pride in offering, of their own accord, their 8aueh- 
tprs to the Amir or his sons. In 1909 while the Amir was a t  Jalalabad, Malik 
lamail of Besud came there, accompanied by hie daughter, who rode in s 
palanquin. The girl was about sixteen years of age, and was dressed in the beet 
manner. She was sent inside the Harem to Ulya Hazrat as a present for her 
son. The girl stayed there for one night, and was returned on the following day 
to  her father as " disapproved. " 

On the whole the life of the Amir's concubines is pleasant, and the arrange- 
ments for their board and lodging are excellent. Each of the concubines has got 
separatc maid servants. Though the strict purdah system of the olden days is 
no longer observed in the Harem, arrangements nevertheless exist to secure due 
privacy of females. 

The Amir's children.-The Amir has got five eone, viz :- 
(1) Sardar Inayatulla Khan . . . . .. . . age 22 years. 
(2) ,, Hayatulla Khan . . . . . . . . ,, 22 ,, 
(3) ,, Amanulla Jan . . . . . . . . ,, 18 ., 
(4) ,, Kabirulla Jan .. . . . . . . ,, 15 ,, 
(5) ,, Asadulla Jan . . . . . . .. ,, 4 months. 

Sardar Znayatulla Khun's mother is the " Ulya Jah. " Sardar Amanulla 
Jan 's  mother is the " Ulya Hazrat, " the Amir's favourite and influential wife. 
Sardar Asadulla Jan's mother is the " Ulya Janab. " The mothers of Sardars 
Hayatulla J a n  and Kabirulla J a n  are Surities (concubines). Besides these 
sons, the Amir has got some more children from concubines, but they are too 
young to require any mention here. 

The Amir has got two daughters from the '* Ulya Hazrat," both of whom are 
unmarried. One has reached the marriageable age, but the other, named Sultan 
Jan, is only about seven years old. She lives entirely in the Western fashion, and 
can easily ride both horse and bicycle. One day Sultan Jan appeared in the 
Durbar, and r.he Amir remarked that he has always kept the girls in purdah, but 
Sultan Jan was too powerful to submit to this. 

Sardar Znayatulla Khan-Holds the rank of " Muin-us-Sultanat " (Helper 
of the State), in the Civil Department, and that of Sardar Salar in thl. Military 
Department. The Amir has a very good opinion of him, and the young Sardar 
seems to well deserve it. He has good control over his subordinates, and is 
obedient to his father. He shows great affection towards the Ulya Hazrat and her 
son Amanulla Jan, and has an attachment for his other brothers and uncles 
well. Like his father, he is also fond of Western manners; is quick witted, 
clever, and strict in his orders. He is not, however, regular in attending to work, 
and seems to have inherited from his father the habit of talking a great deal. 

In November 1909, he was married to Mahmud Beg Muhammadzai'e daugh- 
ter, whose mother is a lady of Asiatic Turkey, where Mahmud Beg had remained as 
an  exile for some time. On the 6th March 1910, a t  Jalalabad, n son was born to 
Sardar Inayatulla Khan by Mahmud Beg's daughter, and was named Khalil- 
ulla Jan. Though the boy was born four months after the marriage, 
t he  issue is considered legitimate. According to the Afghan custom, the betro- 
thal or engagement is looked upon as almost equal to nikulr (marriage), inas- 
much as the betrothal has the consent of both the parties and their parents. The 
women in Afghanistan have a well-known ~ r o v e r b  reproaching a betrothed 
girl if she has not had a child before her marriage. 

Sardar Amanulla Jan-Is the third son of the Amir. He is clever and inte. 
ligent. He is the head of the K h a d o r s  (Irregular Forcas), and has been given the 



title of " Ain-uq-sultnn,',t " (Eye of the Government). He is now in the prime 

of life, is n promising young Sardar. AS his mother is the Amir'e favourit0 
wife, he leads a very pleasant life, and has already been introduced to hosts of 
young and beautiful girls in the harem. 

The Amirls personal sta8.-Sardam Asaf Khan and Yusaf Khan, eons of 
Bnrdar Tehya Khan, are the chief courtiers of the Amir. These Sardars and the 
other members of their family were exiled by the late Amir Abdur Rahman Khan. 
They lived in I n h a  for some time with the ex-Amir, Yakub Khan. Before the 
late Amir7s death, they were allowed to return t o  Kabul a t  their own request. 
Alnir Abdur Rahman Khan granted them a maintenance allowance, but did not 
hold them in favour, and openly told them that as they were guilty of hereditary 
illsincerity and duplicit,y, they should keep themselves aloof from State affaira. 
After the late Amir's death, the present Amir made both the Sardars his own cour- ' 
tiers. Tlle Sardars are his great favourites, but sometimes they also receive a share 
of tllc Amir's temper. Sardar Yusaf Khan's daughter (the Ulya Janab) is married 
to thc A ~ r ,  but in virtue of this relation the Sardaz receives no preferential treat- 
ment at the hands of the Amir, though the connection serves as a surety for their 
faithiullless t o  the throne. Both the Sardars are sincere to each other, 2nd are 
sensible and level-headed. They are liberal in their views, and are not ill disposed 
tonrards the British Government. The sons of the Sardars hold good posts. 
Sardar J.saf Khan has got two sons-Sulaimaa Khan and Ahmed Shah Khan. 
The former is 3lilituy Secretary to the Amir, and the latter is the Compandant of 
the 3rd Body Guard. 

Sardar Yusaf Khan has got six sons, whose names are given below :- 

(i) Nadir Khan, General of the Ardalia Brigade. 

(it) Aziz Jan, Assistant Military Secretary. 

(iii) Hashim Khan, Commandant of the 1st Body Guard. 

( i v )  Shah Wali, Commandant of the 4th Body Guard. 

(v) blahmud Jan, Commandant of the 2nd Body Guard. 

(vi) Muhammad Ali, Colonel of the Shahi Awal Rissala. 

All these officials accompany the Amir on tour, and are models of Western 
fashion in Afghanistan. They possess good names and addresses. 

Tlie Ainir's Secretaries.-There are three Secretaries to the Amir :- 

(i) Military Secretary (Ishak Agha3i Nizami). 

(it) Civil Secretary (Ishak Aghasi Mullti). 

(iii) Private Secretary (Ishak Aghasi Hazuri). 

Sulaiman, son of Sardar Asaf Khan, fills the post already mentioned. He is 
a good-looking young man of cheerful disposition ; is sensible and hardworking. 

The post of Civilsecretary is held by Ali Ahmed Jan, son of the Loinab 
Khushdil Khan, and nephew of the Uly,a Hazrat. H e  remained for a long time 
with his father, as a refuge. in Rawalpindi, with Sardar Ayub Khan's 
party. He has read English and vernacular up to the Entrance standard 
under private tuition. He is a handsome young man, but careless, timid, and 
quite incompetent for the work entrusted to him. He is well fitted for outdoor 
work, but does not care about desk work. He is an extremist in his views against 
the British Government ; more I believe for the sake of show. 

Nzk Muhammad Khan is a young man of weak constitution, and is Private 
Gecretsry to the Amir. He was a page boy before he was appointed to his pre- 
sent post in 1909. He is a thorough gentleman of excellent character, and does 
his work with disinterestedness. He is allowed to go into the Harem, and both 
the Amir and the Ulya Hazrat show him great favours. He is intimately 
acquainted with His Majesty's disposition, and does not take undue advantage 
of his position. 





m,-.nt. He is extrcmcly bigotted and conservative, and though lle does not, like 
the prescllt ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l e ~ ~ t ,  ahd is a t  heart more inclined torvards 15ilrd.r N ; ~ s l . ~ l l ~  
I(h3n, he not u n d ~ r  any circunutances prefer the posses~ion of Afgh:tnifitaI1 
by 3 foreigll ruler. He has got a natural aversion to  Western rvays, but in order 
to keep t,he Amir in humour, wears English dress, and resorts t o  flattering 
terlls. He is unrivalled hi generosity, znd Snrdars are jealous of him on accol.nt of 
his popularity with the people. Though he is a man of ordinary intellect, he is 
diligent enough, and carries on his official work fairly well, without losing any 
opportunities for his own gain. He joins Sardar Nasrulla Khan in taking \7arioua 
items of receipts on lease, and though by reason of his office as Accou~l tan~ 
General, he is responsible for the full realisation of the State dues, he does not 
mind if his own lease money is not paid into the State Exchequer. 

(3) Sardars Asnf Khan and Yusaf Khaw, sons of Sardnr Yahya Khan.-I have 
illc1ude.d these Sardars on the personal staff of His Mnjcsty, an account of which 
has been given in the foregoing paragraph. I nzy ,  however, add here that  both 
of them are becoming wealthy, and are much envied by the public, in spite of their 
eff0rt.s to conceal their real influence. They do not generally commuuicnte wit11 
the other Sardars, and do not even visit Sardar Nasrulla Khan, except when 
accompanying His Majesty. Their only duty is t o  wait on the Amir. 

(4) -4,nir Mulm,mlnad Khan, Sipah SaZar.-I have already given an  account 
of this i1nport:xnt personage in chapter " Army, " and need not repeat i t  here. 

(5) Kazi Snnd-ud-din, the Kazi-161-Kuzzzt (Chief Judge)-Is a strict 
Rluhan~mndan, and a reasonable man of about 60 years. He was Governor of Hernt 
while the Boundary Commission was working on the Rnwo-Afghan frontier, 2nd 
his views became greatly enlightened during the course of his frequent dealings 
with the British, as  well as  the Russian officials. He is very amiable in his 
manners, and though fat and suffering from gout, he attends his court work 
regulzrly, and performs his official duties in a satisfactorj manner. I11 addition 
to his fixed salary and emoluments from the State, he has a good income from 
landed property, and is, on the whole, affluent. One of his daughters waa 
married to Amir Hnbibulla Khan, but the unfortunate lady was divorced a t  the 
time of t.he Arnir's accession. His Majesty seems favourably disposed t o ~ ~ n r d s  
her again. and it is possible she may regain the lost harem. The Kazi is 
a sincere friend of Sardar Nasrulla Khan, and his son, Abdul Karim Khan, 
Tahsildar, is also a constant companion of the Sardar. Kazi Saad-ud-din is 
popular. 

(6) fiamr Safar Ifhan-Is an important figure, and is one of the old trusted 
courtiers of the l:.te Amir. He holds the post of Amin-ul-Ittilaat " (head of the 
Intelligence Department), and is an intimate friend of Snrdar Nasrulla Khan. 
In  1909 he incurred the Amir's displeasure, owing to his having taken a part in 
the " Sir-i-Milli " with Dr. Abdul Ghani, but was soon restored to his former 
position. His son, who had also joined the plot, is still in jail. 

(7) Bibi Halima alias Bobo Jan-Is the widow of the late Amir, 
and mother of Sardar Mullammad Umar Jan. She was a most influential 
lady during the life of her husband, and Amir Habibulla Khan even now 
feigns great regard for her, though a t  heart he apparently dislikes her. 
Bibi Halima is tactful and wise, and always tries to remain friendly with 
the Amir's favourite wife. She is in possession of valuable jewels, a full list of 
which has been obtained by His Majesty. The Amir has strictly forbidden the 
sale of these jewels, and i t  is clear that he has indirectly taken possession of 
them. She does not take part in intrigues, but in the event of an exceptionally 
favourable opportunity, she is sure to show an active hostility towards the Amir, 
&om she considers an usurper of her son's rights. 

(8) Sardar Abdul Wahab Khan, Muhammadzai, the I '  Amin-u2-AIakatab " 
(Secretary in charge of correspondence)-Is a reasonable man of n timid disposition 
and courteous deportment. He is not anti-.British, though he frequently 
visits Sardar Nasrulla Khan. He is not a very wea!thp man, but a t  bhe 



finmc timc hna n suffiricnt income to afford him a fair ljvrlihood. H r  in  a t  
present dep11tc.d an 13ountlary Commission~r to reprcqcnt the Amir in settling 
intert1il)al cl~sputes, jointly with Mr. Jhnald, the firitis11 lioprrscntative. 

(") Sardar Yunta Khan, LI.ll~llamnmdzai. the Amitt-111- Ct'al,rh(6t (Octrnl; Ofice* 
a1 Kabulj-IN a simple and quiet man. In addition to his legitinlate duties, he 
hi s the tionour of lvaiting on His Majesty the Amir. Heis not very wa l t l  y, ancl is 
not uriduly ill-disposed towards the British Government. 

(10) Colonel Diwan Nirnnjan Dasa-Is a descendant of Birbal, who Fas 
favourite Minister of the fi1oghul Emperor, Akbar the Great. He  is in charge 
of the Amir's Private Treasury, and is a privileged Durhari. He discharges 
his duties in a conscientious and honest manner, and has a regard for his position. 
His ancestors settled in Kabul long ago, and the members of this fanlily have 
always been treated well by the rulers of Afghanistan, because of their prudent 
policy to discharge their official cluties nith disulterestedness, and to keep aloof 
from all sorts of intriyues and cliques. It is estimated that  the imnlovable pro- 
perty of the Diwan amounts to about seven lakhs of rupees. 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Rauf-Is a privileged Durbari, and a great Arabic 
and Persian scholar. He  translates Arabic newspapers into Persion for His 
Ali~jesty. He is much attached to Sardar Nasrulla Khan ; is an extreme bigot, and 
does not like the present Amir for his love of Western manners. His father wag 
killed in Kandahar a t  the hands of the late Amir for his support of Sardar A) ub 
Khan. 

(12) The Loinab Iihushdil Khan-Is a t  present the Governor of the Kabul 
province, but quite incompetent for the work entrusted to him. His official work 
1s chiefly performed by his brother, and he holds his position merely by reason 
of his being the nearest relation of the favourite nife  of the Amir. He is of a 
humorous disposition, and pleases the Amir by his cheerful conversation. His son, 
Ali Ahmed Jan, is Civil Secretary to the Amir, and runs his father close in incom- 
petency. 

(13) Sardar Muhammad Usnmn Khan, Muhammadzai, Governor of Kan- 
dahar--Is a corrupt tyrant, and ad-Bri t ish.  

(14) Sardar Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Governor of Herat-Is a sensible 
man, and discharges his duties honestly and satisfc.ctorily. He  does not share 
khe popular Afghan anti-British feelings. 

(15) Sardar Abdt~lla Khan Tokhi, Governor of Mazar-i-Sharif-Is aged, dia- 
honest, and a tyrant. His sons are carrying on the official work to  the great 
annoyance and oppression of the ~eople .  

(16) Sardar Hayatulla Khan, Governor of Badakhshan-Is the second son of 
the Amir by a concubine of Chitral. He  is corrupt, rflpncious, and fond of 
pleasure. I n  1909 the Amir recalled him to Kabul, and i t  is said that he brought 
with him about six lakhs of rupees in hard cash. Heis still in Kabul, and there 
is little likelihood of his reverting to  Badalrhshan, though his place is still vacant. 

(17) Sardar Muhammad Azivn Khan, Governor of Jalalabad-Is the son of 
the late Amir Dost Muhammad Khan. He  is a moderate man on the whole, and 
neither merits the Amir's special favour, nor his contempt. 

Establishment.-A detailed list of establishments of the important person- 
ages and offices in Kabul is given in the appendix. 

Turkish influence.-The leading man in Kabul among the Turks i s  Mahniud 
Sami Effendi, whom I saw for the first time in Jalalabad in March 1907. 
At that  time he mas dressed like an ordinary person, but was looked upon as 
belonging to the establishment of Sardar Inayatulla Khan, the Muin-us-Saltanat. 
On the Amir's arrival a t  Kabul in April 1907, Mahmud Ssmi requested His 
Majesty to place under his supervision about 200 Kafiristan rout1 s (Jadidis), for 
trailling and drill. The Amir granted his request, and Mallmud Sami com- 
menced his work. At the end of 1907, after the Amir returned from 1 is long tour in 
Afglianistan, he reviewed the drill of these soldiers, and n7as very favourably 
impressed with it. His illajcsty a t  the samc time appoi~itedlIalin~ud Salni to the 
post of Colonel in thc army on a aalary of Rs. 500 (KaLuli) per menoem. 



~h~ other m m  connected with Turkey is Habibulla, Muhammadzai, who was 
formerly a ~ ~ i b - K o t w d  of the Kabul city, and is a t  present under surveillance ia 
collllection with the " Sir-i-Milli " case. He. remained for some time o,s an 
exile in Asiatic Turkey, and on being recalled t o  Kabul brought with him from 
Asiatic Turkey a lady whom he had married there, and was joined by his brother-in- 
law, who is still living in Kabul. 

Mahmud Beg, Muhammadzai, who had also rem:tincd a3 an exile in Aeiatie 
Turkey, there a native lady, whom he subsequently brought to Kabul, 
Olle of his daughters by this lady was married to Sardar Inayatulla Khan 
in November 1909. 

These mere the only three persons who would have naturally desired the 
inlport,ation of Turks, and i t  was in fact a t  their suggestion, and specially a t  the 
request of M~hmud  Sami that more Turks mere nct,nally imported into Kabul. 
I)~lring the last two years, ?.bout hall a dozen Turks came to Kabul, of whom 
AJl,~unir Izzet, a licensed medical man, only remained for about a year in charge 
of the general hospital ; leaving Kabul nt the end of 1909, on the pretext of import- 
ing new Turks, medicines, and surgic;~l instruments. The doctor has not returned 
up to this, though some new Turks have come to Kabul. A list of the 
present Turkish officials 111 Kabul is given below :- 

(i) Hzssan Hilmi Effendi, surveyor and mapper : came here about three 
years ago : draws 1,000 (Knbuli) rupees per mensem. 

(ii) Mullammad Raza Beg Effedi ,  manufactures gunpowder : has been 
in service for three years : draws 1,400 (Rabuli) rupees per mnsem. 

(iii) Ali Fahmi Effeldi, teacher of Mathematics : has been in service for 
about 3 yezrs : pay Rs. 600 (Rabuli). 

(iv) Muhammad Pazli Beg Effendi has been in service for 3 years : had 
gone home (Turkey) on leave, and has returned quite recently. 

(v) Doctor Ahmed Fahima Beg has recently come : pay Rs. 450 British 
coin. 

(vi) Colonel Mzhmud S3mi Effendi, Principal Sirajiya Military School : has 
bee11 in service for about 4 years : pay Rs. 500 (Kabuli). 

(vii) Muhammad Yalmb Beg Have recently come, and have not 
(viii) Jalaluddin Beg 1 been employed yet. Each of them 
(ix) Asam Beg gets an allowance of Rs. 200 (Kabuli) 

a t  present. 

(r) Abbas Beg, Drill master : has been in serviae for about 3 years : pay 
Rs, 300 (Kabuli) per mensem. 

(xi) Abdul Wahab. Teacher in the Sirnjiya Military School: came la& 
year : pay Rs. 400 (Kabuli) per mensem. 

(xii) Ali Beg Effendi I Not employed ye t :  Get Rs. 200 
(xiii) Muhammad Na j if Effendi (Kabuli) per mensem each as allow- 
(xiv) Izzut Ahmed Effendi ance. 
(w) Muhammad Umar Beg, nephew of Hassan Hilmi Effendi, came to  

Kabul in June last. 
!Che Turkish officials have not yet succeeded in exercising any great influence 

in the Durbar, or with the public. The Afghan Military Officers are jealous of them 
and prefer Japanese methods, 'n which they are led by the Amir himself. The 
city people do not communicate freely with them, owing to their Western man- 
nere. 

Military training is a t  present ent w t e d  to Mahmud Sami, and his brother- 
in-law Abbas Beg. They have trained in Turkish drill, a few companies mostly 
composed of Jadidis. Abbas Beg is a t  present teaching drill to the Shahi Rissala. 

The Military school for training young Sardars-a separate account of which 
is given in Chapter IV-is under the contro! of the Turkish o5cers. 



The presence of Saiyid Hnsacin Effendi alias the Baghd?.di Pir, who is a hro- 
ther of Saiyid Ahdm H:~him, Nakib of Baghdad, lends support to  t l ~ e  cause of the 
Turkish element in K::bul. The Pir livcs r.t Sul t~npnr,  neLr Jslalabad, and is held 
in great reverence, both by His Majesty and Sardar Nasrulla Khan. bforeover, 
the recent marriage of Sardar Inayatulla Khnn with a lacly, whose mother in  
Turkish, hss brought the Turkish party a t  Kabul into closer union with the Afghane, 
en81 this, perhaps, ma.y increase their inflnence iu f~lture. The present rellriio ,a 
of tile Turks in Kabul, atid f,.cilities afforded them for frequent communic a t '  -ions 
with Asititic T~irkey, :rnd the presence of the Bcghdadi Pir, gives an easy nleana 
for conveying the Mission of the Pan-Islamic League t 6  Sardar Nasrulla B1;:~n or 
others. 

Muhammad Fazli Beg, who proceeded on leave to  Turkey in 1909, r~t ,urned 
to K;rl)ul this yccr. He hzs appointed about t,went,y reu-s-miters in Turkry ,-.nd 
Yersi;;, wh:, will receive their Pi69 hc'r11 tLe Afghan 'Irersury. He has elso tlrought 
aoIne otller mcss,.ges, and llis :.hence on leave was in f ~ c t  a political t,rip. 

The Turks who have conie to  Kabul during this yccr are superior to Mahmud 
Sami in nllility 2nd position, and they have objected to ~ r o r k  under him. This 
has g r e ~ t l y  upset iVIshmud Sarni, end the Turlis have clretdy been spllt up into 
two p::rties. They are growing jezlous of each other, and the friction and schism 
so will, perhaps, hardly enable them to make any marked advance. 

Amir Htlbibzllla's prrsonol qtrc~lificutions and 11nhits.-He is a 1-ery intelligent 
nlan, and a good Persian scholar. He l~nom-s a little Bratic, and upderstands 
Pnshtn, but, caunot speak it fluently. He knows Turki a s  spoken in Afghan Tur- 
kistan by Uvbnks and 'I'urcomnns. The language is, however, different 11cm that 
spoken ir, Turkey which the Anrir tloes not ]inow. He has a €cod l,rio\tledge cf 
Hijtory, esperially of that relating to India and Afghanistan. The Amir's Persian 
handnriting is Arabic in style. 

The Amir's dress and other social habits give ample proof of his extreme 
love for everything Westcrn. The mode of life el en in the harem is entirely 
European. Those Sardars, who show a distaste for Western fashion. or 
have been slow in adopting it, do not find iavour with the An'ir. 

Habibulla Khan is self-willed, and is not ucder the complete influence of any 
official or relative, male or iernale. He  possesses stfhcient moral courage. He is 
a brave man, and has a big heart. He alnaqs tries to 1 ass himself of as a smart 
soldier, hut his great weight and easy Life stand ill his May. He now weighs 
between 17 and 18 stones. Habibulla Khan caunot resist flattery : cn the contrary, 
he likes and laro~rrs flatterers. Ile hates colrtradi~tion, and expects unhesitatkg 
sulq'ort in all his views. He is neither methodical, nor punctual. He says " what 
is the use of being a King, if pnnctualily is to be obserl ed. " He wastes his t h e  
in conversation, and in thinhing over and directicg matters, which can safely be 
entrrlsted to any ot his officials. Thus the mare in~portant m e t t e ~ s  requiring his 
personal attention are allowed to remain in susperise. These defects account for 
the allegations made against the -4mir that  His Majesty is l u y ,  alld neglect8 
Stat-e affairs. There would be no pound for such complaints, if the time spent 
already by the Amir on State matters were systematically en,ployed on really 
inlportant business. 

Amir's amzrsernents.--The chief llohbies of the Amir are chatting, shooting, 
cooking dishes,  owing flowers and vegetables, card-playing, and other games gen- 
erally played by children. These anlusements are either enjoyed witah the Sar- 
dars or in the zenuna. At first the Anlir chiefly rode on I~orselacli, and subse- 
quently drove ia a buggy, but a t  present he takes a great delight in motoring only. 

Amir's creed and c1inmcter.-The Amir appears to  observe fl~lly the doctrines 
of Islam, and tries to  prove hinuelf above all k~rids of temptation; and weaknesses, 
but the people say a good deal against it, and stories representing public opinion 
are not wanting, though it is difficult to say with certainly how iar these stories arc! 
correct. 

Amir's temper.-.The Amir is sometimes fretful and peevish. His delightful 
mood a t  once changes into wrath and vice wersci. hen out of temper, t,he Amir 
abuses the Sardars, and sometimes beats them, and would not even spare his wivec 
C884FD 



or sO1ls, He is clove fisted ~ n d  clever enough in extorting molley from others hy 
lloolc or by croo]i. The Amir is not ignorant of the priiici~~les of a just Govc.r1lmellt, 
bllt is ltept bacli f r ~ m  effecting any material im~rovemerlts ill the atlmitlistrntion 
througll wallt of insight into the real state of affairs. His \\orst point is that he 
is illnc:essible, aiid is used to hear flattering conversation only. 111 01 der to  keep 
Hiu Jlajesty ill good temper, the flatterers al\vajrs try to assure 11im that there is 110 

ottlcr just and ~uerciful ltnler on earth like him, and that  the sul)jccts are vem 
prosperous and contented under his Governnlent. For instmse, tlie Amir prol,abl) 
1s ill the dark about the great inconvenience caused to the people by the lieavy 
strain of begar, and wh~ne~ le r  he happens to pas3 by tlie b~goriea worhing on the 
roadside, the Ishak Aghasi AIull<i (Civil Secretary) steps forward and submits to 
the Amir on their behalf that they pray for the maintenance of His llajesty's mle 
and health. Such utterances are always pleasing to the Amir's ear, and he readily 
puts faith in them. 

Tlce dlnir's dirt.-The Amir eats English and Afghani as well as  Hindu food, 
separate cooks are eiuplovc~l for each liind of diet. I l i~idu food L c i ~ ~ g  coolietl 

by a. Hindu cooli. His ,\[dje~tv eats heartily. Ele talces his breakfast in the morn- 
ills. lunch at  one o'clock, tea in the erenillg, and diiziler a t  11 p.nr., alicl sonietinies 
a t  Inter hours. Fruits are regnlarlv served on the table, and arrangenients are 
lllade to prescrve them in hot-houses in winter. 

The df~zir's 1tealth.-The .inlir is a strong built man of middle height, but is 
freql~ently attacknd with gout, which he has inherited from his father. English 
meJicines are used in the treatment of the disease. Tlle illiless lasts ior sonle 
days, but is generally concealed from the pul~lic until he is fnlly restored. 

Dtc~bars.-No specific days are allott,ed for Durbars, and i t  depends ent'irelv 
on the wlli~u of the Amir him;ell to at,tcnd court, irrespective of t,he urgency or 
accnr1~nlation in arre:trs of State work. When His Ala.jesty intends to liold a Uur- 
bar for State business, one or two days' przvious notice is given to the officials con- 
cerned. No ceremonials are o!)serreri, ancl the attentlance of Sardars a,nd other 
di?llitaries is also dispensed with. Grimi!lal caszs are invariald,~ heard hy the 
Arnir iu the przs3ilce of the p i s  jllers awaitdill$ t ~ i a l ,  a n l  in consequence, t,he court 
da,vs are lo call,^ lrnown by th? name of " Durhnr-i-Bandihai " (Prisoners' court). 
Tile At~lir also h!dds Darbar-i-Am (Public audience) 011 Tuesdays (but 11ot every 
Tueshy) wit,h great pomp and show. Tlle date is fixed by His Majesty himself, 
and a, da.y or two I~efore the occasion, a notice is issued to privileged officials, giving 
the ciate and t h e  of the Durba.r, together ivitll i i~s t~r~~ct ions  as to the dress in which 
they should appear. The assembly generally begins a t  G A.M. ill summer, and 8 
A . X .  in winter. The veranda.1~~ 011 either side of the Central Hall of t,he Sa lam 
Khlrnn (reoeption room) serve as w n i t i ~ i g  1.oom.s for the Civil and PlJilitary official# 
res1,ectirely. The officials sit on the floor and suft'er great inconvenience, as they 
wear uniforms, and have to wait for hours in a.qticipaiion of His Majesty's arrival. 
Sardars Nasrulla Khan, Inayatulla IChan, Amanulla Jan, and other members of 
the l<oval fa.mily come in a t  about 11 A.M., and as soon as they have arrived, the 
oficials are conducted o~ltsicle, a.nd arranged in a long row on the roadside. Tbe 
gr~ard-of7honour staiids in front of the line. His Malest!! rides on a, horse covered 
with gorgeous trappings for the occasion ; both t,he saddle and bridle being 
embroidered with gold. The solclicrs of the Body Guard march on foot in a long row 
in iront of the dmir, AS s o ~ n  as His 31ajest,y is seen, Sardar Nasrulla Khan gives 
the order for a salzrte. At the word of command, the guard-of-honour presents 
arlns, and the Sardars and officials sahit,e the Amir 1)y raising their hands in the 
n~ilii~arv fashion. Qn rea.ching the Snlnm Ii7ral~, His Ala.jesty dismounts froln 
hi3 horse, and is coizduct.ed into a separate room previons1,y arranged for his recep- 
tion. The officials the11 march in a line to the Ceiitral Hall of tile Heceptioii House, 
wilere each of them occupics his allott,ed ohair. The Salunz Klialra is sufficient to 
a.c,.ommodate about 400 persons. The scats are a r r a i ~ ~ e d  in three rows on either 
side of the Amir s throne, the right being allotted to  the officials of the Military 
D-partment, and the left to  Civil officials. The Anlir's brothers sit below the 
throne to the right ; a prominent place is allotted to  Sardar Nasrulla Khan, while 
His Majesty's sons sit on the Icft. Thc soldiers of the Body Guard, duly armed, 
line the wall on either side behind the chairs? As soon as Sardars Nasrulla K h a ~  
and Iuayatulla Khan have satisfied themselves that the arrangements for the seats 



hnva 1)cm cnrri~*d out, the Amir cntrrs the Ralam Khnfia, and all the people riRe 
at, once from their cl~airu. Before taking I~is sent in t l ~ e  cl~air platrcl on t h ~  tIlrone, 
His Majest.y inquires about thc hcaltl~ ot the Ilurbaris. M'hc,n t1:e Anlir has tn.kcn 
his seat on the t,hronc, hc ind~~lge,u in sul dry hpt.cchrs on nla.ttcrs wllich II ;LY(~ r,trn:e 
to  11is perwnal observat.ion, or clisplayn his acquaintn.nce with book lc>arning. TIle 
C!ivil, fililitnry and Privak: Secretariee remain ctanding in Ircnt ot the An,ir'e 
tlirone as long as the Durbar lasts. The Amir's spceches seem to t c  dirc,cted t o  
t l ! ~  Secretaries, who umhcsitatingly intcrpost. flatitring ejarulation.q, sllrll :LS " Bale 
Sahib " (verily so), which are very comp1arc.ntly accepted by His hlajesty t,he 
Amir. The audience, however, do not listcn to these speec:hes vcay a ~ t t ~ r i ~ ~ j ~  ; 
some ofthem keep dozing in t h e i ~  chairs, w-hile others are impatiently on tLct lo& 
out to  catch the first smell of Palao. U'%:ii'thk' formal' Durbar is over, %bout a 
~ M u l h s  bring in a tray of consecrated gram and dried fruits. arrange 
tl~cri~selves ip a row in front of the A m i ~ ,  ancl pray for t,lie blessing of Ilis 
Ait,er thanking the  mull^ for their bt!nedictions, Hih N:rjesty invc,kcs tnlessjngs 
for hi8 drceosed :~nccstors' souls, nndentreats rhc Almighty's assittanc- in 1 is fntllre 
life, and the whole assernbly join in the prayer. The tray is then prrsentc d to tile 
Amir, who takes a handful of dried fruits for himself, and the rest is dibtrihutc.d 
among the assembly. Afterwards tea and cigarettes are served. Sonic of tile 
Afgllans have a prejudice aga.inst lighting a ciga.rette with tlie spirit lam.p, and on 
account of this, do not smoke. The Wullas do not like the smoke of the spirit 
1a.nlp. 

Dir.r.er is served on tables * a t  about 1 P.M., but forks and knives are not used, 
except by the Amir and his party, consisting of about two dozen select Sardars 
and officials, who dine with him on the same table. As soon as dinner is finislled, 
the Awir stands up, and the Durbar dissolves. The An ir lesves the Sa/c lm h ' l t n ~ , ~  
fro111 the back gate, and drives t o  the Ark in a rickshaw. The proceedings of the 
Durbar are marked by the ent,ire absence of any real work, and the objcct of tbt. 
assernbly appar! ntJy seems t o  be to enjoy a feast, and minister t o  the delight of the 
Amir. The Aighans have given the Uurbar thenicknanle of '' Durbar-i-Palao." 
Tlir.y, however, seenl.t'o take a delight in recollecting t.he Durbars of t,he late Amir 
Abdur Rahrnan, whcn according to their statements more sumptuous feasts were 
given, and the Durbaries were treated more courteously. 

Special Durbars are also h, Id on festival occasions, in addition t o  those held 
in Itononr of His JlajcstyJs birthday, and in honour of the nation, every year. On 
the occasions of these rejoicings, the city is illuminated with lamps ; shops are 
decorated, and the State ba.nds play in the bazars. The Durbar is held in the Salam 
Kljann as usual, but i t  differs from the " Durbar-i-Am " in one respect only, that is 
in addition to  meals, sweetmeats are given about 2 lbs. per head. The Amir looks 
vcry pleasant, and asks his coui.tiers t o  talk freely to  each other, but no one dares 
t o  do so, because it is firnily believed that  His Majesty has now grown a great con- 
noisseur in matters of discipline and etiquette. The British Agent is regularly 
i n ~ i t e d  t o  the " Durbar-i-Am, " but is not permitted on ot,her Durbar occasions. 
I was, however, allowed to attend festival day Durbars, and was even invited 
t o  join the marriage procession of Sardar Muhamnlad I h a r  Jan. These privi- 
lsgcs were, however, forfeited subsequently, when Colonel Haji Shah Beg khan, 
the Kabul Envoy, subniittkd his complaint t o  the Amir that  he had not been 
invited to  Governme1.t House on the occasion of the New Year's dinner. I n  a com- 
munication on the subiect addressed t o  the Amir, the Government of India very 
reas nably explained that as the former Kabul Envoys had of their own accord 
avoided t o  join dinners a t  tlle Viceregal Lodge, the Government of India only act- 
ing on the analogy of his predecessors, made an exception in favour of Colon,?] 
Ha,ji Shah Beg Khan. Tllougll ths  Govelnnlent of India assured His Majest,y 
that the Kabul Envoy would be invited to the New Year's dinner in future, the 
Anlir seems to  have permanently \vithdra\vn the ~rivilege of allowring the British 
Agent to  attend Fest,ival Day-Durbars. 

* Formerly the food osed to be aerved on the Boor, end the Amir generally left the Salorn Khana before 
it WIM served. 



AmirPs  to(^ it) A/ghaniston. -About two months after his return from India 
the Amir st,Rrted on a long tour in Afghanistan which lasted from 8th May to  26th 
November 1907. The wllole joul-ney occupied 199 days, and cxtrntlrd over 1,541 
miles. During the course of this tour, tho Amir visited the follon1ng impodmnnt 

:-Ghaeni, Kandahar, Pnrrah, Hernt, Mnirnana, Akcha, Tnkhta ul, MaZar- 
I-Sl~arif, Tashkurghm, Aibak, Ghori, and Khawak. He made a pro P ongcd stay 
a t  Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif, and a t  eaoh of these places Durbars were 
held, in which addresses were received, m d  speeches in reply delivered by the 
A deteiled account of thie tour will be found in my report on the " Tour in Afghan- 
btan in 1907. " 

Amir Hdibulh Khun as a ruler.-The Amir is not popular. The Mullas do 
not like him for his love of Wcstern ways ; the Sardars regard him as peevish and 
close fist,ed, and the peasantry blames him for const:xnt and h e a w  r~qu's i t ion of 
forced labour and official oppression. The troops also arc not satiufi:?d with t,lleir 
present. condition. 

Saying so much on the point, the questtion arises how and why I I : ~ h i b u l ] ~  
Khan's rule is not upset. This is an opcn secret, and can be accounted for by the 
following facts :- 

(i) The jealousies and dissensions among Che Srtrdars do not allow them t o  
trust each other to unite into one body. Thus there is very little chance 
of any internal power setting up itself amgainst the Amir. 

I (ii) The subjects are co-religionists of the Amir, and t o  all intents and pur- 
I poses prefer him to a foreign ruler. 

1 Under the circumstances it is difficult t o  predict the exact duration of the run 
! of present affairs, but i t  may safely be assumed that  Amir Habibulla Khan wil! 
' continue t o  rule Afghanistan for any length of time, unless disturbed by any 
extraordinary event. 

" Sir-a-Milli " plot in Kabul.-The existence of a Secret Society in Kabul 
against Amir Habibulla came t o  light in March 1909. The Society was generally 
known bv the name of " Sir-i-Milli, " derived from the Persian words sir (secret) 
and mill; an abbreviation of millat meaning (nation). 

The object of the Society is said t o  have been t o  destroy despotic monarchy, 
and to  establish in its place Parliamentary Government in Afghanistman. Doctor 
Abdul Ghani, late Director of Public Instruction, AEghanistan, a resident of 
Jalalpur Jattan in the Gujrat District (Punjab) was the ringleader ; the chief asso- 
ciate, in this work, was one Muhammad Hussain Khan, resident of the Jullundur 
District, and a graduate of the Aligarh College. The latter even during his college 
career was marked off as a spirited man of independent views. The Society regu- 
larly convened in the night time under the name of " Night School " intended 
for the education of officers. The Society carried on its work during the absence 
of the Amir and Sardar Nasrulla Khan from Kabul on their winter trip to Jalalabad. 
Aa so ,a as the Amir heard the news of the existence of a Secret Society in Kabul, 
he arrested the persons concerned to  the number of about sixty, and put them 
into jail. A few were shot dead and blown from the mouths of cannons. During 
the  past eighteen months, the Amir has released about twenty persons, but the 
following Punjabis, viz.- 

(1) Doctor Abdul Ghani, 

(2) Najaf Ali, 3 brothers of Doctor Abdul Ghnni, 
(3) Muhammad Chiragh, 

(4) Muhammad Hussain Khan of Jullundur, 

(5) Mozaffar Khan of Kohat, 

(6) Ami;.uddin of Peshawar, 
ere still under surveillance, and it is difficult t o  say whether they mill ever be 
released or not. It is also difficult to form any definite opinion about the accused 
being really guilty, as the whole thine wan kept aecret, and inquiriee have not been 



mnde publicly. I t  muat, however, be confessed that it wan extremely inadvisabla 
to form a Secret Society in Kabul, where even low whispering bet~ceen two friends 
is a t  once i n t e ~ r e t e d  as a " conspiracy, " and that it was a very dangerous and 
bold step to give lectures on Political Economy, especially a t  a time when grave 

revolutions w( re taking place in the sister countries, ciz. Turkey and 
Persia. The nlilitary officials had already begun to take an interest in the lectures, 
and I heard from reliable sources that if the Society had remained in existence for 
s month longer, a revolution in Kabul would have been inevitabie. The conser- 
vative party, with Sardar Nasrulla Khan a t  the head, however, holcls, and has made 
repeated efforts without avail to assure Amir Habibulla Khan, that the conspiracy 
was set up a t  the instigation of the British Government, who they think. had, by a 
similar stratagem, deposed the late Sultan of Turkey. 

The Society has no doubt been dissolved for the present, but i t  is possible 
that i t  may be revived again. 

Arnir's tribesmen.-Each member of the Arnir's tribe, Muhammadzai, receiva, 
in consideration of his family rights, a fixed annual allowance from the State at  
the following rates :- 

Rs. 
400 Kabuli per male (adult). 
300 ,, ,, female ,, 
200 ,, ,, child. 

The totai annual expenditure under this head amounts to some lakhs of rupees, 
and the people of Afghanistan, who are now growing sensible, feel a great heart- 
burning a t  the very liberal allowances enjoyed by the Muhamniadzais. The soldiers 
of the army also grudge this heavy expenditure, as compared with their small pay, 
and freely communicate to each other their views regarding the invidious treat- 
ment meted out a t  present to the RTuhammadzais. It is said that any internal 
disturbances in the futvre will, in a d d i t i ? ~  to other causes, owe their origin 
c1.iefly to the most burning question of the Muhammadzais' allowances. 

Amir Habibulla Iihan's successor.-Up to the present, the Amir's successor 
or heir-.lppnrent to the throne, has not been nominated, and i t  is a well-known fact 
that the late Amir Abdur Rahman Khan also hadnot nominated his successor 
during his lifetime. The policy seems to suggest the idea that the nomination of 
the future king to the throne of Kabul rests with the nation, and not with the 
reigning Amir. On the death of Habibulla Khan, the question of a successor will 
lie between Sardars Nasrulla Khan and Inayatulla Khan. The Amir is in favour 
of the latter, but the former is gaining ground by extending his influence. Sardar 
Inayatulla Khan is quick-tempered and obstinate, while Sardar Nasrulla Khan is 
patient and lenient. The majority of the Sardars and the Mullas woilld elect Nas- 
rulla, while the troops may talte the part of Inayatulla. Inayatulls's only chance 
is if Nasrulla does not come forwardas a claimant. 

When Abdur Rahman died, his sons had come to an understanding, which 
was recorded and signed a t  the time. According to this, Nasrulla is the nest person 
to ascend the throne after Habibulla Khan. I made a special report in 1908 ahoiit 
the " agreement " mentioned above. Sardar Nasrulla is on very good terms with 
the Ulya Hazrat, with the object of forming a party against Inayatulla, and it is 
probable that he may make the tie still stronger by giving his daughter in marriage 
to her son, Amanulla, in preference to Inayatulla, who has hitherto sought her 
hand in vain, 



CHAPTER 11. 

persio.-Afghanistan has no connection or sympathv with P r r~ in .  The 
Afghans hate the Persians because the latter are Shias. The Amir, however, 
keeps an Agent a t  Meshed, and the present incumbent of the post is one Abdulla, 
a Kabuli. His duties are said to relate to the mercantile affairs of Afghans 
in Meshed, but in reality his work is " political. " In  1907 Abdulla came and 
met the h r  in camp nenr Maimana (Afghan Turkistan). He represented a t  that  
time that h s  position should be raised, and funds increased for political service. 
The h i r  granted both his requests, but directed him to extend his influence 
among the people. The recent radical changes in Persia have had no special 
influence on the people and the Goverllment of Afghanistan, and with the excep- 
tion of the Herat province, which borders on the limits of Persia, a few people in 
Kabul only, know exactly what really took place in Persia. 

Russia.-There is no Russian in Afghanistan. The Afghans are prejudiced 
against Russians more than any other foreigner. The Russians on the other 
hand do not spare any efforts to influence Afghans. On the borders of Herat 
and Mazar-i-Sharif, they afford labour to  the poor and sell grain a t  cheaper rates 
than those current in the market. The Afghan subjects go to  Samarkand, 
Tashkent and Bokhara for trade purposes, and in spite of restrictions imposed 
by the Afghan Government on the sale of sheep, goats, and horses, the people 
manage somehow or other to sell these animals in Russian territory. The 
Afghans, however, look suspiciously upon the Russians, even if they are Muham- 
madans. If a Russian Musalman happens to  come to  Afghanistan, he is sus- 
pected of being a spy, and is arrested and put in jail for an unlimited period. In 

,'case i t  is proved that he was really a spy, he is secretly put to death in jail. 
Amir's attitude tozuards the British Government.-The Amir as well as Sardar 

Nasrulla Khan and the other Sardars are not unaware of the invaluable advantages 
derived by them from their friendly relations with the British Government, 
but as a rule they invariably adhere to the policy of always having the advantage 
on their side without ever submitting to the advice or suggestion of the latter. 
The ex~laaation of this lies in the fact that the Afghan Government believes 
that i t  is in the vital interests of the Brit.ish Government to remain friendly 
towards Afghanistan, whose physical position serves as a natural barr~er against 
Russ~an invasion of India, and that in the circumstances, the British Govern- 
ment cannot afford to quarrel with Afghanistan. It is due to this sense of the 
importance of their real situation, that the Afghan Government are so forward 
in presslng their claims, without showing the least tendency to accede to the 
wishes, or meet the requirements of the British Governmlxnt. The generosity 
and kindness shown to them by the British Government, instead of being return- 
ed in the form of a t  least dry recompensation of gratitude, is misinterpreted 
rrld attributed to their weakness. They do not feel tllenlselves under any 
obligations, even for the subsidy money paid to them by the Government of 
India to the amount of 181 lalths every year, and they do not seem prepared 
to give any compensation lor such a munificent grant in a practkal ~vay. On 
the other hand, they think that they are entitled to get whatever they want, 
as it were in consideration of a legitimate right. Iloreover, they are vain by 
nature, and this serves as a further stimulant to confine their actions to self- 
interestedness only. On the whole they take a perverted view of every action 
of the British Government, and do not look upon them as sincere friends. The 
macllinery of internal policy, which is extremely injurious to the interests of 
the Britlsh Government, is worked by Sardar Nasrulla Iihan not without the 
knowledge of the Amir. Strenuous efforts are being made to win over the frontier 
tribes, and the plans in this direction have already met with some degree of suc- 
cess. The Mullav and Sahibzadas hold the Sardar in the highest esteem, and 
sing songs in h ~ s  praise. I strongly hold that the frequent raids on the border 
which give so much cause for anxiety and an~loyance to the British Governlnerlt 
would cease a t  once if the Afghan Court would only withhold their tacit encourage- 
ment to the tribes. But the Afghans can never resist the temptation, arld con- 
sider it greatly ~n their interests to dissuade the independent tribes and embitter 
their feehgs against the British Government, and to make a common causo 



by enlisting them in solemn pledges of unity and oaths of  loyaltv and 
allt:giance to  the Afghan thronc. The unrc:mit,t,ing zer.1 of the British Political 
officers, and their untiri t~g efforts, Ilowever, c;Ln never s~lccecd in checking 
the ever-incre:rsing in f lu~nce  of the Afghan Court over the frontier tribcs for the 
obvious reason that  the former have recourse orlly to stratagems, and the spending 
of moncy, which produce a temporary effect only so long a s  the hands of the 
tribesmen are warm with money or utterances are fresh in thcir ears, while I he 
lahter are united with them under the strong tie of a common religion, and 
in conscqrlence exercise successful pl,rsuasions through the agency of spiritual 
le,rders. Again the British officers advocate peace contrary to the nat~iral  
in:linations of the tribes, while the Afghan agents preach bloodshed and plr~nder, 
which is quite in :iccord rnce with their innate aspirations. In  judging the Amir's 
external policy with tlie British Government, the followirlg points deserve vcry 
careful consideration :- 

(i) The Alnir freely allows tho import of arms into Afghanistan. 

(ii) The Turks are given preference over trained men of the British 
Army in teaching drill. 

As regards the first point, I beg to submit that  the Amir and Sardar Nasrulla 
Khan have alm,rys given their cordial support and encouragement to the import 
of arms, because they appnrently see a two-fold advantage in this. Firstly, 
they know tha t  :r large portion of the imported arms are purchased by frontier 
tribes, whose fields of exploits lie towards British India, and whose better 
equipment me~rns material advantage to  Afghanistan in case of necessity. 
Snc mtlly, the arms purchased by Afghans themselves improve the military 
streogth of the country. Each tribe lix-es in fear of the other, a1 d in the 
circumstances they do not consider tha t  there is any danger of interns1 disturb- 
ances or of a combined attack of various thibes against the Afghan throne 
itself. On  he other hznd, the A f g h ~ n  Court has under contemplation the fact 
t h a t  in the event of a war against a foreign invader, duly armed subjects will 
be forthcoming t o  face the enemy with advantage, and the State will have to  
snp?ly nlnmurlition only. It is somewhat difficult to  uphold the view of the 
Afgh rn Couh tha t  the present influx of arms will not prove injurious in tlie event 
of intern.rl disturbanoes, but they do not seem to be wrong in holding that the 
country is bccoming better equipped as  a whole against foreign inrasion. The 
rec~g~l i t ion  of tlie fact by tlle people of Afghanistan that they have one nation- 
ality and a canimon religion has fostered mutual confidence between the ruler 
and ruled, ayld they are quite prepared to  forget their tribal jealousies, and to 
make a c ~ m m o n  c.luse whenever t!le necessity arises. 

As regards the second point, I am of opinion that  the preference is given to  
Turkish officers over trained men from the British Army merely because the 
Amir mistrusts the officials of the British Government, and is always on the 
alert to avoid the least shadow of British influence, and i t  is in pursuance of 
this policy that  the British Agent a t  Kabul is compelled t o  live almost within 
doors, and his movements are strictly watched. 

British Agent at Kabul.-The life of the British Agent a t  Kabul ia very 
unpleasant and uncomfortable. The treatment of the Afghans is very cold. 
H e  has to live by himself. He  is not allowed by the Amir to  take his faniily 
with him. Nobody is allowed to meet him or tallr t o  him. The passers-by 
leave the road, and avoid to meet him face to  face. Even the Europeans in 
the  service of the Amir are not allowed to see the British Agent. I n  fact the 
life of the British Agent is no better than that  of a political prisoner. 

The question of acco-ding better tr-atment t o  the British Agent mas referred 
to  the Amir by His Excellency Lord Curzon, but in vain. I do not think that  the 
discussion, if opened again, would do any good, as the Afghans in such matters 
try to find excuses rather than do anything in a straightforward manner. Tha 
Agent l~imsclf sho~lld try to find ways of making himself popular. He shonld 
use all possible means to make llimself agreeable to t1.e Pathans, save only ore 
thing, that  is that  he should never join or encourage them to pass unbecomiog 



seaingt Christianity, the English nation, and the British Government. 

act him lool< small in the eyes of the shrewd Afghans- 

one thing can be said in favour of the Amir in this respect, and that  is that 
he took me \vith him when he went on tour through the whole of Afghanistan 
;, 1907. This can be explained as follows :- 

(i) ~t was not unprecedented, because whenever his father Amir Abdur 
Rahman went to Mazar-i-Sharif (Afghan Turkistan), he took the 
British Agent with him. 

(ii) The restrictions which were placed on me were proof that  he did not 
take me with him willingly, but was obliged to do so. I had pressed 
him respectfully, and he could not refuse without running the risk 
of annoying the Government of India, whose hospitality and staunch 
friendship he had personally experienced only a couple of months 
before in India. 

(iii) The restrictions which were placed on me and communicated to me 
in writing were as follows :- 

(a)  To pitch my tent at a distance of 1,000 yards from the camp of Hir 
Jla jest y.  

(b)  To march one hour before or after the Amir's departure. 

This mas inconvenient and disgraceful, because I had always to march with 
His i\lajesty's transport. The Amir passes the winter every year a t  Jalalabad, 
and allows the British Agent to accompany him to his winter residence, where 

stays for four or five months. The British Agent has to live there in tents, 
as he is given no house. This is a point on which some day the Government 
of India will have to write to the Amir. When we provide most comfortable 
houses to the Kabul Envoy both a t  Simla and Calcutta, the Amir should also 
give a house a t  Jalalabad. 

The building in which the British Agent has been living for the last 30 years 
is small and uncomfortable. The Agcnt had to live with his subordinates. 
The Government of India aslied the Amir, during the Viceroyalty of His Excel- 
lellcy Lord Cutzon, to house the British Agent comfortably, and the Amir 
replied that the Agent was occupying the best house in Kabul. I ,  however, 
overcame the difficulty. 1 got a suit:, of rooms built on the second story. The 
Agent can now live comfortably, and the complaint of insufficient accommo- 
dation, and unsuitability of the building has been removed. The sanction 
which I obtained from Sardar Nasrulla Khan was for building a bathroom only 
on the second story. In place of that  I got four rooms, besides a bathroom built. 
The rooms have sufficient light, and are built on modern lines. 

An Afghan guard is posted a t  the door of the Agency b;ilding. The duties 
of this guard consist in watching the movements of the Agent and his staff. 
The guard does not allow any person to come into the Agency building. The 
head of the guard is a person named Agha Mir Khan, who has held this post 
for the past 20 years. He is literate, active, and very shrewd. *The British 
Agent's comfort and convenience is wholly dependent on his mercy, and he is 
conscious of that, and for this reason i t  is not a very easy thing to manage him. 

It was :. standing rule that the British Agent could not take any Afghan 
~ub jec t  into his private service, without the consent of Agha Mir Khan, who 
always urged the usual excuse that the man could not give security for behaving 
properly. I ,  hotvever, overcame this difficulty by a judicious use of money. 
When I left Kabul in July, I had no less than 20 Pathans in my service. To 
keep Afghans in service is useful, as by treating them liberally, their friends 
and relative become friends, and the misunderstanding about the British and 
the British Government can be removed. Whenever I got an opportunity of 
taking any Pathan into my service, I engaged him whether there was work for 
him or not. I kept those men in the stables, and gave them a free hand in 
cooking their food, SO their relatives and acquaintances employed in the regiments 
and other places used to come to enjoy their hospitality. In short, and 
without going too much into details, I must point out that  by acting in this 



manner, I could a t  least get one advantage that the dread of the people wae 
lessened, and the belief of the public that any man who touches the Agency 
building is killed by thc Amir, was shaken. The stable is separate from the 
house where the Agent lives, but I could manage to go there once or twice a 
day to meet and to talk to my Afghan servants. Here I must confess that I 
could not have done this, without the connivance of Agha Mir Khan. 

The clmnge of Ajqhan Gove~nmenl.-Some of the Sardars and other people 
have, however, entertained a dislike for the present rule, and seem to  be 
anxious for a change, but they take every possible care not to develop 
connections with the officers of the British Government. Some of them 
still say that after the evacuation of Afghanistan by the English on the 
termination of the last Kabul war, the British Government made no 
satisfactory arrangements for the protection and safety of the persons who 
had rendered faithful services to them, in consequence of which they were 
cruelly treated by the late Amir Abdur Rahman. 

I t  must, however, be admitted that Amir Habibulla Khan, and particularly 
Sardar Nasrulla Khan, and other Sardars generally are well aware of the dis- 
advantages resulting from a hostile attitude towards the British Government, 
because the only other power on whom they can depend for assistance is Russia, 
which they do not prefer in any may to the British Government. Amir Abdur 
Raliman also held the same view. The question for consideration a t  this stage 
arises how long the present friendly relations will continue between the British 
Government and the prcsent Government of Afghanistan. I think there will 
be little relasation in these relations, so long as the British Government continue8 
to meet the wishes of Afghanistan, without requiring the latter to accede to 
their demands. In the event of the British Government ever pressing a claim, 
there will be an end to friendship. The British Government will then feel anxious 
as to the advisability of the measures which should be adopted a t  such a juncture, 
as no alternative will be left except to send troops. In  view of the experiences 
gained during the last Kabul war i t  may be assumed that there will be still 
greater di5culties in a future war. During the last 30 years a great change 
has come over Afghanistan. The various tribes entertain many prejudices and 
apprehend disadvantages of foreign possession of Afghanistan. The frontier 
tribes will also prove very troublesome. In  my opinion the only way out of the 
difficulty a t  such a critical time would be toscome to an understanding secretly 
with a deserving man beforehand, who must belong to the royal family and to the 
Sunni sect, and declare him Amir elect, along with the formal declaration of 
war. The sympathy of the tribes will be divided, and though some resistance 
will be offered, victory would be certain in the long run. By proceeding on these 
lines, there will be little agitation among the Muhammadans of India, and in 
other Muslim countries, and the object will be achieved in a comparatively 
short time. It is impossible to say exactly when such action might be rendered 
necessary, but I must submit that in the absence of any improvement in the exist- 
ing attitude towards the British Government, the present policy of the Afghan 
Government may some day prove most detrimental to the interests of the Govern- - - 
ment of India. 





( d )  On the 3rd March 1907, the Amir visited the " Golden Temple " at 
Am~itsar, and presentcd Hn. 1,000 at  the famous " 1)urbar "of the 
Sikhs. He also spoke of tlie Silchs in complimentary terms, which 
greatly elated them. 

( e )  On tlie same clay, the Amir laid the foundation stone of the Islamie 
College at  Lahore, and in tile presence of thor~zla~lclv of JIuliammadans, 
who had assemble? for the occasion, ffis hlajesty urged the advan- 
tages of education. His hlajesty gave a material donation of Re. 
20,000 to the College, and in addition, raised the previous p e m n e n t  
grant-in-aid from Ks. 500 to Its. 1,000 per mensem. 

The Amir offered very regularly the " Juma " prayers every Friday a t  the 
largest mosque, which happened to be close to his camp, and numerous 
Muhamma lunr ujually availed themdves of the rare oppol-tunity of seeing the 
Amir. The young educated Muhammaclans, especially the supporters of the 
Aligarh College, and the follo~vers of the late Sir Saiyid Ahmed Khan, have been 
favourably impressed with the Amir, and the Punjab Muhammadans, both old 
and new fashioned, have also formed a good opinion of him, though there was 
some gossip amollg tlie Lahore Rluhamrnadans a t  His Majesty having worn an 
English hat. The Amir could not, however, favourably impress the ~Iuhammsdans 
of Bombay. His Majesty kept them waiting for a long time on the occasion of 
the " Juma " prayers, and this gave rise to a rumour that his time was more 
occupied with amusements and recreation. Again, the Amir showed very scant 
courtesy in meeting affluent and leading Muhammadans, who had made arrange- 
ments on a grand scale for His Majesty's reception, and spent his time in visit- 
ing ordinary shops. On the whole, the favourable impression left by Am+ 
Habibulla Khan on the people of India d0.s not seem to have been the outcome 
of his natural sympatlly w&h his co-religionists, or genuine affection towards 
other communities with whom he came in contact, and have the appearance 
more of deep political far-sightedness and sagacity. Throughout the course of 
his visit, the Amir adopted a policy of clemency and tolerance, and by his words 
and actions, tried his best to inspire the people of India with the belief that 
he was a strict Muhammadan of othodox views, as well as a just, kind, and 
impartial ruler. The Amir in fact is always anxious to spread favourable reports 
in India about himself and his Government. His treatment of the Hindu subjecta 
in Afghanistan is much better than i t  was during the time of his father. The 
change in policy has most probably been made with a view to win the affections 
of the Hindus in India, through his own Hindu subjects, who visit India occa- 
sionally, and are thereby afforded suitable opportunities for exchanging freely 
their ideas with their brethren in India. I am, however, of opinion that the 
present situation and strength of Afghanistan do not justify any aim or intention 
on the hni r ' s  part to  extend his dominions towards British India, but His 
Majesty has not shut his eyes from this side. He has hopes, which are nourished 

Up to the present, the Amir is connected with three places in India, viz :- 
The Aligarh College, the Anjuman Himayat Islam, Lahore, and the Dargah 
Sharif a t  Ajrner. Each of these institutions receives pecuniary aid from 
Afghanistan ; the two former being in the enjoyment of b e d  grants-in-aid. 
Last year, on the occasion of the annual " Urs " ceremony a t  Ajmer, some 
sacred things were sent as presents to the Amir, through his Envoy, who 
in return gave a donation of Rs. 500 in aid of the Dargah Sharif. The Amir's 
motives for assisting these institutions in my opinion are not purely religious 
or social, but political. 

Turning now to the Amir's visit to Lndia, there arise four important ques- 
tions, viz :- 

( i )  Effect of the visit on the mind of the Amu and his followers. 

(ii) Effect of the visit on Afghanistan. 

(iii) Effect of the visit on India. 

( iv)  Effect of the vieit on Foreign Governments. 



I give below serinti~n my views on each of these points :- 
(#I The satisfact,ory arrangement,~ made for the receptic~n of the Anlir, 

and a moat generous and cordial liosl)it;~lity accorded to His Majesty 
throughout his stay in India, decply inlpressed him, and liis Itrart 
overflowed with feelings of real gratitude a t  the time of I)itlcling 
farewell. - The Amir saw with liis ow11 eyes tl1.e might and power of 
the Governn~ent of India, and was fully convinced of its real supre- 
macy over Afgl~nnistan. The sight of irrigation works, mills, and 
roads ; and a closer acquaintance with the system of British adminis- 
tration in lndia inspired him with the idea of effecting similar 
improl-ements in Afghanistan, and as a result of his visit, His Rlajestr 
has already made some reforms in this direction. The introduction of 
telephones and motor-cars, which serve in Afghanistan as substitutes 
for telegraphs and railways respectively, is the outcome of the Amir's 
appreciation of useful institutions, with which he became personally 
acquainted during the course of his visit t o  India. The Sardars and 
other officials, who had accompanied His Majesty to  India, developed 
a tendency for Rest,ern manners, and their present mode of life, which 
now shon-s outward signs of refinement, will long serve to cornmenlorate 
the visit. Lastly, the hniir m as afforded exceptional opportunities to 
cultivate personal friendsllips with high Britisll officials. I t  will not 
be out of place to lnention here that though His Majesty apparently 
talres a great delight in keeping up a regular correspondence with some 
British ofticers, he strictly confines these relations to the purely self- 
interested side of friendship, which serve as a shield against official 
pressure, without making any concessions from his own side on any 
considerations whatsoever. 

(it) The visit has proved beneficial for Afghanistan. The work of construc- 
tion of roads and canals is making rapid progress. Trees have been 
planted on the road-sides, and necessary arrangements have been made 
for the care of young plants. Telephonic commuilication has been 
established between Jalalabad and Kabul. and new buildings u 

have been erected. There are signs of improvement all round, and 
Afghanistan may be said to have launched out on the path of reform. 

(iii) As the visit was n purely pleasure trip, the people of India enjoyed 
a delightful view of the light side of the Afghan ruler and his retinue. 
Both thz 3Iuhn:nmxdans and Iiindus were favourably impressed with 
Amir Habibulla Khan, and entertained a liking for him. 

(iz,) It is almost impossible for me to dwell on this point, but I may 
venture to submit that had the Amir expressed his agreement with 
the Anglo-Russian Convention, the other powers would have remained 
unshaken in their belief that the Amir's visit to  India had perma- 
nently strengthened the ties of friendship between Afghanistan and the 
British Government. 

The Awzir's relations with Native States in Ivdia.-As far as I know, Amir 
Habibulla Khan has got no relations with any of the Native States in India. 

His Majesty however contributed Rs. 4,500 towards the Hyderabad Flood 
Relief Fund in 1908, and the money was remitted through the Government of 
India. 

The Amir has only got personal friendly relations with the Maharaja of 
Gwalior in commemoration of the hoepitality accorded to His Majesty during 
the course of his visit to Gwalior. 

The only Muhammadan State which turns with hopeful eyes to  Afghanistan 
ie Tonk in Rajputana. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan, the present 
chief of Tonk, belongs to the Bunerwal tribe of the Salarzai clan. I n  connec- 
tion wit11 the relation of this State with Afghanistan, the following information 
came to hand, which, in all probability, seems correct :- 

(9 When Nawab Muhammad Ali Khan, father of the present Chief, came 
under a cloud, he sent a message through a special man to the late 



Amir Abdur Rahman. The name of the messenger wao Mulls Ahdul 
Majid, who conveyed the message to the late Amir, through Kazi 
Sand-ud-din, a t  present holding the post of Kazi-ul-Kuzzat (Chief 
Judge). The message was to the effect that the late Amir should 
make a recommendation to His Excellency the Viceroy on behalf 
of the deposed Namab. Abdur Rahman replied to the effect that 
his recammendation would serve no useful purpose, and might, perhaps, 
result in further aggravating the ex-Nawab's calamities. 

(ii) When Major Pritchard was Political Agent in Tonk, he noticed grave 
irregularities in the conduct of the present Chief, and wanted to  
check them. At this, the N a ~ a b  sent one Sahibzada Muhammad 
Hanif Khan to Calcutta to Sardar Muhammad Ismail Khan, the 
late Amir's Envoy with the Government of India, with the mewage 
that he should try homehow to get Major Pritchard transferred 
fiom Tonk. In reply, Ismail Khan said that he would do as desired, 
provided the Nawab paid him two lakhs of rupees. The Namab 
did not send the required amount, and the matter ended with the 
Kabul Envoy's reply. 

Amir's Agents in  India.-The following are the Amir's Agents in India :- 

(2) Colonel Haji Shah Beg Khan, Amir's Envoy with the Government of 
India. 

(ii) Colonel Ghulam Rasul Khan, Amir's Trade Agent in Bombay. 

(iit) Dost Muhammad Khan, Amir's Trade Agent a t  Karachi. 

(iv) Mirza Ghulam Haidar Khan, Afghan Post Master a t  Peshawar. 

(v )  Nazar Muhammad Alam Khan, Rawalpindi. 

On the occasions of the Amir's birthday and coronation, Colonel Ghulam 
Rasul Khan hoists the Afghan flag, in Bombay, and invites his co-religionists 
and others to dinner-parties. The life of the British Agent at  Kabul, as com- 
pared with such public celebrations by the Amir's Agents in India, greatly 
reflect on the policy of toleration by the British Government towards Afghanistan. 

Mirza Ghulam Haidar Khan, Afghan Post Master, and Nazar Muhammad 
Alam are very energetic, and show a great devotion to the cause of the Amu. 
Nazar Muhammad Alam is very clever in intrigues. 

Besides these persons, there are a large number of secret Afghan Agents in 
India. A party of the followers of Shakkar Khan, resident of Hazarnao, and a 
notorious dacoit, is constantly committing various crimes, such as thefts of 
arms, dacoities, burglaries, and murders of European soldiers in different parts 
of India. The whole party consists of about 400 men, and they come in batches 
to India every year. 

The Am+ also has paid news-writers in different parts of India, and I have 
already supplied the names of some of them to the Foreign Office. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ARMY. 

Sardar Inayatulla Khan, eldest son of the Amir, is the head of the Regular 
Forces in the whole of Afghanistan, and holds the rank of h"3rdar Sular. He 
takes pains like an ordinary soldier, andshows zeal in receiving irlstmctions in 
drill from Colonel Mahmud Sami, the Turk. The young Sarclar now personally 
reviews the troops ; employs his military knowledge to the hedt advantage ;and 
on the whole seems to be much interested in his work. He is, however, still 
lacking in advanced military training, for the obvious reason that his tutor, 
RIahmud Sami, is not a thoroughly qualified man. 

Sardar Amanulla Jan, third son of the Amir, is the head of the Khassndars 
(Irregular Forces). He is improving in his work, though for the present he chiefly 
act.; on the advice of his councillor, Brigadier Ahmed Jan. 

Sardar Amir Muhammad Khan, Tagawi, is the Sipah Salar (Commander- 
in-Chief). He is entirely lacking in energy, being now advanced in age, and has 
little or no technical knowledge. He is, however, the most infiuential Khan 
of the Tagawi tribe, and can, when the occasion demands, muster thousands of 
armed tribesmen in the field. He is the real uncle of Sardar 1n;~yatulla's mother, 
and these facts sufficiently account for his high and responsible position. 
He is looked upon with respect by the military officers in the high grades, aud 
being a le~lient officer is not unpopular among his subordinates. The names 
of Naib-Sulars alld Generals, subordinate to the Sipah Sahr, are given below :- 

1. Knbul- 
1. Sher Muhammad Khan, Andri . . . . . . Naib Salar. 
2. Muhammad Naim Khan . . . . . . . . Naib Salar. 
3. Akram Khan alias Kako Jan. .  . . . . . . General. 
4. Saiyid Shah Khan . . . . . . . . General. 
6. Taj Muhammad =an . . . . . . . . General. 
6. Nadir Khan . . . . . . . . . . General. 

2. Kandahur- 
Abdunashid Khan . . . . . . . . . . General. 

3. Herat- 
The post is vacant ; the late General Wakil Khan having died. 

4. Maimam- 
Abdul Ghaffur Khan . . . . . . . . . . General. 

5. Mazar-i-Shu.rif-- 
. . . .  Muhammad Umar Khan . . . . General. 

6. Badaksham- 
Ha i Gul Khan . . . . . . . . . . General. 

Nadir Khan, Abdul Ghaffur Khan, and Haji Gul Khan are the best fitted 
for service, and the most energetic of all the above officials. Sher Muhammad 
Khan, Andri, had once been famous for bravery, but he is now aged, being over 
90. Judged from the point of view of technical knowledge, none of the above 
named Generals would be found conversant with military tactics, or competent 
to  satisfactorily lead the troops to war. Some of these Generals are, however, 
useful: as in case of necessity, they can exert their influence in mustering 
their tribesmen in the field. Next in rank to the Generals come the Brigadier 
Kernels, and Kumedans ; and last of all come the Agitan (Adjutant) ; Sergeant- 
Major ; and Havalder. 

Disciplinary measures are not yet strictly observed, and sometimes a snb- 
ordinate oilicer on the strength of his personal influence, cares little about carrying 
out the orclers of his saperiors, but in fairness to the rllilitary administration, 
it mush be admitted that discipliue is improving. 

Rec~ruits.-The recruits are supplied by the leading Khans of the various 
tribes, and the village Maliks are required to contribute them under the system 



known as " Hasht Nafri, " i.e., one-eighth of the total agricultur~~l population. 
The nanles of the recruits are drawn by lottery for enlktment in the army. 
The recruits, however, try their best, and even spend moiley to purchase exemp- 
tion, alld no doubt some succeed in getting it cliic.liy with the assistance of tlje 
medical authorities, who are required to certify to their health. 

pay.-Durbg the time of the late Amir Abdur Rahman, the rate of tile 
soldier's pay was fixed a t  Rs. 8 (Rabuli), or Rs. 4 (British coin) per measem, 
and though the pay was in arrear5 for several months, no complaiuts were made 
as to its inadequacy. In fact the pay was regarded as a sort of allowance to 
the members of the army who were a t  liberty to follow their private avocations, 
or to eihrn money for their livelihood in any manner they liked. There were 
no hard-and-fast regulations, and tlie soldiers were required, on rare occasions 
only, to assemble for drills, or to perform military services. No deductio~ls 
on accouilt of uniforms, etc., were made from their pay, and punishment was 
inflicted iu exceptionally extreme cases of breach of discipline. Above all, the 
prices of the important staples of food were low, and on the whole the soldiers 
faired well. The present Amir has raised the rate of pay to  Rs. 10 (Kabuli), 
or Rs. 5 (British coin) per mensem, but has strictly enforced day and night 
attend<ince in the lines, and, except Fridays, parade and drill exercises are per- 
formed for hours daily, morning and evening. Deductions on account of boots 
and similar supplies are made from the pay of the soldiers, and corporal punish- 
ment or tines are infhcted for slight offences. Added to these, prices of important 
food-stufs are rising, and the soldiers are reduced to live on the verge of poverty, 
which has talcell the heart out of them. The Orderly Regiments, which are 
stationed a t  Kabul, are, however, supplied with good uniforms, and enjoy the 
privilege of buying food grains a t  reduced rates during the course of their travels 
with the Amir. They also receive their pay regularly after every two months, 
and are on the whole better off. In  consequence, the soldiers in the outlying 
provinces have given them the nickname of " Bahishti ~ ' a u j  " (Heavenly Army). 
The nzirzns (clerks) appointed to distribute the pay of the army do not keep 
accounts in a proper manner, and get opportunities of receiving gratifications. 
The higher officers also always expect presents from the soldiers, and one often 
sees ;t soldier bringing gl~ee, or a sheep as a present for his Kernel, on return 
fro111 lmve. The officers in the army of the outlying cantonments advance money 
t o  their trusted subordinates, and send them to hilly tracts to purchase wool- 
cloth, ghee, and similar commodities of trade a t  favourable rates. The articles 
thus purchased are then sold with profit in large towns, and the earnings are 
divided between the officers and the soldiers concerned. 

liniform.-When I first went to Kabul in 1907 the soldiers, except those of 
the Body Guards, wore no uniforms worth the name, and were clad in a variety 
of dresses and native shoes, torn and ragged. The army stationed a t  Kabul has 
now been supplied with uniforms, and all wear boots. The existing strength of 
the army in Kabul numbers about 10,000, and when occasion demands, the 
full number is turned out in uniform. The uniforms are made of blue and khaki 
drill. The full dress of the Orderly Regiments consists of red banat and black 
trousers. Each regiment has a separate colour for the cuffs and collars. The 
head dress is a cap a f t e~  the English fashion. The Amir himself and Sardar 
Inayatulla Khan, as well as the other high officers of the army wear, even, on 
Durbar occasions, Japanese caps, which resemble those worn by Admirals oE the 
British Navy. Full dress uniform is always kept in the State stores, and the 
soldiers can only wear i t  when absolutely necessary. No deductions on account of 
uniforms, except boots, are made from the soldiers' pay, but should a soldier lose 
or destroy in any other way his uniform or a portion of it, double price is deduct- 
ed from his pay. The officers are, however, required to pay for their uniforms, 
which they grudge greatly owing to their small pay. The details of pay of the affi- 
cers, with other particulars, have already been supplied by me to the Intelligence 
Branch of the Division of the Chief of the Staff. 

Arms.-The Orderly Cavalry and Regiments are supplied with Lee-Metforda, 
and the rest carry Martini-Henrys. On the whole, old arms are being gradually 
replaced by new and superior weapons. The Body Guards are iurnished with pis- 



tola. I n  place of swords, a weapon of Kabul make, callerl " Ifarha, " i,q worn. 
I t  has a straight blade, wide and pointed, ant1 is handier anrl more useful. 

Lines.--In Kabul proper and in Jalalabad, lines for the army after the FJngliqh 
rnoclel have reached completion. They are large, u.c.iI vcnril:ttrd, satis- 
factory arrangements have been made for their upkeep 2nd m:rintenanre. TIle 
quartc5rs for officers are being constructed close to them, some of t.klcm }L:rvp 

already heen completed. The flag of each battalion is hoisted on tlleir 
barracks. The lines of the Orderly Regiments are sit,,~:tt,~rl clo3c to t,lle Amir's 
residence. The rest of the army are stationec! at the Slierpur Cantonment,, near 
the Kabul cii,,-, v-bere lines are being put in order ; but arc: not completed 
yet. It is a15 J rdmoured that new barracks are being co~s t ruc t ,~d  in the 
provinces. 

Drill.-Instructions in drill are not yet imparted accorcliu,n to a uniform 
standard. The Punjabi drill-masters, retired soldiers of the British Army, teach 
English drill in Pushtu 0.- Persian, while Turkish instructors have taught i t  on 
Turkish lines. Again, some soldiers are trained in the old native Puvhtuni drill, 
and a party of about fifty persons learnt Russian drill a t  Paghman from 9 Pathan, 
who had been for some time in Russia. The matter of adopting a uniform 
st,andard of drill was, therefore, discussed a t  Kabul a t  the beginning of this year. 
Sardar Inayatulla Khan supported the Turkish system of drill, while Sardar 
Nasrulla Khan favoured the Punjabi system, but up to this the Amir has reserved 
his decision, and no final orders have been issued in the matter. Military exer- 
cises are still restricted to Company drill only, though Turkish drill-masters 
occasionally muster the troops in the vicinity of the hills, and engage in sham 
fights. There is an entire absence of advanced military training in Afghanistan 
for want of a competent master. 

G?jmnastics.-About 200 young and selected soldiers attend the gymnasium, 
and have become duly trained. They receive Rs. 12 Kabuli per mensem each, 
against Rs. 10 given to an ordinary soldier. The Amir occasionally awards prizes 
t o  deserving men. The soldiers who successfully finish their courae of training in 
this school are sent to outlying provinces to start local schools of gymnastics there. 
His Majesty takes a special interest in gymnastic performances on festival occa- 
sions. 

Powers o/ higher officers. -Every Commanding Officer is invested with some 
powers over his subordinates, which vary according to the grade or position 
of each officer ; but matters relating to  appointments, degradations, promo- 
tions, dismissals and the like invariably come up before Sardar Inavatulla 
Khan. The rules in force in the Army empower Sardar Inayatulla Khan to  
fill up all appointments below the rank of Captain a t  his own discretion. The 
appointments of Captain and Subedar requ'ire the sanct,ion of Sardar Nasrulla 
Khan, and the appointments above these ranks are made with the approval of His 
Majesty the Amir. Sardar Inayatulla Khan avoids Sardar Nasrulla Khan's 
interference in milit,ary affairs as far as possible and prstically submit,s his proposals 
t o  His Majesty direct, without consulting Sardar Nasrulla Iihan. AS is generally 
the case under depositic rule, the Amir sometimes exercises his autilority in trivial 

and the head of the department and his assistants exercise only such 
powers as may be to  conform to the peculiar circumstances of the 
case. 

MagaziTte.-There are magazines in the Kabul city, and ammunition 
is plentiful. In Afghanistan, however, no body seems to  think that  after a certain 
time ammunition becomes useless. The dynamite most probably must have 
become quite useless. Some of the cartridges which were made in Kabul are too 
big, or too short for some of the cannons, and Sir Salter Pyne is blamed for this. 
~h~ cartridges prepared in the Kabul workshops are kept in large numbers in the 
arsenals, there being little expenditure owing to the infrequency of musketJ3' Prac- 
tice. 

~ h i ~ i ~ ~  troops.-since 1909, the troops in Kabul has been dirided into 
separate brigades, and it  is rumoured that similar divisions have been mrde in the 
outlying provinces. There are a t  present four brigades in Kabul. and details of 
each of them are given in the strltement attached hereto. 
C884FD 
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Battery and Car 'a l r~  e91~ipmeflt.-Saddles and other leather goods are imported 
fronl Ca'rll~ore. The Orderly C'avalry is furnished with rnddles of the English 
nl l l i tar~ pattern, but arrangements for their up-keep are very unsatis- 
factory, sa( ldl~s and other leathrr goods are soon spoilt. ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~  works have 
been ht:~rt~cl ill KDIJuI, but for the present they are not sufficient even for local 
recluirt.ments. 

Ijorscs. -Tile horses are thin and lean, and quite unfitted for Cavalry and 
fsrtillery 1)Ilrpohc~. ponies of the cavalry can do good work in connection with 
c:brr!.illg malls, 1 ut  tlley are useless for field service. I have had occasion 
to see tllche allimals on parade, and always fourid them in a miserable condition. 
Horses are 110t, however, rare in Afghanistan, but they are more suited for 
a n i m ~ b  than for active service. 

T~ans~ort . - In Afghanistan, ponies are chiefly employed for transport work. 
In winter camels are a180 engaged. Elephants are employed only for carrying 
unnsually heavy loads. A pony can carry 29 maunds, and one groom is eufficient 
to  manage five ponies. A loaded pony can travel about 24 miles per day, but good 
~ o n i e s  under liglit loads might travel greater distances. The total number of 
State ponies througllout Afghanistan is about 6,000 only, but a t  one time, and a t  
one  lace, not more than one half of them oan 1 e collected, because there is fear 
of other State u~orlcs suffering. The State ponies are not well fed, and as a result 
of this only about three tl~ousand would be found really fit for hard work. Denthe 
arnolig pollies arc frequent, and this is due to the insufficiency of food, which 
is genrrally stolen by Mirakl~ors and their assistants. No separate trans- 
poit arra~lgemellts have been made for each division of the army, and whenever 
transport is requirecl, orders are issued to the Qabuclti Bashi (officer in charge of 
transport), \vl1o, i11 his e~bgerness to assert his authority, always supplies the requi- 
sitiu~i s l~ort  of tlie lemnnd, to tlle great vesation of the indenting officer. About 
1.200 p o ~ ~ i e s  arc always ltept in rt serve for His Majesty's own requirements, and 
escept ~ r ~ i t h  the express permissior~ of the Amir no one can use them. In 1909, the 
Amir imvortecl more tllan 200 bullocks fro111 India, and a t  the same time carte 
werc t , u ~ l ~ ' f ( v  transport purposes. About l ~ l f  of the bullocks have already died, 
and tllc rer~iilinder are either starving, or art. rendered unfit for work, owing to the 
insuffic it.llcy of ~~rovisions, which are regul, rly tampered with by the menial staff. 
Tr;~nsport arrangements are, on the whole, very unsatisfactory. I n  1907, the 
Amir purchased machinerg. for a wool factory, but it has not up to time reached 
ICabul, alld is lying a t  Jagdalak for want of suitable transport arrangements. 
This is tlle \\,\.calrest point of the Afghanistan military force, and should the country 
suddenly engage in war against a foreign invader, the arrangements for transport 
of ammIulitions of war ard provisions would cause most serious anxiety, and it  is 
very lilrely tllat officers in charge of the work, who must a t  the same time attend t o  

equnllv lnlportant duties would be utterly unable to  cope successfully with 
the worl<. The Amir has recently arranged for the import of about 200 mules 
from India, but evidently this small addition will not improve the situation to 
any appreciable extent. 

TelLts.-There is no separate tent equippage for each regiment. Tents are 
stored in the State godowns, and may be talien for use when necessity arises. 

supply of provisions.--There is no satisfactory arrangement for the supply of 
provisions. They are by the peasantry according to requirements, and 
tlleir prices are taken illto account a t  the time of harvesting, but i t  is on rare 
occasions that tile real suppliers ever receive refunds of mane , as they are either i disallowed by tllp State, or if allowed, go LO fill up the pockets 0 middlemen. There 
are State pannries a t  Kabul, as well as a t  the head-quarters of other provinces* 
bllt they mil short of supplies towards the close of the harvest time. 
Fodder is sczrce betnreen March and May, and the price of food grains also runs 
high. It will be very and trying for Afghanistan t o  engage in war at such 
a time, 

s ~ ~ ~ , , ' ~ . - T ~ ~ ~ ~  are kncha serais a t  almost all the stages situated at a distance 
of about 12 miles from each other on the important routes given :- 

(i) Dakka to Kabul. 
(ii) Kabul to  Kandahar. 



(iiq') Kandahar to Herat. 
(;v) Herat to Mazar-i-Shltrif. 
@) Mazer-i-Sharif to Kabul. 
(vl] Kabul to Herat vili the Hazamjat. 

Each serai occupies an area of about 200 square feet. I t  has one entrance only 
through which a man on horseback can easily pass. Four towers, about 24 feet 
high, are erected in each corner. The walls above the roof have loopholes for 

firing guns. Similarly the towers have loopholes for firing cannons. Tlle roof8 
are generally dome-shaped, and are, therefore, sufficiently strong to bear the 
weight of about 400 men, who might easily fire guns a t  the same time from above 
the roof. In  cases of emergency, each serai is sufficient to accom~nodnte 500 men 
and 12 cannons. With very few exceptions, the serais have sufficient supplies of 
water close by, end are situated a t  convenient distances from human habitations. 
No provisions are, however, stored in the serais, nor is there any arrangement 
for the supply of water inside the buildings. A flag is hoisted on each serai. 

Body Guards :- 
The First Body Guards are Saroses. 
The Second 9 ,  Khanspors. 
The Third 9 9 Mirspors. 
The Fourth 9 , Rikabis. 

The total number of these Body Guards varies between three and four hun- 
dred men. They are entirely composed of young Sardars, and the sons of other 
affluent persons. The Commanding Officers are special courtiers of the Amir. 
They are very well furnished with uniforms and arms, and their horses are good. 
A detailed account of the Body Guards was submitted in 1908, and will be 
found in my " Tour in Afghanistan. " 

Total military strength of Afgha9aistan.-In 1908, I submitted a detailed list 
of the total strength in Afghanistan to the Division of the Chief of the Staff in 
Simla, and the " Army List " of Afghanistan, revised in the light of the informa- 
tion supplied by me and published in 1909, gives the following estimates of the 
total strength :- 

Sabres . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,000 
Rifles . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,000 
Sappers . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500 
Batteries . . . . . . . . .- . . 450 
Khassadars and Khawanin Sowara . . . . . . 38,000 

I n  1909 I again made an attempt to obtain an accurate list of the Afghan 
Army, and succeeded to some extent in getting it. I will submit the list under a 
separate cover, and only give below the results :- 

Sabres .- . . . . . . . . . . 24,206 
Rifles . . . . . . . . . . . 71,783 
Sappers and Khawanin Sowars ... . . . . Could not get 

any information 
on this head. 

Batteries .. - - . . . . . . 2,349 
Khaseadars . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,590 

It is evident that there is a great difference between the totals now obtained, 
and those printed in the " Revised Army List." The explanation of this lies in 
the fact that the former total gives the existing strength only, while the total now 
given shows the number which ought t o  exist. I can say that the actual strength 
existing even now will be found less than that given in the list for 1908, for there 
is not a single infantry regiment which has its full complement of men, and the 
cavalry is short by about one-half of its number. To all practical purposes the 
list of 1908 is, therefore, well near the mark. In  ~onsiclcrat io~ of the above figures, 
and in view of the information that I have gained from various sources during 
my stay in Afghanistan, I think the present military strength of Afghanis- 



tnn ,  holll foot and horse, varies between 50,000 and 60,000. Of tbia 
10,000 n1.e sl,tciorlf!(l in the Kabul and 8herpllr Cantonments, and the rest are 
st,&( ioll('[I i l l  ol,ller parts of the country. The increaae in the numbers of 
gi\ t , i i  Ill 1 T171iiellt total, seems correct, as a large pumher of unser,iceable 
are I! : h t ,  c':rntonme~lt, which only tend to swell the figures, uithout 
ins on the re 11 slrength. 

Mis~~lla)jpous.-There are four companies of Infantry and four troops of 
Cavalry orderlies to Sardar Nasrulla Khan. These men draw their pay from 
the 1Jilitary Department, and are supplied with uniforms a t  the State expense. 
Similarly, the other brother8 of the Amir, sons, and Harems, have got orclerlies 
the number of 2,356 foot and 1,255 horse sanctioned by His Majesty. They are 
also paid from State fnrds. The Police Force is reckoned under " military 
strength, " and 200 men of the Fire Brigade form part of the Police force. 

Medals.-The soldiers have got silver medals awarded them by the late 
~ m i r ,  as well as by the present ruler, but they do not take them a t  their value, 
and sell t1tc.m a t  Rs. 2 Kabuli or SO. The medals so obtained by purchme are 
worn ~ u b l i c l ~ ,  and the authorities do not care to put a stop to this practice. 

General condition.-During the last three years, the Infantry 
have made good progress. Invalids and old men have been replaced by youn 
and strong recruits. The Orderly regiments are made up of strong men, an{ 
have turned out smart by receiving military exercises regularly, and may fairly 
be called upon to take arms with advantage against an enemy in the battlefield. 
The rest of the infantry is also making a marked improvement all round. 

Siniilarly invalid and old persons in the Khassadars (Irregular Forces) have 
been given leave to retire, and the rest are required to learn drill a t  Kabul and 
other neighbouring cantonments. On the whole, they are better off than before, 
and with the exception of a few, the various regiments are now almost equal to 

other in strength. The cavalrv is not in a healthy condition. The horses 
are not good. The sowars are untrained, and could never be expected to facs 
an enemy with advantage. The artillery, with the exception of the mountain 
battery, is as bad as the cavalry. The soldiers of the artillery have nab 
a thorough grounding in their work, and they cannot even h e  salutes withoub 
making numerous mistakes. 

In  addition to the above, there are Khuwanin Sowars in all parts of the 
country. Every leading man (Khan) of his clan or tribe is in receipt of a small 
annual allowance from the State, in return for qupplylng a fixed number of 
eowars in cases of emergency. The arrangement 1s more a sham than a reality, 
and though I have already given a list of the Khawanin Sowars in my report 
on the " Tour in Afghanistan in 1907, " I do not think they are really main- 
tained. 

The military strength of Afghanistan is in fact quite inadequate 
to defend the country against a foreign invasion, and the Amir, as well as the 
leading Sardars, fully r e a h  the situation. But they rely greatly on the Afghan 
subjects, who are apparently one nation in the widest sense of the word, and 
have one religion. They possess arms and know how to use them. They are 
believed to forget their tribal differences in making a common cause for the 
honour of their nation and country against a foreign invader. 

Madrassa Harbiya Siraj$a (Sirajiya Military School).-  his school was 
started in 1908, but was formally opened in January 1909. Sardar Nasrulla Khan 

the ceremony ; the Amir being ill on the day fixed for it. Colonel 
Mahmud Asami originally to establish a military school on a grand 
scale. ~h~ ~~i~ liked the idea much, and ordered the scl:ool to be opened and 
called after his title. The Amir gave his eldest son, Inayatulla Khan, first as a 
cadet, and afterwards his third son, Amanulla Jan, who have finished their 
training successfully. 

~t first the idea was to admit Muhammadzais (the Amir's own clan) only, 
but afterwards boys of other principal tribes were also taken- At first 8 

list of the boys, who were thought fit to be taken into school, was prepared. The 
C88lFD 



number went up to 150, but when t.he school WM actually opened, the names onlv 
of 113 boys were actually registered, after medical examination. Some of the& 
left the school afterwards. Now there are 72 boys, who attend the school 

Out of these 72 hoys, 30 are Muhamrnadzais. There are four classes 
into whlch the boys are divided according to their age. The eldest boys will 
remain in the school for one year only. The next two years. Those who are 
in the third class will have to remain for three years, and in the 4th class for four 
years. In  the 4th class there are twenty boys, who are of very tender age. 
They carry air-guns a t  parade. 

The school is located in the " Chiramgari garden." The building is 
suitable one, and is well furnished on the western style. 

The boys come to school a t  7 A. M. and return home a t  6 P. M. From 7 
3 o'clock (8 hours) the classes are taught literature, mathematics, et,c., and after- 
wards up to 6 in the evening, drill and gymastics. Sometimes the boys are taken 
out to the fields for a camp-of-exercise. Recess is given a t  intervals. I n  the 
morning a11 the boys are served with tea, and a t  noon breakfast. Each of the 
boys has been given t h ~ e e  suits of clothes and boots. Each of them also gets 
a cake of soap and a white collar every week. No fee has been levied on them 
as yet, nor has anvthing been taken from them on account of feeding or clothing. 
I t  is said that deductions will be made from the pay and allowances of the parenb 
afterwards. 

Up to this time the lessons are given generally on blackboards in the classee. 
The books are in the press. Mahmud Asami, the Turk, says that  the A f g h a ~  
are intentionally delaying the work on account of jealousy. 

Sardar Nasrulla Khan is the patron ; Mahmud Asami the Principal ; two 
other Turks and two Kabuli Mullas Professors. 

The table attached shows the detail of the subjects taught in the school, 
and the apportionment of the time. The Turkish language is also being taught, 
and the drill is also on the Turkish system. 

The boys are trained to live in western style. The only thing which Sardar 
Nasrulla Khan has not agreed to allow is the use of a knife and fork, though the 
food is served on tables. 

The school has its separate band. Mahmud Asami is doing his best to bring 
i t  up to the mark. He is very industrious. 

His ability and his keenness in work have made the Afghan military 
officers jealous of him. The position has changed very much since last year. 
Before i t  was only a friendly rivalry, which has now developed into enmity. 
If nothing disastrous happens to Mahmud Asarni, the school is bound to 
prosper. 



Time-bbk of Sirajiya Military School at Kabul. 

Debate. 
t Gketching. 
$ Direetiona on Camp Me and camping. 
5 Fencing. 
n Riding. 
Q Arm and oniform parade. 
** Obedionoe k, the King and the dutk  u a m u r r p b .  

%YO 

Fridsy .. . . 
hturdsy .. .. 
6 ~ n d s y  .. .. 
hl0nd.q .. .. 
T h y  .. .. 
W=b@d.%p .. . . 
Tbo18day .. . . 

1st Hour, 

.... 
Tazskirah* .. 

Ditto . . 
Ditto . . 
Ditto .. 
Ditto .. 
Ditto .. 

REMARKS. 6th Hour. 

.... 
Breakfaat . . 

Ditto . . 
Ditto . 
Ditto .. 
Yitto .. 
Ditto .. 

2nd H o w  

.... 
Naviet . . 
History . . 
Geography .. 
Nezriat . . 
History . . 
Geography . . 

I 
1 

7th Hour. 8th Hour. 
I 
I 

.... I .... 
1 . . . I Gymnastics. 

n t t o  .. j n t h .  

Ditto .. i  
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 

3rd Hour. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

4th Hour. 6th Hour. 

. . . . I  .... 1 .... 
Mathematics . . 
Hindm (Euclid 7) 

Turkieh . . 
Mathematics . . 
H i n b  .. 
Turkish . . 

TR-m and Tarsma Theology . . 
Safriat . . Ckmespondence . . 

I 
Match and I t n c h i  Koran Sharif . . 

I 
Farosia fl . . I Theology . . 
Nazamat and Correspondence . 

Tah brat.7 
Tarbia sad dsb- ' Koran Sharif . . I ria ** 



CHAPTER V. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

Policc.-There is a police station in Kabnl, as well as at the headquarters 
province. The officer in charge of the station is called Kotwal, a r d  is Ile]d 

responsible for maintaining peace in the 1 rovince concerned. The Kotwal of 
Kabul is called Amin-ul-Asas, and by virtue of this office, is the head of the whole 
of the police in Afghanistan. There is a paid headman calleti Kalantar in each 
mohalla. His pay varies from Rs. 200 to  300 (Kabuli) per annum according to 
the size of the mofalla. The headman's duties are similar to those of a lambar- 
dar, and in discharging these he is assisted by the police. 

The police are included in the military force of Afghanistan, and the Police 
Brigade consists of three infantry regiments, three cavalry, three mounted bat- 
teries, and three field batteries. They wear bl-,ck uniforms, and :.re supplied 
with modern arms. The Kotwal of the Kabul city is the honorary Brigadier of 
the Police. 

The police are employed on watch and ward duty and in investigating crimirlal 
cases. The department is malring some progress, and is proving a source of 
relief instead of unnecessary annoyance to the people, as was the case in former 
days. The 1,olice establishment is paid a t  the same rate as the Military Depart- 
ment, and there is no difference in the status of an ordinary police sepoy and that 
of a soldier of His Majesty's Orderly Regiment. The 1 olice are, however, addicted 
to the vice of bribe-taking more than that of any other department of the 
State. 

Raldari (Passport).-No person can enter or leave Afghanistan without a duly 
authoriaed passport, which can be obtained from the officials deputed for the pur- 
pose 04 t,he various frontiers of the country. The  assp port for leaving the country 
is obtained from t,he Kotwal in large towns on payment of a fixed fee. The British 
Agent and his followers are given passports witth the special permission of the Amir. 

Intoxicating d~.r(qs and liquors.-There a *e no distilleries in Kabul, except one 
in which spirit is distilled for varnish and other similar purposes. The Muham- 
madalls are strictly forbidden the use of liquors, and cases of violation are severely 
dealt with. Some individuals, holr-ever, secretly use imported wine from 
India. The Hindus distil wine in their town houses, and are not prohibited its 
use within doors. The Jews chiefly use brewed wine. The Muhammadans, how- 
ever, drink mztsallas, i.e., extracts obtained by boiling the juice of grapes. I t  is 
not fermented like the brewed wine, and is consequently less intoxicating. The 
stimulating effect produced by this wine is called Khuslr. Hawa, i.e., feeling plea- 
sant. 

Charas and Charm oil are freely used in Kandahar, and are not subject to heavy 
taxation. The use of bhung is rare. Madhak and Chandoo are entirely unknown. 
Opium is sold through licensed vendors a t  nearly half the rates prevailing in 
India. 

Slaz;ery.-The trade in slaves was formerly carried on quite openly, and i t  ia 
a fact that a t  the time of the conquest of the Hazarajat by the late Amir, thousands 
of girls mere caught and sold for the low sum of Rs. 10 Kabuli per head. Since 
the present Amir's accession, some restrictions have heen imposed, and the people 
now deal in this trade searetly. Slave girls generally come from the Hazarajat, 
Tagao, and Kafiristan Ilaqas, and sell a t  prices varying from Rs. 60 to  Rs. 300 
Kabuli. The affluent men have thus kept hundreds of girls, who possess no 
rights of their own, and are like cattle, treated as private property of the owners. 

Jails.-There are four jails in Kabul which are ins>rfficiellt to accommodate 
the full number of prisoners -several thousands. There are no regulations for the 
efficient control and discipline of prisoners in the jails, and sanitary arrangements 
are still in their infancv. The prisoners are not required to perform any regular 
labour and are only employed on sundry works. The warder sometimes encourages 
a, prisoner to beg alms from a passer by which, if given, is divided between the war- 
der and the prisoner. Sufficient precautions are, however, taken to  safeguard 



~r~~~~~~ lrom empin& and ~ u c h  chances are f~lrthe, renclcrc~l rarc-owjng to the 
 PI'^^^^'^^^^^^ generally da red  by the prisoners, anrl Rghtly too, that heavier 
pulli'hment be meted out, not only to the absconder, but also to his 
relatives. The ~ ~ ~ ~ o l l e r s  are h l y  fettered with chains and haodcuffa, and in special 
cases they are kept bound with unusually heavy fetters. 

The most dreadful Jail is that howr!  as the S k h  Chah (black well), which 
is made digging a deep hole in the ground, and roofing it  over. The ltctter 
has a openil% in the middle to  enable a man to paas tlrrough. The is 
strict,ly watched by a special guard placed a t  the entrance. The hole is not ven- 
t,ilated* and no arrangements are made to keep i t  clean. The unfortunate 
victims are unable to endure this forrn of torture, and die in the well. should 
man happen to outlive the period of his punishment, he comes out emaciated 
and sightless, only to  breathe his last in the open air, after a short time. 

Hospihls.-Dming the time of the late Amir, there was only one Hospital 
Asfii~t~aut and a Compounder attached to the Amir's own staff. The present Amir 
has established hospitals, and medical officers have been imported from India 
and Tnrkey. Thc native physicians have been dismissed, and the Amir, as well 
as his fanlily and Sardars, resort to  English treatment. There is also an increas- 
ing tendency amollg the people to  use English medicines, and the Yunani method 
of treatment is declining. The English medicines do not, however, sell in the 
brtzars as  they are supplied a t  State expense, and some dii3cult,y is experienced in 
obtaining them. I n  view of the increasing demand for medicines, i t  is hoped 
that  a chemist's shop willsoon be opened in Kabul. In  the outlying districts, 
English medicines have not become popular yet, but as  Amir Habibulla Khan 
pays great attention to  improving niedical arrangements in his country, i t  is 
po~sible that in a few years a sufficient number of dispensaries will be opened 
througliout Afghanistan. 

Conswr:u~~c~l.-The sanitary arrangements of the Kabul city were a t  first 
very unsatisfactory, but there has been an appreciable improvement since the 
Amir's return from India, owing to t,he organiiat,ion of a separate conservancy 
establishment, under the supervision and control of the city Kotwal. Juvenile 
prisoners are employed as sweepers, and the expenditnre of t,he other establishments 
is mt:t from the income of house-tax, which has only recently been levied for the 
purpose. 

Zoological gardens.--The institution of R Zoological garden was founded in 
1907 after the AmirJs return from India, but; up t,o 1909 it hardly deserved this 
name, and i t  was o~ily a t  the beginning of this year that some bids,  monkeys, 
and a tigress were imported from India. The garden is a t  present tem~orari1.y at- 
tached to the Ark, but the construction of n permanent building on a su~table site is 
urider the consideration of the authorities. 

Forests.-Genera.lly speaking the moulitains in Afghanistan are almost bare, 
or are coverecl by snlall shrubs, w11ich do not serve any useful purpose. Pis- 
tachio trees, whicll are abundant in the Herat and Turkistan zlaqas, are of a small 
size, and cannot be used for building purposes. pill€! trees however, abundant 
in the Kunar Valley, and the wood is gcneri~llv usca.for State builclings. There 
is no separate Forest Department, aiicl the supervlslon of forests is entm5ted t o  
local officials only. 

Mines.-There is a ruby mine near Japlcrlnk, situated on the road t o  Jalala- 
bad, a t  a distance of about 59 nliles to the east, of the I(ab111 city. Tile mine is 
being worked at tho Sta,te expense, and is reglllarly wat(:.hed by a special guard. 
The outturn is, however, poor, and the rubies, which are iolllld in small particles 
only, do not fetch a high price. The rubies SO produced are, aft,er being beau- 
tifll]ly carved out, stored in the State Treasury. I t  is st,ated that in l 9O9  some Of 

tile ruby products were sold through one pestonji of Bombay- 
There is a gold mine in Kandahar which is Said to have once ~ r o d u m d  gold 

of p o d  ,quality, though the outturn was Snlall. The mine has for a lo% 
been closed, and steps are being taken to recommence o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

Coal was in Ghorbaed, but as i t  was not of good qoality, the 
operations were closed on the advice of Mr. Hayden, ~ h o r e  services We'' lent the 

I 



Governmellt of India to the Afghan Government.. Another con1 mine has recently 
been discovered near Lataband. Mr. Saise, a retired railway official, has, after 
an inspect,ion of the spot, g iveu hopes of a good prospect, and preliminary opera. 
tions have already begun. 

Mi,,t.-Silver coins contain a good deal of alloy which is partly mixed by the 
Statme, and partly through the dishonesty of the officials. The ordinary propor. 
tioll of alloy is two annas in the rupee, but in some cases i t  exceeds four annas. 
One Kabuli rupee is equal to twelve annas British coin. The other silver coins 
are :- 

Kira,n=Half rupee (Krtbuli). 

Abbasi or Tanga=Ard of a Kabuli rupee. 

Sannari=Ath of a Kabuli rupee. 

There is also a gold coin called T,illa, which is equal to Rs. 18 Kabuli. No 
is mixed in it. There are also copper coins : one pice five pice, (one shahi). 

Sixty pice make a rupee. 

The gold coin (Tilla) of Bolthara, and the silver coins of Persia are also current 
in the Kabul market. The rate of exchange of British coins is subject to frequent 
fluctuations. 

The Afghans have got no paper currency, but the currency notes of the Bri- 
tish and Russian Governments can be encashed or purchased in the Kabul market, 
and sometimes they are sold a t  a profit. 

Postal Department.-Postal stamps were first introduced during the reign of 
the b i r  Sher Ali Khan, 1871, but they are now rare, and a used stamp can 
with great difficulty be obtained a t  a minimum value of Rs. 30 (Kabuli). Amir 
Abdurrahmsn also introduced his own stamps, which were changed twice. The 
present Amir has issued improved stamps for letters and parcels respectively. 
Stamps for letters are of the following values :- 

One Abbasi =+ Kabuli rupee. L: 
Two Abbasis=g ,, ,, 
One rupez =one ,, ,, 
Postcard one shahi=+= of Gbu l i  rupee. 

Letters are also regist.ered on payment of a fee of two abbasis. 

The stamps for parcels are of the following values :- 

Three Shahie (Kabuli). 
Six-Shahie P) 

One-rupee n 

The number of outward and inward letters is increasing. The mail takes 
four days to reach Kabul from Peshawar, and is carried by runners, who change 
s t  every six miles. The Amir is not anxious to inlprove the existing arrangements 
for carrying the foreign mail, and i t  is immaterial to him if i t  is delayed. 
The Money Order system has not yet been introduced into Afghanistan. I n  some 
cas-, however, money is credited to the State Treasury in Kabul, and bills of 
exchange are obtained on outlying Treasuries, but in doing so the people have to 
pay perquisites to the officials, in addition to Government fees. 

Workshops.-There are workshops in Kabul for the manufacture of arms 
and boots, and a building for a wool factory is under construction. The machinery 
is expected to arrive shortly in Kabul, but great anxiety is felt for fuel arrangements 
as wood is scarce in the vicinity of Kabul. The Amir has under consideration a 

oject for the installation of electric power near Jabl-us-Siraj, where a river 
g a s  close by, and the velocity of water is suficient to yield 1,600 horse-power. 
It is estimated that 160 horse-power will suffice for the present workshops, and the 
rest will be utilized in providing the city with electric lights and a tramway. In 



obnnection with.thi8 project machinery to the value of 04 lakhe bas &eadp heen 
urchased, and 16 expected to reach shortly. A coal mine, near Lataband, is also 

geing 1)ms~ected. a t  the present moment, and the success of the wool factoIy chiefly 
depends on the lnstallatloll of electric power, or the discovery of coal. 

symptoms of Railways atla Te2~9r0pks.-The people of Afghanistan have 
become alive the advantages of Railways and Telegraphs by their frequent visite 
to 1ndia durlna the past quar!er of a century, and it is not too much to hope 
that these institutions will be introduced into Afghanistan. Amir Habihulla 
ghan  is favourably inclined towards them. He has already borrowed from Indie 
the telephone and motor-cars. Kabul has been joined with Paghman and Jala- 
labad by telophone, a t  a cost of about fifty thousand rupees. There are over a 
dozen motor-cars in the country, and the road between Dakka and Kabul has 
already been put in good order. Roads and bridges in other parts of Afghanis- 
tan are also under construction. 

Edtlcution.-In the past, education in Afghanistan was imparted on the old 
Mosque system. Instructions were generally confined to the Muhammadans. 
Theology and Persian literature, and in a few cases only high education in Histo?, 
Geography, etc., mas acquired by the descendants of rerlowned filaulvis and Kayis 
who considered advanced learning an indispensable condition for the main- 
tenance of their hereditary eminence. Soon after his accession to the throne, Amir 
Habihulla Khan felt the necessity of spreading modern education in Afghanis- 
tan, and laid the foundation of the " Habibya College." In 1909, I submitted an 
account of the start which this institution had made, and as things have not changed 
much since then, I cannot, perhaps, do better than attach a copy of the note 
with some slight alterations. I t  ran as follows :- 

Habibiya College nf Kabul.-The institution was established, after his own 
name, by Amir Habibulla Khan in October 1903. The start was made quite 
abruptly, apparently on the first impulse of the Amir without previously framing 
any rules or regulations or consulti~lg the men in power. The result was that 
the college did not make ally marked progress for four years up to 1907. The 
chief obstacle in its way was the ill-will of Sardar Abdul Kuddus Khan, tho 
Itirnad-ud-Daula, towards it. He was in power in those days and he considered 
i t  politically harmful to educate Afghans. More than once he declared 
openly that the stability of Afghan rule rested entirely on the " utter 
ignorance " of its subjects. It was for this reason that the Itimad-ud-Daula 
took very little interest in fostering the institution of which it was in great 
need during its infancy. 

The first batch of teachers was sent for from the Punjab through Sufi Ghulam 
Mohap-ud-din, one of the principal agents of the Anjaman-i-Himayat Islam, 
Lahore. Hafiz Ahnled Din, B. A., resident of the Shahpur district (village 
Jhawarian), the late Head Master of the Islamia School a t  Lahore, was the first 
teacher or Head Master of the Hahibiva College. With the Hafiz and after hlm 
came the following teachers from India :- 

(1) Sheilth Ahdul Rahim, B.A., resident of Amritsar, on Rs. 200 per 
mensem. 

(2) Maulvi Muhammad Charagh, brother of Doctor Abdul Ghani (under- 
graduate), resident of Gujrat, on Rs. 200 per mensem. 

(3) Msulvi Abdul Aziz (under-graduate), resident of Sialkot, on Rs. 150 
per mensem. 

(4) Maulvi Abdulla (under-graduate), resident of Gujranwala, brother of 
Kadir Bakhsh, on Rs. 160 per rnensem. 

(5) Maulvi Akbar Hussain (under-graduate), resident of Batala (District 
Gurdaspur), nephew of Doctor Ghulam Nabi, on Rs. 150 per men- 
sem. 

(6) Maulvi Najaf Ali, brother of Doctor Abdul Ghani, who was already 
employed here as the translator of newspapers, was appointed as 
Inspector of the School nominally. He was given no hand in the 
internal management of the school. 



. . Reaides t,he above mentioned teachers, some Afghan Maalris liltc Mnulvi 
MullRmmad Sarwar Khan and Maulvi Abdul Rnb Khan were engaged to teach 
Persiau and Arabic on 100 rupees, Kabuli, each. 

schocll was opei~ed in n, fine building called the " RlehmnllliI~a~~." 
During tile first year, notwitlistnnding the Itimad-ud-DauhJs opposition, the 
work ,lent 011 becanse the Amir himself tool< an interest in it. The following 
year it b e p n  to decline. The Amir's attentions were absolbed elsewhere, and 
the school was left entirely to the Head Master, who, having no one to support 
him, lost his hold on the staff. Najaf Ali and Muhammad Charagh with some 
otller men formed a party against the Hafiz, the Head Master, who was left no 
op t io~~ ,  but to let matters go from bad to worse. Discipline disappeared. The 

remained only nominal. The roll fell from 400 to 100. At this stage 
of confnsion the school was deprived of the services of its Head Master altoget,]ler. 
The Amir selected Hafiz Ahmed Din to teach him Urdu, and consequently 
the Hafiz had to accompany the Amir on his tours. 

When the school was 34 years old, the hmir's attentions were once nlore 
turned towards it. He sent for Doctor Abdul Ghani who was Principal of the 
Islamia College, Lahore, and appoii~ted him Principal oi the College and soon 
afterwards Director of Public Instruction on Rs. 900 per mensem. The Doctor 
took over charge a t  a favourable time. The Itimad-lid-Dada had retired and 
had beell succeeded by Sardar Nasrulla Khan, who, althoiigh a man of con- 
servative ideas, did not think i t  safe for his newly acquired position to go against 
the lvill of the Aruir. The Doctor on his part began to try to win the confidence 
of the Sardar in which he succeeded. The Sardar knew him before. He had 
met him in London. 

The Doctor on taking over charge sent up several reports condemning the 
whole managenlent of the school and asked for full powers as a Director. The 
Amir granted it. The first thing the Doctor did was to disnliss some teachers, 
among whom was Bkbar Hussain, nephew of Doctor Ghulam Nabi. Thus 
he incurred the displeasure of Doctor Ghulam Nabi, the Amir's own Doctor. 
Rlanlvi Abdul Aziz and Rla.ulvi Abdulla went home on leave and did not return. 
Hafiz Ahmed Din, the (nominal) Head Master, also got himself per~nanent,ly 
transferred from the school. The Doctor sent for the following persons from 
India to fill up the vacancies :- 

(I) Kazi Nasr-ud-din (under-graduate), resident of Peshawar Cantonment, 
on Rs. 50 per mensem. 

(2) Maulvi Karim Bakhsh (First Arts), resident of Lahore, on R e  75 per 
mensem. 

(3) Sheikh Fazal Ilahi, LA., District Inspector a t  Dera Ghazi Khan and 
resident of Gujmt, on Rs. 250 per mensem, a s  Head Master vice Hafiz 
Ahmed Din. He remained here for a few moilths only. He could not 
pull with the Director and had to go back to India. 

(4) Saiyid Makbul-ucl-din, U1vi (nnder-graduate), resident of Lucknow and 
late Mir Munshi to the Persian Consul a t  Bombay, on Rs. 120 per 
mensem. Tllis man was also dismissed for not beillg able to pull 
with the Director. 

(5) Maulvi M u h a m a d  Hussain Khan, B.A., of Aligarh College, resident 
of Jullundur. 

(6) ~ a u l v i  Ghulam Rasul, B.A., of Aligarh College, resident of Peshawar, 
and late Professor of illathemstics in Islamia College a t  Lahore. 

(7) Maulvi Mozaffar Khan, B.A., resident of Rohat. 
(8) Maulvi ~ l ~ d u l l a ,  M.A., of Madras, each of the above on Rs. 250 per 

mensem. 
(9) ~ u h a m m a d  Ismail, P. A., resident of Jiillundur, rnw the b e t  person, 

who came from India, and joined the College Staff. 

Doctor Abdul Ghani drew up a scheme for establishing a University. He 
also suggested to open medical and commercial classes. His scheme received 



the approval of the Amir, who placed one lakh of rupees per annum a t  his disposal 
for the expenses of the college. The Doctor cmes~~oeded with tlle Punjab 

ulliyersity on some questions of affiliation, but much before tinle. In fact 
he went to0 fast. 

Doctor Allah Jowaya was sent for on Rs. 700 per mensen, for the ost of 
prilaipal of the Medical College, but on his arrival he was put on genera! duties 
because no college existed. 

However, leaving aside the castles which the Doctor was building in the 
air, I note below what he practically did in promoting the cause of education. 

He opened classes up to Rashidiya class which is equal to our Entrance 
(or i\latriculation) class. He established discipline and the work of the school 
began s~stematically. He made rules and regulations which suited the institution 
well. 

Besides the school itself 66 branch schools were established in the city. 
It was a r r aqed  by him in this way that the AIullas of the mosques were given 
some extra allol\-ance for teaching Persian and arithmetic also to the boys who 
used to come to them to read the Koran-i-Sharif. So every mosque where the 
b o ~  s came to receive the ediication was count,ed as a branch of the Habibiya 
College. The roll of all the boys in the branches was about 4,000 in number 
besides three hundred and forty boys in the college. 

A training school was opened for the Alullas to educate them to be regular 
teachers. 

He had made a suggestion and got sanction of the Amir that education 
up to the primary standard should be made compulsory in the whole of Afghan- 
istan. 

He appointed Maulvi Najaf Ali as Inspector of the Branch Schools. Three 
Assistants were given to him-Ghulam Mohayyuddin, Abdul Ghafur, and 
Abdul Hak. All three Pathans. They were refugees in India and had bcen 
educated up to the middle class. 

All the books, paper, pens, etc., are supplied to the boys free of charge. 
Bcholarships are awarded to deserving students at  the rate of 2 to 14 rupees 
Kabuli per mensem. About 80 per cent. of the students on roll are scholarship 
holders. A doctor also remains attached to the college. At first Amir-ud-din, 
Hospital Assistant, resident of Hoshiarpur, was deputed, but he was turned out 
by Doctor Abdul Ghani on suspicion that he had some friendly connection 
with the British Agent. Now another Hospital Assistant has been appointed. 

A department for translating and compiling books was opened, so that the 
courses should be translated into Persian and printed here. Till then the books 
were sent for from the Anjuman-i-Himayat Islam, Lahore. The graduates of 
Aligarh College were working in this department. History and geography of 
Afghanistan were also under preparation in the past days. 

A person, Haidar Ali Shah, drill-master, was sent for from Gujrat on RE. 100 
per mensem. Gymnastics and drill were made compulsory in the school. 

The last thing which the Doctor did was to open a night school in which he 
and the graduates of the Aligarh College took part in teaching the people of this 
country the lesson of freedom and liberty. The hot-headed Persons of Afghanis- 
tan hearing the speeches which were preliminary began to conspire to achieve 
liberty a ~ ~ y h o w .  This resulted in the ruin of Doctor Abdul Ghani and his comrades. 
They are in jail. Some of their friends lost their lives in vain. 

A statement is attached hereto which shows the number of classes 
together with the courses prescribed for them. The Rashidi~a class was 
the last year in which there was one boy, the son of Nazir Safar Khan, got 
iuto trouble afterwards with Doctor Abdul ahani- 

Class are held after every quarter by the teachers 
alld the annual examinations are taken by the Director of PubhcInstruction. 
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Stcllemeat showing the number of classes, the courses and the allendance. 

No. 1 Name of olaee. 

1 Abjad Khan, Seotion A . . Persian alphabet ; Arabia dphabet ; Figuree writing 
and handwriting. I 

Abjad Khan, Section B . . Persian alphabet ; Arabia elphabet ; Figures writing I a n d h d w r i t i n g .  

A b j d  Khan, Sedion C . . 

Sib~aniyfb Ad* f i l d  y w ,  
section A. 

P&an alphabet; Ambio alphebet; Figures writing 
d handwriting. 

6 Sibyaniys Adna, fist year, I Ditto ditto 40 
Seotion B. 

38 

124 

EFmt Peraian Reader compiled by Anjuman-i-Himayat 
Islam, Lahore ; Theology ; Koran and its recitation ; 
Handwriting ; Arithmetia up to  division ; O r d  mul- 
tiplioation 

40 

6 Sibyaniya Adm, second 
y w ,  Seation A. 

7 Ditto ditto 36 

Second Pereian Reader compiled by Anjuman-i-Hima- 
yet Islam. Lahore ; Pushtu ; Geography of Asia ; 
Arithmetic up to fractions ; Koran ; Handwriting ; 
First Risalu of Theology ; Ruasian* language ; Ra- 
kum and Siyak. 

Sibyaniyn Adns, 
year, Seotion B. 

36 

Ko Russian teacher has been ernployrd as yet, nor bas any hook been sen(; for. 
t History or -4fghanistan and History oi Islam are under preparation. 
$ The hooks of science are I>eiiy tranhlated. 
Iriolr.-A separate pnintinq class in nlso at,tnched to the College. At present there are &out 15 boys 

on tile roll, and each of them is in receipt of n monthly scholership of Rs. 25 or 30 Ksljuli. Gh11li~m 
Muharnnlad. Knbuli, is the tutor. He is a Ijorn painter, war! implicated irr the Siri Milli, hut his excep- 
tional qunl~fications in thp art of p ~ i ~ r t i ~ ~ g  ~ n v e d  Llim from imprisonl~~ont. He bas rovrrbd to his work in 
 he College, but ia watchcd by the Police 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Sibyaniye Adm, third gem 

MIDDL~ bssrs .  

Sibysnia Ah, h t  year . . 

Sibyaniya Ala, aecond year 

HIOH CLASSES. 

Rashidiya, first year . . 

Rashidiya, second year . . 

Third Persian Reader; Theology ; Third Reader of Urdu. 
A few seations of Koran; Pushtu; General Geography; 
Rakums and Siyak ; Dictation ; Arithmetio ; R w  
aian language. 

Arithmetic ; Memuration ; Fourth Persian Reader ; 
First and Second Arabic Reader ; English 
Primer and F i s t  Reader ; General Geography ; 
Physicnl Geography ; History of Alghanistanf 
and History of Islam ; Pushtu ; Theoloey ; Urdu 
Kasns-i-Hind ; Koran ; Urdu Fourth Rcarler ; 
Raknrns and Siyak ; Science ; 3 Dictation ; Russian 
language. 

Ditto ditto ditto .. 

Arithmetic : blenwrntion ; Euclid ; Algebra ; English ; 
Ralturn and Siynk : Persian ; Arabic ; Theology ; 
Ilrn-i-Tnjwid of Koran ; Science ; General Geography ; 
Physical C:eography ; Urdu ; Pushtu ; Russian 
language ; History of Afghanisten and History of 
Islaln. 

Ditto ditto ditto .. 

TOTAL . . 

30 

180 -- 
26 

. - 

10 - 
35 - 
1 

. . . .  
-- 

1 -- 
340 



Since March lant the school has' again been nufiering much for nnnt ,,f 
supervision. Its destiny is trembling in the balnnec. ~ ~ f i ~  ~ h ~ ~ ~ d  uin hna heen 
put in charge a temPc)*ary arrangemeni'. p iobdy can say ,+,ill be 
end of The conduct of some of the ungrateful 
Per."ns hdin persuade the Amir t o  give up tile idea of educating hia sub- 
ject', but "p to this time he does not seem to  have decided the de&itejy. I am that whenever he happened to pass by the ,ychool buildin?, he used 
tostop a minute or two t o  receive the SaZama of the student,s as wrll as of 
teachers, but a f e w . d a ~ ~  860 when Hi8 ma jest^ passed there, the md  
some teachers having received the information beforehand in a line 
t o  salute the *mir, but his Majesty turned his face on the other wde, ;md did 
not even look at them. Thie is the present state of the educational departmrnt 
in Afghmistan. I may however, add, that the institution is recove.,ing f om 
the Coma into which it had fallen. Hafiz Ahmed Din has toen appointed 
permanent Director of Public Instruction, and the ~ t a f f  haa been 
by the addition of two or three more graduates from India, but the instiiut,ion 
still lacks the tone given t o  it by Doctor Abdul Ghani. The prwent Director 
is weak, and does not seem t o  be energetic. In 1908, the Amir raised the annual 
budget grant from one to  three lakhs of rupees, and delegated full ponrerb to  
Doctor Abdul Ghani to  spend the sanctioned grant in the best interests of education. 
Instructions were also issued to the Governors of outlying provinces to give 
their support t o  the Doctor's proposals, and the work of education would have 
made tolerable progress, but unfortunately it was " nipped in the bud" by the 
" Sir-i-Milli." Since the Doctor'd be,trayal, the Amir has not evinced much 
interest in the cause of education, though the College is working as a rnatter of 
course. 

Newspapers.-Up to the present no nevspaper is published in Afghanist,an. 
The matter has, however, been under consideration for several years past t o  
start a paper t o  be called " Siraj-ul-Akbar " after the title of the present Amir, 
and it  has also been decided that contributions t,o the paper should, before 
publication, be approved by Sardar Nasrulla Khan ; perhaps some written 
contributions are already awaiting the Sardar's approval. But the proposal 
has not yet been acted upon, as grave doubts are entertained in regard to  the 
advisability of the new institution. 

Publications.-The publication branch in which the Aligarh graduates are 
employed on trmslation work, is attached to the HabiLiya CoUegc. The 
history and geography of Afghanistan, and some text-books for school use 
are under compilation. The esbablishment also translctes any book ordered by 
the Amir. I n  1909 the " Mysteries of tf.e Court of London " was translated into 
Persian, and a good deal of time and energy of the publication branch was 
wasted. 

Intelligence Depadment.-The Amir has recently reorganized an Inteuigenc" 
Department on the lines of the Moghal Emperors ; and I have already supplied 
the ~~~~i~ Department with a copy of the detailed instructions issued by His 
~ ~ j ~ ~ t , ~  about the of the new establishment. Paid nea-s-wirers haye 
been deputed to different parts of the country, ~ i t . h  instructions to kxlbmit their 
diaries regular]g to the Amir, through Nazar Safar Khan. n e  department is 
still in its infancy, and the future will show whet,her i t  is a success or not- 
secret espionage is very keen in Kabul, and the Afghans hare a special a~t i t ' lde 
for it. ~h~ head of the Intelligence Department is Nazar Safar Khan, who lays 
all repods before the Amir. Mirza Muhammad Husrain KL~JI (Final 
nlinister) has also spies, and conveys his i~format,ion t o  the Amir. Tile 

field for these activities is the British Agency at Kabul. The Af6!lans 

consider it a moral religious duty to  keep thenlelves inforued of tach 
every movement of the officials of the British Agency. Pecuniary offers 
t Secret SMvice ,, are made, and liberal salaries are also paid in order t o  win 

over the of the Agency, and to extract informat'ion t,hern. I hare 

asce.+ained that certain officials of the staff of predecessors 
news to the ~ f ~ h ~ ~  Government in consideration of the pay leceived 

the purpose. I have submitted a separate report about these 05cia1s~ which need 
not be repeated here.. 



Shum (Council).-After his accession t o  the throne, Amir Hsbibulla Khan 
orgalliscd Coullcil for the discussion of State affairs, but after a short time the 
working of the Council became very slow, and after the occurrence of the Siri- 
Jlilli* in 1909 the Council never met. In  May 1910, however, the Amir 
reorgilnised t.wo separate Councils-Civil and Military. The Iatt'er has already 
comlllenced its labours,. and the members of the former have been nominated by 
the Amir, in consultation with Sardar Nasrulla Khan, but they have not done 
any work yet. Sardar Nasrulls Khan has been given seats in both Councils. 

Dootor AWul Ghani'e plot to overthrow despotio monemhy, and (o introduce parliamentary rule, 
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CHAPTER VI. 

COURTS AND LAW. 

There are a t  present four principal courts a t  h b u l  :- 

(s) The Court of His Majesty the Amir. 

(ii) Thc Court of Sardar Nasrulla Khan, Naib-ul-Saltanat. 

(iii) The Court of Sardar Inayatulla Khan, Muin-ul-Saltanat. 

(iv) The Court of Sardar Amanulla Jan, Ain-ud-Daula. 

petitions intended for His Majesty bear a stamp of R ~ .  10, ~ ~ b ~ l i ,  and 
mitten On a prescribed printed form. Petitions horn outlybg districts are put in 
a box for the purpose a t  the head-quarters of each district and 
The petition box is brought t o  Kabul every six months, under the custody of 
special guard, and is opened in the Amir's own office. His Majesty, however, 
holds on few and rare occasions, and the cases remain pending for 
unusually long periods. The othel courts only open when the Sardars have leisure 
t o  attend them, 2nd except for the Court of Sardar Nasrulla Khan, the rest 
are required t o  obtain permission heforehand of His Majesty. ~ ~ t h  -tten and 
verbal complaints are heard in these courts, and the Bardars are empowered 
t o  pass final orders in all cases coming up before them for hearing; though 
eentences of ~~I'lfiscation of property, imprisonment, and death require the 
confirmation of His Majesty, who hears the facts of the case, which are summed up 
in the form of a note, in presence of the parties, and His Majesty cross-examines 
both the accused and defendant in order t o  form a sound judgment. The Amir 
then makes on the file a brief entry, which finally disposes of the case, and the 
orders are pronounced t o  the parties concerned. Complaints made by persona 
employed in the Military Departmczt are heard in the court of Sardar Inayatullia 
Khan, the Muin-ul-Saltanat ; and those by Khassadars (Irregular Forces) are pre- 
ferred in the  court of Sardar Amanulla Jan, the Ah-ud-Daula. 

Other law courtsalso exist in Kabul, as well as a t  the headquarters of each 
district and province. As Muhammadan law is generally administered through- 
out the country, the civil courts are entirely in the hands of Kazis and Mufiis. 
The Kazis  pziss judgment in cases relating to capital offences, subject t o  confirma- 
tion by the Amir. The proceedings are recorded in a few cases only, and the 
business is generally conducted orally. Civil suits are chiefly decided on oath. 
The Afghans, who are so careless of swearing in every-day life, stricty refrain 
from giving a false statement on the " Koran " in court, and sonletimes in 
trivial cases they would gladly allow the adversary's claim, rather than degrade 
themselves by swearing. Money transactions are generally made verbally, and 
the Afghans do not make bad debts. The Muhammadan creditors charge interest 
only in rare cases, rnhich are carefully concealed from the Kazis and Muf~is,  and the 
rate of interest doesnot usually exced 23 per cent. per mensem. The Hindus charge 
interest at the rate of 5 t o  7 per cent, per mensem, but the RIuhammadan lam courts 
never allow claims on account of interest. The borrower, however, in order to 
show his good faith, and to promptly meet his future pecuniary requirements, 
eeldom evades payment of interest. 

Ezecution of decrees by Civil Courts.-When a decree is passed against a per- 
son, private individrals are deputed as " Muhassals " t~ recover the decretal 
amount, and their number varies according t o  the position of the debtor and the 
amount of the decreed nloney. The " Muhassals," force t~:emelves as honourable 
guests on the house of the judgment-debtor, and remain there until the money 
that is decreed is paid in full. As this procedure entails a good deal of e ~ e n d i -  
ture in the " Muhassals," and as it is a source of great annoyance t o  
the judgment-debtor, the decretal amount is recovered without delay. It may 
be added that the same procedure is followed in recovering arrears of land 
revenue and other Government dues, except that instead of private individualen 
soldiers are dcputtd for the purpose. A Government fee of 2 Per cent. is charged 
on the recoveries made in this manner, a ~ d  credited t o  the State 



The Mi~hammadnn law courte do not, however, interfere in administratirn 
affairs, whch fall within the jurisdiction of the Executive. The Governors of out- 
lying provinces, and their subordinate Hakims, chiefly decide revenue cases, and 
also hear criminal cases. They are, not,, however, empowered to  pass sentences of 
imprisonment, or any other kind of severe punishment,, and their usual procedur6 
in cases, of serious offences, is to report t o  Kabul for final orders. The Governore 
are empowered to  flog, or imprison the accus~d,  and, if in the exercise of these 
powers, they cause the death of a prisonor by flogging, or keep him in the lock- 
up for an indefinite period, no notice is taken of their conduct by the higher 
authorit'ies ! The accused, under trial, lingers on for years in the lock-up, and 
the jails in Kabul furnish a convincing testimony to  this deplorable stsate of 
affairs. These long periods of trinl and imprisonment, however, are not felt by the 
prisoners, as they are often really guilty persons, and do not expect beter treat- 
ment on the final decision of their cases. The public do not show any sympathy 
with the accused, owing to the belief generally shared by the Afghans, that i t  
is impious to feel for a really guilty person. The cases are generally simple. Off- 
ences are committed in a daring manner, \$ ithout premeditation or safeguarding 
the betrayal beforehand. The offenders generally confess their guilt. In cases 
where t,he accused pleads " not guilty," the evidence of witncssrs elicits the 
real facts. The authorities have full liberty to torture the accused, in order to 
ext,ract the truth, and to cross-examine and sift their statements, until they are 
entirely satisfied as to the accused being guilty or not. There are no  lawyers in 
Afghanistan, and this accounts for the fact that the people have not yet learnt to 
confuse the facts and to give colour to them. 

As a matter of fact, the people do not like to lodge their suits in courts, and 
they generally prefer t o  settle them by compromise, or sometimes dispose of 
them through the intervention of elderly persons. In some cases, an aggrieved 
person, instead of bringing a complaint a t  all, is cont,ent t o  wait for a suitable 
opportunity for retaliation. The general tendency of the people t o  avoid attend- 
ance a t  courts is due to  :- 

(i) Difficulties in the means of communications, and the consequent 
inconvenience caused to litigants in undertaking long journeys on 
foot, especially in hilly tracts. 

(ill Expenditure incurred by staying a t  the head-quarters of the court 
for unnecessarily long periods, and the loss they may sustain by 
long absence from home, when perhaps the crops or the like may 
require their constant and timely watch. 

( i ia)  The compulsory attendance of the complainant till the h a 1  deci- 
sion of cases in which the Police are concerned. 

(iv) Laxity of official integrity, and the consequent annoyance caused to  
the parties concerned. 

Punishments.-Punishments are awarded here in several ways, and i t  would 
be difficult t o  give a detailed account of them, as new methods are invented 
daily. I can, therefore, attempt to  mention a few of them only :- 

(a) To be blown from a cannon.-This method of punishment is meted out t o  
rebels, dacoits, seditionists; and the like, who are guilty of crimes of a heinous 
nature, and to mho~n it is desirable t o  give exemplary punishment. At times when 
the Amir loses his temper, he gives orders for the immediate destruction of the 
object of his disfileasure. When a man is t o  be punished in this way, he is 
placed a t  once under the charge of armed soldiers, who tie him up to the mouth of 
a cannon. The cannon is filled with powder only, and when fired, the lower 
part of the body falls t o  the ground on the spot, while the upper part is blown into 
small pieces. LI 

(it) Hanging.-This form of punishment is generally meted out t o  thieves and 
robbers; and sometimes to those who prove a nuisance t o  the Amir. In  
1907, a Mufti of Mukar, who had incited the people against the construction of 
roads, was punished in this manner. Again, a Colonel, who once shouted 
" present a r m  ", and thus frightened the horees of the Amir'e carriage met 
with a aimilar fate. 



(iil) To kill a man by  attittg Air thal.-This p ~ n i ~ h m ~ ~ t  is arerdc-J by tho 
t o  rr~urderers. When the charge of murder has hecn proved, and the c o ~ ~ r t  

,onsidcrs the prisoner guilty, he i8 handed over to the r , ~ I a t i ~ ~ ~  of tho , - ~ p ~ ~ ; ~ ~ , . d ,  
with liberty either to punish or to forgive him. The glihy person is conhlrtPd 
u d e r  an armed guard t o  the place of execution, close to the city. The aight,-s~pra 
rsseruble in large numbers, and thc risoner is allowed to offer hisprarerfl. TIlIn a 
bandage is pla(:ed over h a  eyes, anBthe relatives of the deeea.,d, m A  or woman, 
cut the culprit's throat with his or her o m  hands. I had occasion to \vitnesr; the 
death of a murderer in Jalnlabad, where the place of erec~dion  IT;^ quite ,%Ioae 
to  my tent, and from which 1 saw the whole spectacle. A r o m ~ m  in avenging t,ha 
Jnurder of her husband, not only killed the murderer in a most barbarony 
manner, but drank some of the blood as it gushed out of the culprit's throat. Tile 
relatives of the doomed men usually try to secure pardon by appealing to senti- 
m e n t ~  of mercy and compassion, but it is on rare occasions onlr t,hat they succe~d. 
During my three years stay in Afghanistan, I only noticed one instace in wllich 
the Kasas (murderer's life) was spared. 

( iv )  To stone to death or to roll a prisoner doton from a mounlain.-~llis 
~unisllment is generally awarded to apostates, who may utter anythg 
opposed t o  the establixed doctrines of Islam, and to those nrho commit adultery. 
The victim is carried to  the top of a mountain, inthe vicinity of the city, hi,, 
hands are tied to  his back, and he is then rolled over a, precipice. Sometimes 
the culprit is stoned to death. His hands and feet are tied, and he is placed on 
the ground. The leading Mulla then throws a stone a t  his head, and the victim 
tries t o  move forward slowly, but is kept stationary, by showers of stones, which 
are ~ o u r e d  on him hom all sides by the assembled multitude, *ti1 he is buried 
lifeless beneath the heap, which soon wears the appearance of a rock. 

(v) To shoot with a pistol or rifle.-This method of punishment is awarded to  
persons, who commit serious offences against the State. The victim is kiUed by a 
volley of shots. 

'uz) To deprive a man of his eyesight, or to md 04 his hand, foot, ear, nose, or 
tongue, or to rip open his stoma&.-Punishments of this nature are generally 
awarded t o  thieves. 

(uiz) To strangle a man to death.-This punishment is secretly given to the ill- 
wishers of the State. The late Amir himself once killed a man in this way in his 
own room, by gagging him with some pillows. 

(viii) Imprisonment in the " Bhck Well."-Offenders sentenced on account 
of capital offences sometimes have to  die a lingering death by being thrown into a 
deep hole, which is roofed over with an opening large enough to  allow a single 
man to  pass through. It is watched by a guard. The victims are only given 
a small quantihy of food and drink daily, so that the torture may be aggravated, 
and they may die a slow and lingering death. 

(ix). Confiscation of property and miles.-This is an additional punishment 
awarded to the relatives of rebels, or to seiious offenders, such as seditionists, 
murderers, etc., on the ground that they are related to the delinquent- 

T~ starve a man to && by mnhing him in a narrow iron cage.-There are 
a t  present two cages, hanging at  two places between Kabul and Jalalabad, and 
the bleached bones in them bear testimony to this form of punishment. 
It is awarded to  habitual robbers, and the cages are hung UP at  the exact spots 
where the robberies were committed. A guard is deputed to watch the cage, 
~ t i ]  the prisoner breathes his last. The punishment has a very painful efled 
on the relatives of the doomed person. 

T - , ~  following tortures are resorted to in order t o  extract the truth Or 
confession, and sometimes the victim dies under them :- 

(a) TO pour hot oil over the head. 
(b )  T~ pierce his hands and feet with iron nails. 

. (C) T~ sprhkle hot Oil over the body, and then to rub it 
afterwards. 

(a) To press a foot between two pieces of wood it. 

(e) T~ beat a a h h  back daily with 5tick3. 



(0 To beat n prisoner on the soles of his feet. 
(g) To pull out picces of flesh from the body. 

(xii) Fine.-There is no  limit t o  fines. The Amir imposes fines a t  his 
absolute discretion. His brother and two sons also exercise this power. A fine 
of Rs. 7,500 (Kabuli) is usually imposed on those who are guilt,y of murder. Half 
of it goes to the Stmate, and the other half is given t o  the relatives of the deceased. 
The fine is realized, even in cases where the relatives of the deceased pardon the 
culprit. 

(ziiz) Bachh fine.--When a serious offence is committd in a town or particular 
locality, a fine is levied on the t o m  or locality as the case may be, as a whole ; 
every resident contributing his quota towards it. The practice has not proved 
har~llful in any manner, and is, for obvious reasons, adv,antageous. In cases of 
thefts a fine is levied from that particular mohallu only. When a case of theft is 
reported to  the police station, an enquiry is immediately instituted through the 
kala?ltar (the headman) and other respectable men in order to find out the exact 
details of the stolen property and its value. The value thus estimated is recovcred 
a t  once from the residents of the nzohalla, and paid to  the claimant. The search 
or arrest of the thief is considered of secondary importance, and under these 
circumstances i t  is greatly in the interests of the whole mohalla t o  keep an eye on 
suspicious characters, andnot t o  allow them even t o  pass near their dyvellings, and 
a6 the people keep. a really vigilant watch, occurrences of thefts are rare in the 
Kabul city. 

(xiv) T o  keep a man in jail.-It is seldom that  a rnan once having been put 
in jail comes out soon. There are numerous instances in which accused persons 
were put in jail on very trivial charges, but they had to wait for un~ecessarily long 
periods before their cases mere h a l l y  decided. Two instances came to  my personal 
knowledge. The first one wasin 1907, when I was encamped a t  Farrah (Herat 
Province) in connection with the Amir's tour in Afghanistan. I was informed that 
there m-ere two men in jail who had about eight years ago been arrested on 
charges of stealing a few pigeons. On the secondoccasion, three men had been 
charged about thirteen years ago, with having stolen a rope born a State tent. 

They r e r e  brought before the late Amir Abdur Rahman, but as  His 
Highness was busy a t  the time, he ordered them t o  be brought after four clays. 
Unfortunately, however, the official concerned quite forgot the case, and the 
accused remained in jail for fully thirteen years. Recently a relative of one of the 
accused got a place on the personal stafi of Sardar Arnanulla Jan, the present 
Amir's t,hird son, and he succeeded in persuading Sardar Arnanulla to have his 
relative and the other two accused released. 

Persons who fall victims to these punishments show immense fortitude, 
and do not seem inclined in the least t o  bemoan their fate. Even a t  the time of 
execution persons doomed do not entreat forgiveness, except in very rare cases, 
though the relatives of the convicted murderer as a rule always ask for pardon. 
But if this is refused, the doomed person with astonishing presence of mind 
resigns himself t o  the avenging h a d .  The relatives of thc accused, in order t o  
keep the dying man in countenance, sometimes utter loud shouts of warning such 
as " keep your presence of mind, and don't disgrace the family, etc." Men 
entrusted with the work of inflicting punishment take pleasure in carrying out 
the orders, and feel proud of their selection. They not only show a ty~annous 
punctiliousness in the performance of their duty, but sometimes improve upon 
the original orders. Many instances came to  my notice in which these men 
showed themselves quite devoid of feelings of mercy and compassion. In  one 
case, the husband of a certain womn absconded, and was not heard of for a long 
time. His wife,'thinking him dead, remarried. When the first husband re-ap- 
peared he filed a complaint against his rival, claiming the hand of his legitimate 
wife. About this time, the rival husband ran away. When the case came up 
before t l  e Amir, His Majesty ordered that the woman should be rcquired, under 
penalt'y of receiving 25 st'ripes every day, t o  disclose the whereabouts of her 
second husband. She could not give any clue as t o  his whereabouts, and perhapa 
she was unable to do so. The result was that she died in the end of the stripes 
which were regularly inflicted on her. The men inflictingthe punishment beat 
her as hard as they could, without showing the least mercy for the victim. 



,CHAPTER VII. 

CULTIVATION AND AGRICULTURE. 

pairs a d  ~ f ? ? o ~ - - ~ s  Soon as the m o m  melt, fairs locally known a8 jooks 
are held in the suburbs of Kabul on appointed days, t o  celebrate the advent of 
 ring.   he chief delight of those who attend these fairs lies in witnessing the per- 
formances of Jugglers and athletes. Tent-pegging and racing are the other treats 
which attract 8 large number of people. 

The ?gricultural fair (Kulbakashi) is held on New Year's day, about 21st March. 
The leading Mallks havmg fixed a certain day for the celebration of the fair, invite 
the peasantry, who assemble in large numbers a t  the appointed place, with their 
plough and bullocks beautifully adohed for the occasion, and enjoy sumptuoue 
feasts. Prayers are offered for the success of the ensuing harvest, and a leading man 
from the assemblage ploughs the land in token of good luck. The agricultural year 
is reckoned according t o  solar months. The zamindare having regard to  agricul- 
tural operations, divide the year into the following seasons :- 

Solar month. 

(b) Saur .. . . . . 21st April to 21et May. 

'i) Baher (Spring) . . 

/ (c) Jauza . . . . . . 22nd l a y  to  21st June. 

(ii) Taimus (Summer) . . (a) Sartan I . . . . 22nd June to 23rd July. I 

(a) Hamal . . . . 21st March to 20th April. 

. (iii) a r ~ h  (Autumn) . . 1 (a) l i z a n  . . . . 24th September to 23rd Octo- I ber. 

(b) h a d  . . . . . . 
(c) Sumbale . . . . 

. . . . 24th October to  22nd Novem- 1 ber. 

24th July to 23rd August. 

24th August to 23rd September. 

1 (b) Drlu . . .%. . . 2lst January to  19th February. 

( i v )  Zemistan (Winter) . . 

I (c) Hoot . . . . . . 20th February to 20th March. 
I I 

The Zamistan (winter) season is subdivided into the following periods :- 
(a) Chilla Kalan, i.e., 20th December to  29th January. 
(b) Chilla Khurd, i.e., 30th January to  18th February. 

The period is marked by the intensity of cold. 
Ploughing and sowing operations always begin by the end of March, after 

Nauroz. 
Classif;cation of soil.-Lands are broadly divided into Abi (irrigated', h l m d  

(c) Qans . . . . . . 
(a) Jaddi . . ' . . . . 

(dry). 
Abi includes all kinds of irrigated lands watered by rivers, canals, lakes, or 

springs. Irrigated lands are divided into two classes, viz :- 
(a) Nauro. 

Lands receiving sufficient supply of water are classed under this head. 
(b) Bala Jni. 

Land in which the supply of water ia deficient belong to  this class. 

23rd November to 22nd Decem- 
ber. 

23rd December to 20th January. 



Besides the above, there is another class of irrigated land which is called 
Tak-kn~sdah from its having remained under grape cultivation in previous yeam. 
This class of land is of the best quality. 

Dry lands are sub-divided into the following four c1assee:- 
(a) Dand . . . . .. La. 
(b)  Mekkan .. . . . . Red coloured land. 
(c) Shigai . . - .. Sandy. 
(d) Gor-i-Afgllan . . .. Rakkar. 

I h y  areas are considerable in the Hazarajat, and wheat is chiefly grown there. 
The produce of dry lands affords great relief, when, owing to lack of snow and the 
consequent insufficiency of Lhe water-supply, the irrigated lands fail to 
adequate outturns. 

Crops.-There are generally two Crops in the year, viz.,. Rabi and Kharij. The 
rabicrops which are locally termed " Sufed Barg" are sown m October, and harvest- 
ed in the early part of Jnly, except in the Hazarajat, where they are sown in April, 
and harvested in October. In snowy tracts barley is sown first in October, and 
again in April, but both the crops mature a t  about the same time, i.c., by the end of 
July s t  the latest, there being a difference of only twenty-five days between the first 
and second crop. 

Kharif crops are locally termed " Sabz Barg." They are sown in July, and 
harvested in October. E~tra~rabicrops are sown in April, and harvested in August 
or September. 

The principal rabi crops are :- 
Wheat, barley, gram, millet, baqli (black, white and greyish), poppies, shnkhaz, 

asfarm, and oilseeds. 
The extra rabi crops are :- 
&gun, carrot, raddish, turnip, onion, garlic, greens, tori, kulfa, beetroot, 

mustard, chillies, pumpkin, raisin, cabbage, tomatoes, cucumber, hkr i ,  bop 
raaash, mushroom, tobacco, sugarcane, rishlca, shaftal, and melons. 

The principal Kharij crops are :- 

Ma)&, jowar, rice, moth mung, mash, malka-masur, sarshaf, rapeseed, cotton, 
lobia, and potatoes. 

Wheat and barley are cultivated in all parts of the country. White gram is 
produced in small quantities only. Black gram is rare. Of vegetables, potatoes 
are, cultivated on a slrlall scale. Mushrooms are found in Kabul only, while rawas/$ 
is impol.ted from Paghman into Kabul. 

Tobacco.-The cultivation of tobacco is abundant in Logar, Ghazni, Kandahar, 
h l k h ,  Guldara and Jalalabad. 

Opium.-P~pp y is' sown in large areas in Jalalabad, Kandahar, and Herst. 
Cotton-Isz cultivated in almost every part of Afghanistan, except round 

Kahnl, but Tagao is the principal place for its production. 
Rice-Is generally cultivated in Afghanistan, but the lands watered bv the 

(i) Kunar river in the district of Jalalabed, 
(ii) Baghlan in the district of Katghan, 

( i i i )  Balkhab river in the district of Paikam Dara (Afghan Turkieten), 
+l$the best kinds of rice. 

~~dder--Rishka and sha/lal are chiefly used as fodder. They are extensively 
cultivated in irrigated lands. 

Sarda.--The cultivation of Sarda (a kind of melon) which is so greatly appre- 
ciated in India, deserves special mention. The lands on which sardas are grown are 
aalled " Palez." They are prepared by the end of April, and the fields are divided 
into small plots-rectangular in shape. The normal time for sowing is about the 
15th M ~ Y ,  but sometimes the sowing operations extend up to the end of May. The 
crop m;ltures in September, and is harvested a t  the beginning of October. The 
land recei\res the first watering twelve days before the seed is sown. Three days 
befort: so\\ring, the seed is soaked in water so that its mouth may be opened. After 



the seed has been Born, the land is regularly aa t and  after twehe days, and in this way the crop receives six watering8 in all ; which irrigation ia 
stopped, 80 that the Crop may attain full maturity and yield sweet Care is taken to  avoid dense cultivation, specially where the climate is hot, 
the crop is very l ik~ly to contract a disease called " jal, " which turns the leaves 
jet black, without injuring the stem. As soon as the tendrils bear h i t ,  the cul- 
tivators cut the Young sadus in large numbers and eat them as vegetables, or 
prepare them into pickles by putting them into vinegar. The remaining sardar 
are covered with earth till they are quite ripe. It is necessaly that the fielda 
should receive sufficient manure. The best manure is pigeons' dung. When this 
is not available, the " harmal " plant is buried beneath the roots of each of 
the sarda tendrils, which forms a very useful manure. Sardas can be cultivated 
in the same field for two successive years, but after this period the soil fails t o  
~ r o d u c e  the sarda crop for several years. Though the Afghans say that the 
soil is rendered unfit for s a r h  cultivation for a period of a hundred years, yet 
this evidently seems to be far hom the truth. The land thus left fallow can, 
however, be immediately employed in growing crops with advantage. Expert 
cultivators take great care in the selection and protection of the seed. They 
collect the choicest seed available, and if the crop is rich, a jarz3 of land would 
yield sardas t o  the value of Rs. 400 (Kabuli). There are several varieties of 
sardas, but the best are known as Amiri and Sabz Maghz. The sardas, for export 
t o  other countries, are cut down before they are fully ripe, so that they might 
not be spoilt on the way. The experiment of cultivating a crop by means of the 
seeds obtained from the unripe sardas so exported is not therefore likely to prove 
a success. 

Outturn of crops.-The outturn of all the crops is generally good with few 
exceptions, which are not material. The staple craps are wheat and barley, and 
their o u t t u ~ n  is :- 

Outturn per ja~ib.  Quantity of seeds. 

Wheat . . . . . . 80 seers (Kabuli) . . 5 seers (Kabuli). 
Barley . . . . . . 120 seers (Ksbuli) . . 4) seers (Kabuli). 

Bruit.-Fruit trees are abundant, and the principal ones are :- 
Grapes, apricot, walnut, alubalu, apple, pomegranate, fig, mulberry, pear, 

quince, plum, pistachio, almond, cherry, and citron. 
Grapes are produced in almost all parts of Afghanistan, but the best kinds are 

found in Kabul and Kandahar only. There are several varieties of grapes, of which 
the principal axe :- 

Kichrnash sufed, Kichmash surkh, Rocha, Khalchini, Avi, Munakka, Askri, 
Arniri, Husaini, Kahnak, Shoondoo Khani, Siah Kandahari, Sahibi, Lal, 
Sheikhani, Deedagao. The best and most delicious of all is the Husaini. 

Pomegranates.-The best pomegranates are produced in Kandahar. During 
the time of the late Amir, some trees of the best variety were brought from Kanda- 
har and grafted on the young plants in and around Gogamanda, about 22 milea 
from Kabul, towards Jalalabad. The pomagranate trees so grafted now yield 
excellent fruit, which is chiefly exported to India, where i t  is greatly appreciated, 
and is holm by the name of Jalalabadi, though i t  really comes hom Gogamanda, 
Kajja, and Tagao. 

Citrgna-Are produced in Jalalabad. The experiment of growing mattas k 
being tried. Several y o u ~ g  trees having recently been grafted- 

J'igs-Are produced in Kandahar. They are of three kinds, v*. 
white, black, and purnbai. 

Pistnchio.-Is chiefly produced in the Herat and Turkishn ikqm. - - 
6tlgar cane-Js very rare in Afghanistan. 
Ahno,tds.-Almonds are produced in Kabul, Kandahar. Herat, and Turkistan. 

The almond gardens formerly belonged to private ipdividuak, but the ~ f ~ h a n  
Government has now appropriated the propnetnry r~ghts to rtself. 

Besides the Chars, ShirMWt, Zmmn and Turanjbh are produced. 

Charas is made from bhang produced in Logar. lmran is   re pared in Herat 



from cherry trees. I t  is generally administered in coffee as a tonic. ShirkJLi,qb 
corues from Herat. It is made from the juice of a certain tree. Its sale is mono- 
polized by the Statme. One seer fetches Rs. 20 (Icabuli). It is a kind of medicine, 
which is universally used in India as a purgative. 

Imigdion :- 
(i) Wells.-Proper wells for irrigation purposes are few and far between. 

There are many, however, found in the form of karezes which prove v q  
useful where natural means of irrigation are absent. A karez is made 
by digging out, close to each other, several kacha wells, in which water 
is close to the earth's surface. These wells are connected *ith ea& 
other by underground passages, and as the row of wells slopes down- 
wards, water can easily flow down to the tail of the channel. This is 
a useful.device, but as it entails g r a t  trouble, the State share in these 
lands is very low, being only ope-tenth of the gross produce. 

(ii) Canals.-In Herat, Kandahar and Turkistan lands chiefly receive irriga- 
tion from canals, and as water is always plentiful, the irrigated areas in 
these provinces are considerable. A new canal is a t  preseilt under 
construction in Kandahar from the Helmand River. The project of 
another new canal in the Jalalabad district is under consideration. I t  
will be cu't from the Kabul River, and brought up to Chora and 
Battikot, and will bring under cultivation an extensive area of good 
qual~ty land, but i t  is feared that it will lessen the water supply, which 
is a t  present utilized for irrigation purposes in the Peshawar District. 

Cdt1.e :- 
(i) Buffaloes.-There are no buffaloes in Afghanistan, and only old ones are 

occasionally brought from the Punjab for human consumption. 
(ii) Bullocks and cows.--Small mountain bullocks are generally used for agri. 

cultural purposes, and work fairly well. The market price of a ballock 
varies from Rs. 120 to Rs. 200 (Kabuli). Milch cows are of small size, 
and do not yield more than four seers of milk a day. The Kunsr 9aqa 
is noted for its cows. The price of a cow varies from Rs. 60 to Rs. 90 
(Kabuli). 

(iii) Horses and ponies.-Horses of good breed are becoming rare, and free 
trade in them is strictly forbidden by the State. Some pony drivers and 
nomads, however, manage to export these animals secretly to foreign 
countries. The State o5cials and Sardar~ often take horses withont 
payment of the price, and this and other causes, have greatly dis- 
couraged horsebreeding. Pack ponies are, however, abundant, and are 
very useful for transport purposes. 

(iv) Came2s.-Camels are abundant all over Afghanistan, especially in the 
districts of Jalalabad and Maidan, near Ghazni. Transport work is 
mainly carried on by them, but in summer all of them go into the 
Ghazni zEaqa, and remain there. Fodder for camels is always plentifyl. 

(9) Elephants.-There are fifty or sixty elephants belonging to the State. 
The severity of the cold weather greatly affects them, and they cannot 
be expected to live long in Afghanistan. With the exccption of a few 
animals, the rest are sent to Jalalabad during the winter. They are 
generally employed on roads and transport work. 

(vi] Asses.-The ass is one of the most useful animals in the country, and 
generally fetches Rs. 40 to Rs. 70 (Kabuli). It is employed both 
for carrying loads and for riding purpose& and is found in all parts of 
Afghanistan. 

(vii) Sheep and goals.-Sheep and goate are abundant in Herat and Turkistan 
and the people derive a good income f r m  them. The export of these 
animals 1s restricted, but some people manage, under various pretexts, 
to evade these restrictions. 

(vii i)  Nomads.-Nomads from various tribes living in Afghanistan are chiefly 
engaged in rearing sheep, goats, and other cattle. In summer they 
carry their animals @ distant mountains for grazing, and enjoy the 



blessings of the healthiest climate. They take with them su£Ecient 
stores and provisions to last during their eojourn in the mountains. 
I n  the winter they return to their villages. Yometimee they purcheae 
articles of trade a t  cheaper rates from one market, and sell them 
in another with profit. They provide shelter for themselves by spread- 
ing a blanket on poles erected for the purpose, but recently eome 
shouldaria and hill tenta have been seen in their campe. 

tieneral condition of the peasantry.-The agriculturiata on the whole are not 
hard-working, and do not aeem to take much interest in cultivation. But as 
irrigation is plentiful, the cropa are on the whole fair. The rural population 
dey ende to 8 large extent on tbe income derived horn the eale of sheep, goate, ghi 
and WOOL - - 



- CHAPTER VIII. 
REVENUE OF AFGHANISTAN. 

Gross revenue 01 Afghanistan.-Even the Accountant-General of Afghanistan 
C B M O ~  say what is the annual gross revenue, from all sources, of the country. I t  
is, however, said that the gross revenue, during the time of the late Amir 
Gher Ali Khan, was estimated a t  four crores of Kabuli rupees. It is strange that 
after this lapse of time, the same'amount is shown as representing the present gross 
annual revenue of Afghanistan, in spite of the fact that subsequent to Sher A1iDB 
reign,, there has been a considerable enhanoement of revenue, owing to the annexa- 
tiolls of the Hazarajat and Kohistan, including Panjsher, which formerly paid 
nomiual or no revenue a t  all. Like all Oriental countriee the revenue of Sher 
Ali's time seems to have been greatly exaggerated, and the amount of four 
crores appears to me to be much above the mark, though i t  may well be taken 
as representing roughly the present revenue as enhanced by the late Amir. Dur- 
ing the tiine of Amir Abdur Rahman, the actual income gave a considerable Bur- 
~ l u s  over the expenditure, and the net saving amounted to about twenty-four 
crores of Rabuli rupees, which he left a t  the time of his death in the reserved trea- 
sury. The revenueeven now shown on paper is the same as i t  was in the time 
of the late Amir, but in fact the actual realizations comparatively show a consider- 
able f a , l h~g  off, owing to the laxity of official integrity, and the dishonesty of the 
people ix evading payment of State dues, on various pretexts. Again, of late 
years, there has been unusually heavy expenditure on new institutions, such as 
macliinery, telephones, motor-cars, construction of bridges and roads, and new 
buildings ; and the whole thing has resulted in a considerable excess of expendi- 
ture over income, which is being met from the reserved treasury. In  this way the 
reserved fund has now been reduced to about ten crores of rupees, while the out- 
standing arrears have become enormous. 

Sett1en~ent.-During the time of Amir Abdur Rahman Khan an attempt was 
made to introduce a land revenue settlement, but owing to the paucity of a trained 
establishment, the wark could not be carried out on a sound basis. Lands were, 
however, meitsured, and a rudimentary record-of-rights was prepared. The assess- 
ment was fixed chiefly in kind and partly in cash as usual, but the term of settle- 
ment was r.ot defined. Subsequently, however, a first revision of settlement 
 as macle In some parts ; but hitherto no further steps have been taken to make a 
general revision. Alluvial and diluvial measurements are, however, made when- 
ever rendered necessary. 

Jileaslrrements.-The unit of measurement is a yard consisting of 29 inches, 
but the land is measured by means of a rope called " Tanab, " 60 yards long, and 
d.uly knotted at the end of each yard. A square " Tenab" is equal to one " Jarib" 
or 3,600 sclcare yards (Kabuli), or 2,386 square yards (English), and roughly 
speaking two Kabuli " Jaribs " are equal to an acre. The official who measures 
the land is called a Tanabchi, but as he holds sole and independent charge of 
measurements, and as no other officer is appointed to check his work, he has fre- 
quent opportunities of receiving illegal gratifications to the great loss of the State 
revenues \\-hid renders the accu-macy of the measurements very doubtful. 

Records.-At first rough parchas (memos.) showing the name. of owner, details 
of area and revenue, etc., are prepared, and on the completion of measurement 
operations, fair copieq of the same are made out, and issued to owners or cultivators 
concerned in the form given below :- 

I -  Name of division. I ,  
Name of circle. ( Name of village. 
-.-~- -- 

Signetwe of official concerned Name of holder. I 
1. Signature of Malik. 
2. ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~  of sarishtadar of 

Circle. 
3. Rignature of Xaib Tahsilder. 
4 Bignature of Tahsildar. 

Year. 

1. Area. 
2. Revenue demand. 

(a) In kind (grain). 
( b )  Straw. 
(c) Cash. 

Payment. 
1. Amount of grain. 
2. Amount of grain. 
3. Amount of cash. 



Mode of a~ment.-At the time of payment of revenue, the revenue payer 
must   resent {is parch to  the tax-collector, who in acknowledgment enters the 

of grain, straw, and cash received by him on the back of the parch, and 
i t  to the holder concexned. 

All classes of soil. 

Government share.-The State is the aole proprietor of land in Afghanistan. 
though the people enjoy under i t  individual rights of ownership In the Kabull 
 l la lab ad, and Herat provinces, most of the area is cultivated by the State, though 
there are direct tenants who pay revenue a t  the foIlowing rates :- 

(1) Grain, 61 seers (Ka-1 
bnli) = 62 English 
seers. I 

(2) Straw, 74 seers Re- 
buli = 60 English 
seers. 

(3) Cash revenue of 3 
I<irana = 13 annas 
British coin. 

Name of Provinoe. 

Kabul and Jabla-  
bad. 

Grain consists of f 
wheat and f barley. 

Chs  of eod. 

Irrigated . . 

Ditto .. 

Unirrigated 

Government'e ehere. 

f of gross produce . . 

$of  ,, 11 . . 

i d  ,, )# .. 

1 I _. 

Lands cultivated as orchards pay a cash revenue at  an uniform ra te  of ten 
krans, or Rs. 2-8-0 (British coin) per jarib: The Government share m the cul- 
tivation of melons and vines is similarly unlform in all the three provinces, and ia 

REMARKE. 

Ptovided the seed L 
eupplied by the cul- 
tivator himself. 

Provided the seed is 
supplied by Govern- 
ment. 

fixed as follow* :- 
Government share. 

Vine . . . , . . . . . . & of gross produce. 
3 . 1. . I. 

Melons . . . . . . . . . . 

The following statement gioea the prevailing rates of revenue pnid by land 
owners to Government in various provinces :- 



Stutement showing the Government share of revenue paid by landownera. 

6e'a1 I Name of province, I Kind of land, 
No. 

(Irriiated - ... . . 
[Unirrigated .. . . . . 
Irrigated , - . . 

4 H m t  ., *. 
[Onirrigated .. - . . 

1 [Irrigated .-. -1 
. . 

i 
( Unirrigatcd . . - . . 
l a  * *  

- . . 
( Unirrigated .- .. 

Grain. 

(Barley, 40 mere .. 1 2 
{ 1 $2 
(Wheat, 64 seer -. 1 

1 Barley, h e e m  

Wheat, 24 aeere 

*thandjth .. . . 

4th (3rd wheat end barley) . . 
&th . . U . . 
grd. .  .. ... . . 
h t h  .. .. . . 

fth [ : :  ,rd 

&thandlr,th .. . . 
4th .. .J .. 
,I,th end +th C1 . . 

Straw. h h  per jarib. 

lGO seers per 8 amee . . 
jarib. 

32 seers per ,, 
jarib. 

and Re. 2. 
...a .... 

Grapeo. Sardas (melons) I 
Re. 10 on 1,000 4th of the as- 

vines. eeeaed price. 

Ra  10 on 1,000 .... 
vines. 

Do. .... 
Do. .... 

.... 
DO, )th of the u 

I m d  price. 

...a Do. 

.... .... 

Vegetables. 

f th of the se- 
seaaed price. 

. . a .  

.... 
Do. 

Do. 

.... 
)rd of the ea- 

~eesed price. .... 
)th of the as- 
eeeeed price. 

Do. 

I 

' The raten vary 
ao much that 
it ia diffi- 
cult to take 
note of them 
m a brief 
qsee ; also it 
is not of 
much aas. I 
have given 
only the p 
pdBt r a k  

ol 
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~oor~at . -The State always reserves to itself the right of pllrehasing as 
bhoosa and barley as i t  requires a t  each harvest at  arbitrary rates. 'lhis system 
is known as Soorsat, and is very unpopular. - A 

Rent--The prevailing rents paid by tenant8 to lsn.lor;ners are :- 

h n t  p ~ l d  to onne:. 
0) If owner furnishes ~ h e  seed en:] plough -. of qroas P C O ~ L ' C P .  
( 2 1 )  If tenant furniahea se?al atld plolgh ._ . 4 oi crtlm prtdme. 

The State dues are always paid out of rents by the landownpr himaelf. caee 
the land is of superior quality, the revenue is paid to (:overnnlcnt before the 
division of the produce between the landlord and the tenant, ~f the land is of 
inferior quality, the landlord pays the ClovcrnmentJs dues after the division of 
produce. The Mulls's share, i.e., ,',th of the gross produce, is from the 
conlmon heap. In some parts the owners receive fixed cash rents, and the tenant 
is held responsible for all sorts of Government dues. 

Rcver~ue colkctio~s.-The provincial Governors are responsible for the full and 
regular collection of revenue. They are assisted in this rvork by Tshslldars 
and Naib Tahsildars, whosspay generally varies from Rs. 40 to Rs. 70 British 
coin per mensem. Besides the above officials, a Malik (or Lambardar) is also 
appointed in  each village to assist in the supervision and collection of 
the State revenue. He  is a State servant, and receives a fixed salary, 
varying from Rs. 200 to  Rs. 500 (Kabuli) per annum, according to his 
personal merits, or the amount of revenue collected in his circle. Last of all, 
Daroghas are appoiutccl in each village to match the " conlrnon heap". They 
receive their dues from the cultivators, and are not regarded as State servants. 
Governors anrl district Hakims generilllg leave the worl; of revenue collection 
entirel~r in the hands of their chaprasis and orderlies, who frequently resort to  
very coercive measures. 

Rpl*c.nuc nrcolrnts.--b special establishment for keeping revenue accounts is kept 
in each district. as well as a t  the hearl-quarters of each l~rovince, but the system 
of collection in kind, and the adjustment of a host of " Soorsat" items renders 
thc intricate, and their efficient coiltrol almost impossible. Again, 
the officials are not o l l ] ~  incompetent and untrained to clischarge their duties in 
a proper manner, but they are often men of low desires, and in seeking their own 
advantages unchecked by higher authorities have made the ivhole thulg a hope- 
less confusion to  the great loss of the peasantry, as well as to that of the State. 
In the circumstances, no of receipts can be framed, and the only tlljng 
at presr,,t done by the highest financial authority in Kabul (the llustaufi-ul- 
~ ~ ~ ~ l i k )  is to  credit into the State Treasury whatever amount is received, lvith- 
out.being able to compare the actual realization with the ($nand. On the \\'hole, 
the working of the Revenue Department, On which maluly depends the pros- 
perity of a country and its is quite unsatisfactory ?and the existing detects 
and irregularities in the administration are probably more than would be under 
a despotlc Government. 

~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ . - B ~ ~ i d ~ s  land revenue proper, the people are requLed pay the 

1 I Sar-i-Khena (House tax) 
' 2 ( Nikahana (Marriage tax) . I . 

following taxes :- 

I 3 Sar-i-Kulba (Plough tax) 
I 

Details of tax. No. 1 
- 

Prom Rs. 4 to Rs. 8 Kabuli per house per annum. 
Rs. 10 Kabuli per marriage ceremony. In case0 
. of remarriage R S  5. 
Rs. 5 Kabuli per plough per year in certain pro- 

Rate. 

vinces. 
From Rs. 5 to Rs. 15 Kabuli per year per mill. 
(i) Half rupee Rabr~li per animal per pear. 
(ii) From Rs. 5 to Rs. 25 Kabuli p a  hundred 

4 / Sar-i-Adya (Mill tax) . . 
5 1 Zakat (Cattle tax) .- 

\ ,  

per annclm on sheep. 
(iii) Re. 1 Kabuli per year per camel. 
(iv) E of a Kabuli rupee per year per horae. 



The c,attle tax is especially resented by those who keep cattle for purely agricul- 
tural purposes. 

B~qar.--In nddition to the above taxes, the people are subject to b~~~~ 
or forced labour. The str:iin of beqar has of recent years becn very hcn\rp. as 
labour is collstantly rcquireci for the construction of new roads and builtlijlgs, 
etc. The worst form of be!lclr is Nusl/t Nnfr i ,  according to wliich the ltuler of 
Afgh:inistan, can demand' army recruits, one out of every eight persons from tile 
agricultural population. The ljractice has been in force sincc tlle time of Arnir 
Abdur Rahman, tvho on assuming the title of Ziya-ul-Millat-Ilraddtn in 1896, 
himself added the above condition to the address which was presented to him 
by his subjects on that occasion. 

Taqn~i.-T~,~ca?ui advances are generally made to agriculturists, but no 
inter& is charged on them. 

Remissio)ts and suspensions.-Suspensions of land revenue are nmde when 
they are rendered necessary, but no remissions are ever allowed. In sonie cases, 
arrears of revenue have been outstanding for several years past, and the sums 
have become so large that they can never be paid by the people, but in spite of 
this, there are no rules by which such unrecoverable arrears can be written off. 
The Amir, however, is the only person who has the power to deal with cases of 
this kind. 

Land alienation.-Before the year 1907 there was no check on the alienation 
of land. In  1907 the Amir issued orders prohibiting the alienation of land in favour 
of Hindus. These orders, however, are not yet quite strictly observed. 



CHAPTER IX. 

POPULATION. 
No rrgu'ar Census seems to  have ever been taken in Afghanistan, and 

far I knolv, cen\us record is in existence in any of the State atfrces in Kabul. 
In 1908 Amir Rahibulla Khan ordered the preparation of lists showing the popu- 
lation of ciicll tribe, together with details of male adults fit for military service, 
bllt I I ~  to (liite the work has not been completed. The Gazetteer of Afghanistan, 
published in 1895 lip the Government of India, is the only work which throws 
m y  light on the so1)jrct. The figures of population given therein are aa follows :- 

1. Ghilzais , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,00,oOo 
2. Taliks .. . . . . . - . . - . 9,00,000 
3. Durranis . . . . . . . . ... .. 5,00,ooo 
4. Hazaras and Aimake . . . . . . . . ,. 4,50,000 
5. Uzbaks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,00,000 
6. Safis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000 
7. Kazalbashes - . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000 
8. Hindus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,000 
9. Shinmaris . . . . . . . . - . . 18,000 

10. Sniyids . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.000 
11 Parachas . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,000 
12. Kashmiris . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,000 
13. Laghmanis, Jats, Hindkis, Dawaris, and Khostwals . . . . 7,00,OOO 

Total . . 40,04,000 

These figures are based on information supplied by one Kazi Abdu] Kadir, 
t o  the British officers of the Afghan Boundary Commission of 1886, and are evi- 
dently an  estimate only. Twenty-five years have elapsed since this 
was obtained, and i t  is obvious that  i t  has now undergone a considerable change. 
Before attempting to give an  estimate of the present population, based on the 
above information, i t  is desirable that tlle general conditions governing the laws 
of increase and decrease of population in Afghanistan as a whole, as me]] as the 
peculiar circunlstances under which each tribe has lived for the past quarter of 
a century should be talren into consideration. It requires no great reasoning 
to show that  healthy climatic influences have a very farourable eflect on the pro- 
creative powers, and as Afghanistan enjoys an unique position in this respect, 
with abundance of fruit trees, the birth rate is incomparably high, and cases of 
longevity are common. But  this high rate of birth is counteracted to some 
extent by a heavy mortality from special causes, other than natural deaths. Though 
Afghanistan has not been engaged in war with any foreign power during the last 
25 years, and even during the preceding decade, i t  is a well-known fact that in 
the  early part  of Amir Abdur Hahman's rule, constsnt expeditions resulting in 
great loss of life were undertaken to subdue the turbulent tribes in Afghanistan 
itself, and that during the greater portion of the late Amir's reign, the peace 
was frequently disturbed by civil and tribal feuds ; expeditions in the Hazarajat, 
Mangal, Jadran, Shanwar and other tracts, all of which tended to retard the 
progress of population. Frequent epidemics of small-pox and cholera, and the 
occasional visitation of famine or scarcity have also played havoc with the popu- 
lation of the country. I t  may be argued in favour of increase in population that, 
a s  the Afghans are great polygamists, the birth rate must be necessarily high, 
but this does not hold good for the country as a whole ; and the fact is that the 
practice of polygamy is restricted, either to really affluent persqns of the Kabul 
city, or to  such individuals, who being remnants of past glory, merely throngh 
vanity, or an eagerness to  vie with their compeers, take more than one wife. 
On the otller hand, poverty sometimes compels a lnan to lead a life of celibacy, 
as, to the custom of the country, parents would not give their daughteru 
in marriage without receiving " Shirbaha " or " Walwar " money which a poor man 
could hardly afford to pay. The l,iith-rate is also down by procragtination 
to marry at the proper age, and an Afghan usually marries a t  an age when his 



00-religionist in India has already become the father of two or more children. 
The birth-rate is further reduced by separation from their families for several 
years of persons employed in the Military Department, or engaged in trade with 
foreign countries. After a full consideration of the various causes of decyease, 
the net illcrease in the population works out between two and three per cent. per 
year, but as this estimate is further liable to increase or decrease according 
to the peculiiar circumstances of each tribe or sect, I give below separate notes 
for each tribe or sect, together with an estimate .of their present population :- 

(s) G?iiEzais.-They are a strong and sturdy race of mc:n, and live in a healthy 
tract. I think that an estimate of incn~ase in their populntion a t  2h per cent. per 
year is not high. The total estimated population, therefore, works out to 
ln.oo,wn u [ ( ' L i  x 2~)+1001  =16,25,000 souls. 

100 

(ii) Tajiks.-These people are notorious polygamists, and do not generally 
remain absent from their homes. The estimate of increase may well be fixed 
a t  24 per cent. per year, and a t  this rate the total population comes to 

o.oO.ooor[ c%xek)+xo] -- 
I W  =14,62,500. 

(iii) Dur~anis.-They are the descendants of a fine, sturdy race, but are 
now greatly degenerating. They are addicted t o  intoxicants, and to other 
vices, and their population has not increased to a very large extent. The estima'e 
of increase a t  14 per cent. per year seems well near the figure. Their total 
poPulatiol1 therefore amounts to 5 ~ 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 ~ 2 5 x 3 ) * 0 ~ = 6  is) 0 1 9 .  87 500 

(iv) Haznras and Aimoh.-These fol'c3 had a severe trial in the time of Amir 
Abdur Rahman, and were massacred in very large numbex. They have not, up to 
the preseut, recovered fully from their previous condition, and are much stricken 
with poverty. They work as labourers, and travel great distances in search of 
employment. No increase seems justified, and the former figures may, therefore, 
be repeated, viz.,  4,50,000. 

(I?) Uzbaks.-The tract in which these people live is fertile and well irrigated 
by canals, but the inhabitants are not in a flourkhin!: cot~dit~ion, owing to offi- 
cial oppression and other defects in the administration. Tlley are addicted to 
sodomv. In  the past, and specially during the time of the late Amir Abdur Rah- 
man, they frequently wagc~l civil w:trs, and fiuelly fell victims to  the rage 
of the late Amir for their adherence to  Ishak Khan 'a t  the battle of Gliazingak. 
The late Amir never forgave them for this fault, and always treated them harshly. 
According to my estimate their population may be increased only by one per 
cent. per yezr, which works out to S~008000X1 '25X1)+1001 =3 75 000 

100 , , .  

(vi) Safi.-These people live in a fertile and healthy; tract. The increase in 
population may well be estimated a t  24 per cent. per year. Their total population 
amounts to J0.000Z[L25x2~)+l"! =81,250. 

100 

(uic) Kaza1bashes.-The word " Kazalbash " in Afghanistan is synonymous 
with " Shia. " The members of this tribe are therefore mixing them~elves with 
other tribes, or are migrating to foreign countries for purposes of trade. They 
are a clever and sensible lot, and lead harmonious lives with their families. An 
increase of l a  per cent. per year seems reasonable. The total population there- 
fore amounts t o  " 3 ~ 0 0 0 x [ ( 2 5 5 ~ = 5 5 , 0 0 0 .  

1ou 

(viiz) Hindus.-The Hindus are strict monogamists. The main portion of 
their population lives in t'he city of Kabul, and, with the exception of those whose 
ancestors settled in Afghanistan long ago, the Hindus do not geiierally bring 
their families into the country. A great portion of the Hindu population of the 
Kabul city fell viqtims to  the ravages of cholera in 1903, and the increase in their 
population has not, therefore, been high. They are chiefly engaged in trade, and 
are on the whole prosperous. The estimate of 13 per cent. per year seems reason- 
able, and a t  this reckoning their population amounts to -(25fib)+1001 100 -48,125. 

(ix) Skinwaris.-They are a brave and warlike tribe, and have almnvs shown 
reluctancl: in acknowledging their alle~iance to the thron: of lK.15~1. They often 
engage i n  civil wars, and the peace of the tract they livein is frequently disturbed. 



They live in a somewhat hot climate. An increme at 2 per cent. per year B e e m  
fairly reasonable. Their total population comes to  i n . o ? 0 ~ [ ; : ~ 2 )  +lool. = y  000. 

(2) Sai?fids.-These people are scattered all over the country, and unlike 
India, inter-marry with other tribes ; and a Saiyid would as gladly give 
daughter in marriage to a carpenter, as to his own kinsman. With very few 
exceptions, the Saiyids have now become a mixed race. They are/ however, 
lool<ed upon with great respect, and earn their livelihood without any 
exertion. On the whole tlley are very well off, and in their case an increase of 
3 per cent. per year seems justifiable. Their total population amounte to 

r , m o ~ [ ( 2 0 x 7 ) + 1 0 0 ]  -7 000 
--A- 

100 , .  
(xi) Puraclraa.-They are birds-of-passage, and chiefly belong to the Shahpw 

District in the Punjab, and have not yet permanently settled with their families in 
Afghanistan. They are engaged in trade, and in order to deposit their earnings 
frequently visit their native country. There has, however, been a considerable 
increase in the number of these traders, who are found in all parts of the country. 
The former estimate of this population was 4,000, and I think it may now well be 
computed a t  5,000. 

( x i i )  Kashmiris.-The old settlers from Kashmir have by inter-marriage got 
mixed up with other tribes, and there have been no recent arrivals. The former 
estimate of their population was 3,000, and I think their present number may well 
be roughly estimated a t  5,000. 

(ziii) Laghmonis, Juts, Hindkia, Dacwris, and Khostwa1s.-They include all 
kinds of nomad tribes. The increase in their population may be estimated a t  2 
per cent. per year. The total population amounts to 1 0 0 ~ O O O x i  100 '5X2'f'001 =lo , 50 9 000. 

(ziv) Kafiristanis.-These people were converted to Islam by the late Amir 
Abdur Rahman, and were called Jadzd-ul-Islam (new converts). They are enlisted 
in the Army, as well as in other departments of the State. They have also begun 
to  settle in the vicinity of Kabul, but the number of settlers in this neighbourhood 
is about 6,000 only. The main bulk of the Kafiristanis is in Kakistan, and their 
population is about 50,000. 

The grand total of the population as estimated above amounts to 59,25,375. 
It is rather difficult to place ii~iplicit reliance in the accuracy of these figures, 
but a t  the same time I must confess that I am unable to frame a more reliable 
estimate from the material a t  my disposal. Some of the members of the hontier 
bribes are settling in Afghanistan, while on the other hand, some of the ~ f ~ h a n s  
have migrated to foreign countries, but their number bears an infinitely small propor- 
tioll to the population as a whole, and I have not considered i t  necessary to  give 
separate estimates under these heads. 
C 884 FD 



CHAPTER X. 

OLIMATE, PEOPLE, NOTABLE BUILDINGS. 

Climate.-The coldest part of Afghanistan is the Haxarajat. The climate of 
Kabul is very healthy, though the winter is extremely trying from December to 
March. Paghman-about 12 miles from Kabul towards Kohistan- is t,he chief snni- 
tarium, and the Amir freque~itly visits i t  in summer. Jalalabad, the winter 
residence of the Amir, is very unhealthy in summer, and is generally visited by 
epidemics. 

The climate of Herat is good in all respects, except for the t,rouble caused by 
the severe wind known as Bad-i-Sado-bist-rozah. It blows for full four months in 
summer. Eighty per cent. of the inhabitants suffer bom sore. eyes caused by the 
dust and gravel. 

The climate of Afghanistan as a whole is good, with the exception of very few 
tracts. 

Peop!e.-The people of Afghanistan are most extravagant in their habits, and 
are easily led away by temptations. They are extremely fond of good clothing and 
food. In  providing himself with a new suit of clothes, or in enjoying the luxury of 
palao, the Afghan does not seem to look beyond the day. 

The dress of the Afghan is loose, but respectable. It consists of a lungi for the 
head, kurta, shalwar, and rough shoes. The city people wear a coat or waist-coat 
also, and a t  present they show an increased tendency to adopt the English dress. 
Women are very fond of silk dresses ; and in the Kabul city, they seem to have 
developed a great liking for the European gown. The Afghan wife fondly lovea 
her husband, and adorns herself in the best possible manner in order to win his 
genuine affection, but in cases of want of harmony between the two, the better 
Ilalf proves a most dreadful foe. 

Tlle food of the Afghans is simple, and consists of bread, fresh or dried fruit. 
The well-to-do people chiefly eat rice and meat. Houses are generally kept clean 
and well furnished, and Afghan women show a special taste for decorations. 

The expenses on death and marriage ceremonies are not great. On the occasion 
of a nsrriage, the parents of the bride take a certain a~rlount of money called Shir- 
bnha from the bridegroom himself or his parents, and the position of the bride ie 
deterrllined according to the amount of Shirbahu. The parents of the bride spend 

and the expenses of entertaining the marriage party a t  the house of the 
bride are paid by the bridegroom or his parents. Formerly, Haq Mehr (dower) waa 
fixedst most exorbitant figureson the understanding that the husband would 
thereby lire in constant awe of his consort, and in consequence, altercations a t  the 
nuptii,l hour were of frequent occurrence. The late Amir Abdur Rahman, 
however, by a general order fixed the amount of Mehr a t  the following rates :- 

Kabuli 
Rs. 

Affluent people ... . . . . . . . . . . 900 
Average people . . . . ... . . . . . . 600 

I 
Poor people . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 

This has doubtless removed all possible chances of quanels a t  the time of 
hi/&, but the practice of polygamy seems to have been greatly encouraged by it. 

During the time of the late Amir, the people indulged freely in cock or quail 
fighting and gambling ; prostitution was openly practised, and beautiful boys were 

kept in constant company, but these evil practices have now almost dis- 
appeared, and prostitutes, without a single exception, have married. 

smuggling.-The Afghans are extremely fond of arms. They regard them 
as their dearest possessions, and would buy them even a t  the sacrifice of their landed 
property, or sell their dearest female relatives. This fanatical tendency always 
induces them to import arms born India by illicit means ; and they have hitherto 
proved quite untiring in their efforb to successfully accomplish this object. Zn 



1907 the trade began with Maskat, and was successfullr carrieclon d u i n g  t,he follaw- 
ing two years, with the result that a consideral~le nu&her of rifles and revolrera, and 
a large quantity of ammunition, werc imported into Afgllanirt,m i l i i  31eslled, SBCtiln, 
or Kar ;~c l~ i .  The imported arms were sold chiefly to i l~dc~endent  tribesmen, living 
011 the borders of British territory, who travelled in large numbers to Kabul for the 
purpose of buying weapons. The price was paid in cash, and in some cases 
payments were credited in Peshawar, and bills of exchange obtained on f i n d u  
bankers of Kabul. 

In 1909, the  Amir obtained the permission of the Government of l,,dia for 
certain merchants to import rifles and ammunition for purposes of sport, and in 
consequence a legitimate trade has commenced wit]l India. 

Ul Khelsa-The U t  Khels are the most notorious smugglers of arms, and have 
become and prosperous by the clandestine trade. They number about 
one tllousand families, and chiefly reside in Agharabad in the Laghman ~ i ~ t ~ i ~ t ,  
They cultivate lands in their own villages, as well as in the vicinity of ~ ~ b ~ l .  
Some of their families spend the summer in the latter where they have in 
their possession three villages called Tarnao, returning to Agha-abad in winter. 
The non-agriculturists live in Yakatut and Shewaki. The Ut  Khels, though form- 
ing only a very Small proportion of the population, are the most daring 
thieves. Since the time of the late Amir, they have been regularly paid a 
munificent annual grant by the State on the condition, whch has been 
faithfully maintained up to the present, that they shall not commit any 
thefts in their own country. The only alternative left to them is to go to 
India, and they invariably march down to the plains in winter in batches, con- 
sisting of two to  ten persons, disguised as merchants or coolies. Though they chiefly 
commit thefts of arms, they do not spare other articles on which they can lay their 
hands. On returning to Afghanistan, they sell their booty to the Sardars, who 
generally purchase the stolen articles a t  good prices, in order to show their pious 
appreciation for their good services. 

Non-Mu 7,'ms.-There are no missionaries, churches, or Native Christians in 
the  whole of Afghanistan, including Afghan Turkistan. Only one native of Kanda- 
har, Icazi Abdul Karim, who had embraced Christianity in I n h a  returned home in 
1907 after many years to visit his relatives. He was arrested by the Governor of 
Kandahar and sent to Kabul, where he met his end under very miserable cir- 
cumstances. He  was p u t  to  the severest tortures and trials, from which he could 
save himself on!y by reverting to his former faith, to  which he did not agree. 

At present there are six Europeans a t  Kabul who are Christians. 
They are employed in the service of the Amir as Engineers. The Amir himself 
treats them with a certain amount of consideration, but the lives they lead are not 
pleasant. 

There is not a single Armenian now a t  Kabul, nor did I see any a t  Kandahar, 
Herat, or Mazar-i-Sharif. In the Gazetteer of Afghanistan, Part IV, page 360, it is 
stated tha t  in 1876 th:re were one hundred Arnlenians residing in Kabul. I a m  
told that this was really so, but that they had t o  leave the country afterwards ; and 
after the accession of Amir Abdur Hahman t o  the throne, when Sardar Ishak Khan 
rebelled, the remaining families of Armenians mere exiled by the order of the late 
~ ~ i r .  The reason for this was that Ishak Khan's mother was an  Armenian. 

There are no  Jews in Kabul proper. They are found a t  Herat, Maimana, Balkh, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - i - ~ h ~ ~ i f ,  and Tashkurghan. They can be recognised by a special kind of cap 
-]led ~ i l ~ ~ k .  ~t is made of chintz or silk like a skull cap, with a skin of bcaver 
round tile rim. The Jews cannot wear any othcr kind of head dress except the Tilpak, 
which no ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~  wears. The rest of the dress is of the oldest hshion, long 
cloaks tied with a string round the waist and loose trousers- Some of the Jews 
are fairly but are not in possession of great wealth. Their centre a t  

Acrat, where 220 hmilies resi& They have their beadman, Agha 

Jan, who is by all the Jews residing in Afghnistan. The Jews follow 
professions of tnde and banking. They are treated ~ i t h  the utmost contempt 

by the ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ .  Their women when passing through the streets are 'penb 
insulted, but they do not dare to  complain or Utter a word any Mussalm.n. 



In ahort, their social position, compared with the Muhammadans, is not better thnn 
that. of slaves. They pciy jclzio (poll tax from non-Muslims), as the Hindus also 
do. By paying the t a r  they are cxempt,ed from compulsory nlilitary service. 

The Hindu popu'atiol~ as gi\ren in the Gazetteer was about 35.000 in 1886 I t  
has now risen to about 48.12 ) For reasons please see Chnptev I S ,  " Population." 
They follow the profession of ballins and sahuhrs (petty merchants and b:rnl<ers). 
They charge heavy ~titeresl,  so much 60 that sometimes i t  rises to seven rupees 
per cent. per rnensenl. 

The Hindus are treated nluch better than the Jews and others. They own 
lauds, while the others do not. Their chief is Diwan Niranjall Dass, a wealthy 
man and a big landlord ill Kabul. He is Kernel Mulki (Civil Colonel), and is in 
charge of the Aiu-ul-Illal (the Amir's own treasury). He gets seven thous:~nd 
rupees per annum as pay. His landed property, as he himself says, is valued a t  
not less than seven lakhs of rupees. He has large houses and gardens in the Kabul 
city. 

The Hindus, without exception, wear yellow turbans as their head dress, and 
their females a yellow veil (burqa) when walking outside. The Hindus are per- 
mitted to ride on saddles, but the Jews are strictly forbiddeu to enjoy this 
decency, though they can ride on horse back. 

The Hindus pay jazia according to three grades :- 
Rs. per annum. 

( i )  The persons who are in State service ... . . . . . . 12 
( i i )  Cloth merchants . . . . . . . . . . .. 8 
(iii) Others . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4 

All this money is recovered once a year. A daffadar is deputed, and he sits on a 
raised place. Every Hindu comes before him, and respectfully presents the tax, 
which the duffadar accepts, but before doing so touches his whip on the back 
of the Hindu. Diwan Niranjan Dass himself undergoes the ceremony in the usual 
manner. By paying the tax, they are exenlpted from compulsory military ser- 
vice. All the Jazia money goes in to the Ain-ul-Mal, and is spent on the kitchen 
expenses of the Amir. The surplus is distributed among the Sardars. The Itimad- 
ucl-Daula receives his fixed allowance of four hundred rupees per annurn out 
of the Jazia income. This money is coilsitlered to be sacred by the Afghans. 

The Hindus, when saluting the Muhammadans, say Khuda Hajiz (God be your 
protection). The Muhammadans say Daulat Ziyada (mny you be more wealthy). 
This form was adopted by the order of Amir Abdur Rahman Khan. 

The rule re1i:ting to the re-marriage of widows was introduced among the 
Hindus a t  Kabul long before the Arya Samajis made any attempts of making 
reforms in India. I t  happened that Amir Abdur Rahman Khan came to know 
that one of his Mirzas (clerks) Hari Singh, a widower, was living with his brother's 
widow as her husband. The Amir sent for all the leading Hindus and told them 
that Hari Singh should either be married to his brother's widow or that he should 
leave the country. The leaders took a few days to consider the question, 
and after all yielded, and the ceremony of marriage was !performed. Since 
then, the marriage of widows has become lawful in Afghanistan. 

The Hindus in Afghanistan look upon the Muhammadans as their superiors ; 
even the wealthiest Hindu cannot claim equality with the poorest Mussalman. 
They live in a humble way, and do not take notice of the taunts or insults they 
receive a t  the hands of the Mussalmans. For instance, if some mischievous 
Muhammadan boys bring bones of a cow and urinate on them in the presence of 
a Hindu, as they really do, he will only laugh and say nothing. The Muhamma- 
dans sell, cook, and eat beef openly in the streets, and no Hindu can say a word. 
I n  the villages, the Hindu shopkeepers are often asked by the Muhammadans 
to divide the elaughtered cow among the shareholders by weighing the beef. The 
shopkeepers comply with the request as a matter of oourse. 

The Hindus have got Shiwalas (places of worship) in the city, but they are not 
allowed to blow horns, or to make any kind of noise publicly. 



Sltinr are Mllllmmadans all over the world, save inAfghaniatan, where thq 
are regsr(l(bil a s  infidt>ls, except that they enjoy exemption from the poll-tax. 1. 
ilia timtl, .\tnir Alnl~ll  I(;~llnian Kllau sent for all the leaders of  the Skioa, and told 
then1 t11.1 t tbvy sl~oald either become ~Sunnis, or leave Afghaaistan for gmd. The 
S1tbi.s lr ;~(l  no uption hut to become B~mni~s. T l~e  Amir deputed Sumi  Mullas to 
their n~osrlllcs to perform all the religious duties strictly in accordance with that 
o f  S u t ? n r s .  'Plrcr(1 are, however, l~undreds of persons who nre still Shias, but keep it 
n a * r ~ t j ,  i111(l do nothing to cornmomorate the Mullarram tragedy. 

I u  thr  H J s ~ r a j n t ,  which is the nest of Shmr, Sunni ~ ~ l l ~ ~  were deputed by 
jilt(' A~llir to t ly  and bring round the Shlcts, and to convert them into s ~ ~ ~ , ~ .  

111 s m e  manner, S u n n ~  Mullas are achieving success in ~ ~ f i r i ~ t ~ ~ .  

Foreigners worthy of note at present living in Kahl.-(i) The late Umra ~h~~ 
of Bclinur died leaving ten Sons, seven daughters, and about two hundred fenale 
relatllres, illcluding widows and concubines. The family is living in ~ ~ b ~ l ,  and 
is in receipt of a cash allowance of Rs. 50,000 per annum from the State. T~~ 
of Umra Khan's sons, named Sardar Khan and Abdur Rahman Khan, are employ- 
ed in the Body Guard, and the rest are still minors. One of Urnra daughters 
was betrothed to the Amir's eldest son, Sardar Inayatulla Khan, during the life- 
time of her f:.ther, but she still lives under her paternal roof, and no one can say 
whether the marriage will ever take place. A sum of Rs. 10,000 per a n n u  is, 
however, deducted from Umra Khan's family allowance on account of the main- 
tenance of the betrothed girl, and paid to her future husband, Sardar Inayatulla 
Khan! Thc family. is not very contented as they are practically left with Rs. 
40,000 (Rabuli), which only enables them to live a sort of hand-to-mouth 
existence. 

(ii) Tora Akram I h n  and Tora Zsmail Khan, Princes of Darwez (Bokharo). 
-I do not think any political significance can be attached to these people. They 
are of quiet and retiring habits, and their way of living is simple. 

(iii) Khwas Khan-Is a Zakks ~ h e l  Afridi, and is staying in Kabul as 
a refugee. He  is in receipt of some allowance from the State and both the Amir 
and Sardar Nasrulla Khan, especially the latter, hold him in esteem. He  is a 
shrewd man, and professes a great devoti In to the Afghan throne. Whenever any 
frontier tribes, especially Afridi jirgas, visit Kabul, he persuades them in favour 
of the Muslim ruler against the interests of the British Government. 

( iv )  Akbar Khan of Lalpura-Is a resident of Laipura near Dakka on the 
border ; belongs to the Mohmand tribe, and is a maternal uncle of Sardar Ayub 
Khan. Though he is urlder surveillance in Afghanistan and has great'y declined 
in power, he still wields some influence over his tribesmen. Sa,dar Khnn. Moh- 
rnand Gardabi, has come into power in place of Akbar Khan, but should the latter 
ever retulsn to the country, the former is sure to  sink into insignificance agrin. 
f ibar  Khan's son, Mozalffar Khan, formerly Hakim of hlukar, was &smissed in 
1907, and has since been living in retirement like his aged father. 

(v) Ha ji Surana and his nephew, Sher Alz Khnn, Murwats of Bannu.-Sher Ali 
Khan was Resaldar in Regiment No. 17. He deserted lrom his reginlent and fled 
to Afghanistan with his uncle and party, consisting of 82 persons and 33 horses. and 9 

reached Kabul &bout the middle of 1908. A detailed! account of their arrival 
in Afghanistan will be found in one of my previous re1)orts. They first tried to 
impress on the of tire Amir and Sardar Nasrulla Khan that they were very 

and inRucntiaI men on the border of Ballnu, and that they had come to  
help the Musszlman Ruler only for the sake of performillg a religious duty. They 
proposed that il cavalry and also an infantry regiment ~hould be recruited from 
their clan, i.e., Murwats ; and that the officers should also be selected among 
them. ~h~ scheme has not been approved by the Amir, but S a r d ~ r  Nasrulla 
Ii,LY,,, has held out hopes to  them. Since their arrival in Kabul, they haye Leen 
recei,7ing a maintenance allowance a t  the rate of Rs. 121 (Kabuli) Per diem. T b  
party has, however, behaved unscrupulou~ly, and ha\e  lowered 
in the eyes of the Afghans. 

(vi) Khwaja Sana-ulla, Kashmiri 01 Amrdsar.-Tltis unfortunate man is a 
resident of Arnritsar (Punjsb). He went to  Kabul in the middle of 1908 with 



goods of Kashmir manufactl~re to the value of 1; lakll of rupees, with the llopc of 
mnlring n good fortune. He was at first received very conrteoaslp Ly His llajcsty 
thc Amir, and on presentation of the goods was n ~ ~ n r d c d  a sword, a gold medal of 
Sadakat. and some ~voollen clot11 of local ~na.nufacturc. I-Jc rrcei1.e~ Hs. 50 (I<at,uli) 
per d i q  for his daily cspenqes, Init not,hing 11ns u p  to t l ~ e  ~)rebcnt I1ee11 ]>aid tu\\ncls 
the price of the goods, and it is 1 ery doulrtfl~l n-l~etl~er 11e will el er r ,  co\ c.r t]le 
origin 11 cost. I4e seems to ha\ e bongllt goods wit11 moner borron ed on intcrrst, 
and the delay in settlement of the debt must he causing him a gre:tt loss. I11 June 
last, Sn.rdar Nasrulla Iihan referred his case to the Annr, and His Majesty was in 
favour of giving him something, and letting him leave the country. 

(clii) Rzr.ssiave prisoners.-There are a t  present ahout four prisoners in the 
Kal~ul  Jail, who were arrested some years ago on suspicion of l~eing spies. They 
are not treated harshly, but still their fate is very doubtful. The correspondence 
between the British Governme~rt and the Amir on this subject has not, so far as  
1 I;llom, resulted in anything definite yet. 

Notable buildings. 

( 1 )  Jabl-us-Sirnj-Is situated about 43 miles from Kabul, tonrards Chariliar, 
a t  the foot of a mountain. The foundation was laid by the late Amir, but the build- 
ing reached completion during the rule of the present Amir. When the selection 
of a suitable site for purposes of a retreat was under consideration of the late 
Amir, small pits were dug up 111 different places to see the depth of the water 
Felon. the surface of the earth. The site of Jabl-us-Siraj was also dug up, and 
the esperiment proved that water was only a t  a depth of about two feet. Amir 
Abdur Rahman was of opinion that  the close vicinity of water would save the 
foundation of the fort from explosion by dynamite, as it would become wet in the  
water, and thus be rendered useless. It is a small, but strong and useful fort, 
and provisions can easily be supplied from Kohistan, Ghorband, etc., sufficient 
t o  last for a considerable period. The retreat cannot ser17e any useful purpose in 
case of inra~ion  from Herat or Mazar-i-Sharif, and the building seems to have 
been mainly intended to serve as a safe fortification in case of an attack from 
the Indian side. 

(ii) Iiiln-tus-Siraj.-This is a beautiful building erected in Laghman by the 
present Amir. The site is pleasant, and only a t  adistance of about 12 miles 
from Jal..l,:bad. I t  call also serve as a useful retreat in case of war a t  Jalalabad. 
The supply of provisions n7ill not run short for some time, and i t  will afford a safe 
place for defence only by guarding the bridge over the Kabul River, which flows 
between Jalalabad and Laghman. 

(iii) Besides these new buildings, there exist old forts a t  other places, 
which are being repaired, or have already been repaired. 

(io) The most remarkable and beautiful building throughout Afghanistan is 
tlie reputed tomb of Hazrat Ali a t  Mazar-i-Sharif. I t  is made of porcelain, with 
lofty minarets, and large domes rising over the building, which may be seen from 
a distance. There are also other ancirnt shrines scattered all over the 
country, but the buildings are mouldering and decaying. 

(v) European cenzeteries.-There is a cemetery of Europeans in the Sherpur 
Cantonment near Kabul. The graves have disappeared, and the marble stones 
are heaped up in a corner. The cemetery is closed by a wall made of earth work, 
which is annually repaired by the Afghan State. 

In  Kandahar there are two cemeteries ; one in the city and the other outside 
it. These are also enclosed by a kacha wall on four sides, but no traces of the 
gral es nonr exist. During the course of my enquiries, I ascertained that the 
graves had been dug up and searched in order to discover arms, which the Afghans 
believed had been buried with the dead. Besides the above, there are the graves 
of two British Agency officials, viz :- 

1. Fateh Muhammad, Mir Munshi, who died in 1909. 
2. Kaim Din, B.A., Mir Munshi, who died in 1902. 

These graves are in the Kabul graveyard of Tappa Maranjan. I have got 
them repaired, and a plan showing their site has been submitted to the Foreign 
Office. 



APPENDIX I .  
Amir's establishment. 

1. Sardar Asaf Khan (3lusaliih-i-Khas). 
2. Sardar Yusuf Khan (Musahib-i-Iillas). 
3. Tora Ismail Khan, Hazir Bash. 
4. Tora Akram Khan, Hazir Bash. 
5. Sardar Abdol Wahab Iihan, Amin-ul-Makatib and Hazir Bash. 
6. Snrdar Yunis Khan, Amin-ul-Wujuhat and Hazir Bash. 
7. Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan, Amin-ul-Asas and Hazir Bash. 
8. Sarclar Muhammad Rafik Khan, Amin-ul-Mukabala and Post Master General, Ha& 

Bash. 
9. Loinab Khushdil Khan, Governor of Kabul and Hazu Bash. 

10. Sardar Jan Muhammad Khan (son-in-law to Amir Dost Muhammad n a n )  Bakim of 
Deh Zangi and Hazir Bash. 

11. A b d d  Ahad Khan, Chief tlrzbegi and Hazir Bash. 

1. Sulaiman Khan, Military Secretary. 
2. Aziz Jan, Assistant Military Secretary. 
3. Ali Ahmed Jan, Civil Secretary. 
4. Muhammad Alam Khan, Assistant Civil Secretary. 
5. Nek Muhammad Khan, Private Secretary. 

Azirnulla Khan. 

Muhammad Zaman Khan, Lala-i-Amir. 

Ghulam Bachas K h .  

1. Muhammad Wali Khan. 
2. Badshah Mir Khan. 
3. Sikandar Khan. 
4. Muhammad Sharif Khan. 
6 .  lluhammad Aman Khan. 
6. Adam Khan. 
7. Shiya-ud-dada. 
8. Haji Malik Jan. 
9. Muhammad Yakub Khan. 

10. Muhammad Ishak Khan. 
11. Ghulam Siddik. 
12. Ahmed Ali. 

G h d a m  B a c h  Hazuri, Dust-i-Rast. 

1. Akram Jan. 
2. Muhammad Hasan Khan. 
3. Muhammad Ayub Khan. 
4. Khal Muhammad Khan. 
5. Muhammad Ali Jan. 
6. Sher Muhammad Khan. 
7. Abdul Zahir Khan. 
8. Abdul Samad Khan. 
9. Nur Ahmed Khan. 

10. Muhammad Ibrahim. 
11. Abdul Majid. 
12. Aman Beg Khan. 
13. Muhammad KarimiKhan. . 



Uhdam B m h  Hazuri, Dask-i-Chap. 

1. Ibrahim Jan. 
2. Mul~ammad Ayub Ghorbandi. 
3. Muhammad Ajrub Mir Bacha. 
4. Atta Muhammad Jan. 
6 .  Badli Khan. 
6. Sufi Khan Muhammad. 
7. Aziz Jan. 
8. Sher Ahmed Khan. 
9. Shah Daula Khan. 

10. Malik Muhammad Khan. 
11. Muhammad Alam Khan. 
12. Abdur Rahim Khan. 
13. Mirza Jan. 

Abdm Khanu. 

1. Saleh Muhammad Khan, Abdar Bashi. 
2. Abdars . . . . . . . . 44 men. 

Chaidar Khana. 

1. MuhammadrSaiyid Khan, Chaidar Bashi. 
2. Abdul Majid, Assistant. 
3. Chaidars . . . . . . . . 22 men. 

Mewadar Khalsa. 

1. Abdul Hakim Khan, Mewadar Bashi. 
2. Fazal Ahmed, Assistant. 
3. Attaulla, Sarishatar. 
4. Mewadars . . . . . . .. 26 men. 

Pmhkkid,mats. 
1. Abdul Karim Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi. 
2. Peshkhidmats . . . . .. 58 men. 

Famash Khana. 
1. Sikandar Khan, Farrash Bashi. 
2. Sher Muhammad Khan, Assistant. 
3. Taj Rluharnrnad Khan, Panjah Bashi. 
4. Abdul Aziz, Mirza. 
5. Farrashes . . . . . . . . 90 men. 
6. Muhammad G r i m  Khan, Camp Farrash Bashi. 
7. Farrashes . . ... ... . . 40 men with 25 sappers. 

Kabuchis. 

1. Faiz Muhammad Khan (Officer in charge of transport) Kabuchi Bashi. 
2. Sultan Muhammad Khan, h i s t a n t .  
3. Kabuchis . . . . . . . . 10 men. 
4. Chaprasia . . -a .,. . . 10 men. 

J m h i s .  
1. Karim Khan, Jarchi Bashi. 
2. Abdul Ali, Assistant. 
3. Abdul Ghaff ur, Mirza. 
4. Sowars . . .,. . . . . 15 men. 

S ~ T U .  

1. Baba Bark, Shatar Bashi. 
2. Muhammad Kaeim Khan, Assistant. 
3. Shatara ... - ... , -. U)  men. 



Attars. 
1. ~ I u h a m m ~ d  Yasin Khan, Attar Bashi. 
2. Abdul Majid Khan, Assistant. 
3. Attars . . . . . . . . 40 men. 

Kitchen. 
1 .  Naib Abdur Razzak Khan, Head Steward. 
2. Ghulam Bachas . . . . .. '20 men. 
3. Abdul Ali Khan, Sarishtadar. 
4. Saiyid Mir Khan 
5. Muhammld Husain Mirzas. 
6. Taj Muhammad 
7. Cooks . . 

1 
. . . . . . 22 men. 

Sakkm (water-curriers). 

1. Saki Khan, Sakka Bashi. 
2. Sakkas . . . . . . . . 20 men. 

Musicians. 

1. Kurban Ali and Khalifa Haider, Head Musicians. 
2. Musicians . . . . . . .. 10 men. 

Coachmen. 

1. Muhammad Yusaf Khan, Head Coachman 
2. Coachmen . . . . . . . . 22 men. 

Klmn Samans in  charge oJ fancy pods, furniture and l a w ,  etc. 

1. Nafis Khan..  . . . . . . 
2. Muhammad Ishak . . . . 
3. Muhammad Azan . . . . : : 1 Head Khanaamans, 
4. Dur Muhammad Khan . . . . 
5. Ghulam Hussain Khan . . . . 
6. Khan Samans . . . . . . 150 men. 

Tailors. 

1. Rhalifa Sarwar, Master Tailor. 
2. Tailors . . . . . . . . 20 men. 

Motor drivers. 

1. Mr. Fennell. 
2. Muhammad Sharif. 
3. Muhammad Ibrahim. 
4. Saiyid Raza. 

1. Alam Khan. 
2. Mahmud Khan. 
3. Ghulam Rasul. 
4. Nirarn Jan. 
5. hluhammad Hussain. 

E,ngineer and Alappers. 

1. Abdul Ghias Khan (alias IChanji), Engineer. 
2. Colollel Sher Ahmed Khan . . . . I  !Rlappers with 20 subordinat-. 
3. Kumedan Akhtar Nuhallmad. . . . J 

Nakkashes. 

1. RIir Hisam-ud-din. 
2. filirzn Afzal and four others. 

C 884 Y!'D 



Kan jqha Begis. 

1. hfuliammad Usnian Khan, Head Kalljug-ha Begi. 
2. Ka~ijugha Begis . . . . . . 20 men. 

Kaharbardars. 

1. Mehr Ali Khan, Jamudar. 
2. Kaharbardars . . . . . . 20 mon. 

Hazuri Mirzas (derks). 

1. Ghulam Muhammad, Wardak. 
2. Abdur Raahid. 
3. Abdul Latif, Farsiwan. 
4. Muhammad Amin, I. 
6. Muhammad Amin, 11. 
6. Muhammad Nasar Khan. 
7. Saiyid Muhammad Khan. 
8. Ahmed Jan Khan, 
9. Nasar Khan. 
10. Daud Khan, Kazalbash. 
11. Muhammad Aman Khan. 
12. Rustam Ali Khan. 
13. Muhammad Ali Khan 

Arzbegis. 
1. Mulla Muhammad Khan. 
2. Muhammad Shah Khan. 

Camp Post Office. 

1. Fakir RIuharnrnad . . . . . 1 
2. 3fuhammad Azim Khan . . I . . Mirzas. , 
3. hlullammad Alam Khan . . .. J 

Medical Stao. 
1. Doctor Ghulam Nabi. 
2. Doctor Allah Jomaya. 
3. Hospital Assistants . . . . .. 2 
4. Namab Khan, Compounder. 
5. Nalik Khan, Akhta Begi. 

Ada-i-Shariat. 
1. Kazi Asltari, 
2. BIufti Abdul Majid. 
3. Mufti Abdul yaq.  
4. ~ k l ~ m d z a d a  Abdul Halim, Muharrir. 
5. bfaulvi Abdul Rauf, Imam. 

6. Others . . .. . . .. 6 men. 

Sanduk Kham KhaP Ramrakabi. 

1. bfuhammad gharif Khan, Sandukdar. 

Sanduk Khana Nakdi ( 4 i n - d - M d )  of the I& Amb. 

1. Baz bIuhammpd Khan, Chitrali, Sandukdar. 

Sanduk Khalaa Jowahirat (Ain-d-Mal). 

1. bfuhammd Wali Khan, Sandukdar. 

Sanduk Khana Jinsi Hanarakabi (Ain-d-Mal). 

1. Sharif Shah Wan ,  Sandukdar. 
2, RIullalnu~ad Hasan Khan, Nir8a. 



Sanduk Khana Jinri Harnrakobi (Boil-d-Md). 

1. Ghulam Muhammad Khan, Sandukdar, 
2. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, Mirza. 

Sanduk Khana Nakdi Harnrakabi (Bud-d-Md), 
1. Kamuddin,  Bandukdar. 
2. Sadik Ali, Mirza. 

Sanduk Khana Tartuki (Prese~s). 
1. Mir Ahad Khan, ~andukdar .  

M~cellaneow. 
1. Muhammad Musa, Satara-i-Daulat, Aina-Barki-Wale. 
2. Haji Muhammad Nabi, Sarishta-dar-i-Gudam. 
3. Ghulam Muhayyuddin Khan, Amin-ul-Madniyat. 
4. Abdul Ghaffur Khan, Mehmandar Bashi. 
6. Salyid Muhammad Rasul Khan, Kitabdar. 
6. Mir Abdul Wahid Khan, Watchmaker. 
7. Gul Ali, Lala-i-Ghulam Bachas. 
8. Amir Din, Farrash Bashi, Bedchamber. 
9. Muhamwad Alam Khan, Telephone clerk. 

10. Khasa Tarash (Barbers) . . .. 2 
11. C'hhatar Bardar . . . . .. 4 
12. Bulbul Parwas . . . . .. 3 
13. Bazwans .. . . . . . . 13 

Orderly OfFcers. 

1. Nadir Khan, General. 
2. Hashim Khan, Commandant of I Body-Guards. 
3. Mallmud Khan, Commandant of I1 Body-Guards. 
4. Ahmed Shah Khan, Commandant of I11 Body-Guards. 
5. Shah Wali, Commrlndant of I V  Body-Guards. 

APPENDIX 11. 

Establishment of Ulya Hazrat Siraj=ul=Khawatin. 
1. Mullammad Husain IChan, Sahib-i-Kar. 
2. Haji Shah Nawaz Khan, Sarishtadar. 
3. Doctors Ghulam Mullammad and Hafiz Gul nluhammzd, Compounder. 
4. iV1uhammad Uniar Khan, Orderly Colonel. 
5. Ghulam Nabi Khan, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
6. Suhrab Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi. 
7. Haji Asad IChan, Head Steward. 
8. Muhammod Azam Khan, Attar Bashi 
9. Rajab Bli Khan, Mewadar Bashi. 

10. Din Jfuhammad Khan, Cliaidar Bashi. 
11. Rlir Ahmed Khan, Assistant do. 
12. Muhammad Ali Khan, Farrasl~ Bashi. 

' 

13. Wali Muhammad Khan, Assista~lt Farrash Bashi. 
' 

14. Taj Muhammad Khan, ICabuchi Bashi. 
15. Mirza Bnhauddin Khan, Sardaft~r .  
16. Bbdul Aziz Khan 

'I 
jMirzas. 

17. Ahmed Jan Khan, and four others 
18. Muhammad Usman Khan . . 

" Lalas of the Amir's daughters. 
19. Haji Taj bfuhammsd Khan . . ..I 
20 ICsharbarclars . . . . .. 127 men. 



APPENDIX Ill. 

Establishment of Ulya Janab. 

1. hlirza Abdd Satar Khan, Sahib-i-Kar. 
2. Mirza Muhammad Ali, Sardaftar. 
3. Muhammad Azim . . . . . . >  
4. Abdur Itahman . . . . 
5. Ali Ahmed . . . . 
6. Hasan Khan . . . . . . . . 
7. Jamshed Khan, Sandukdar Ne-kdi. 
8. Din Rluhammcd Khan, Head Steward. 

: : i Mir-* 

9. Abdulla Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi. 
10. hk Ilhmrd, Mewadar Bashi. 
11. h a d  Khan, Chaidar Bashi. 
12. Sher Muhammad Khan. Farrash Bashi. 
13. Baba Faulad Khan, Kabuchi Bashi. 
14. Muhammad Ali, Jamadar and 66  Kaharbardars. 

APPENDIX IV. 

Establishment of Sardar Nasrulla Khan, the Naib-us=Saltanat. 

1. Mulla Abdul Majid Khan, Sahib-i-Kar. 
2. Abdul Husain Khan, Head Mirza. 
3. Khoja Muhammad Khan, Secretary. 
4. Muhammed Usman Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi and eight Peshkhidmats. 
5. Haji Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
6. Ghulam Sarwar Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi. 
7. Mirza Habibulla Khan, Sarishtadar. 
8. hluhammad Ismail Khan, Head Steward and 12 cooks. 
9. Ghulam Mohayyuddin, Abdar Bashi and 6 Abdars. 

10. dbdulla Khan, Chaidar Bashi and4 Cbardars. 
11. Rrthmat Khan, Mewadar Bashi. . 

12. Saipid -4shraf Khan, Farrash Bashi and 30 Farrashes. 
13. Ahmed Jan Khan, Head Rhansaman and 5 Khansamans. 
14. Sher Ml.diammad Khan, Orderly Kumedan. 

15. Mi Ahmed Khan . . . . 
16. Ari'am Jan . . . . 
17. A b h l  Samad Khan ... . . 
18. Rsmzau T i h n l l  ... . . . . Ghulam Bachas. 
19. ~lbdal  .Iziz. lillan . . . . 
20. IIir .lhme 1 Khan . . . . 
XI. Ab,:Inl H . ~ m i d  Khan . . 

::I 
, . 

22. Sher .Ih111e~l Khan . . . . . . 
23. :il;hulldz;ttia Abdul Alim . . 
21. dhdur l<azzaq . . . . 

::I 
25. .111d~11 SIajid . . . . . . 
36. hhtlr~r Kahluan . . . . 
27. Slier Jan  lchan . . . . 
28, ,31.,i!-id >Illhammad Khan . . . . 
29. Asaddla . . . . . . . . 

APPENDIX V. 

Esiablishrnent of Sardar Aminulla Khan. 
1. Xazar Sllcr A1l~~rled Khan, Sarlslltatlar. 
2. Mullammnd 12sh11n Khan Sandukdar Nakdi. 

3. Jlkll~amnlarl All Khan, JIirza. 
4. H~ramnddm, Hahim. 

5. Fakir JIul~arnmad Khan, Tailor. 
6. Ghula~rl .4li, Parrash Ba~111. 



7. Muhammad Ali, Khansaman. 
8. Abdur Rahim Khan, Chaidar Baahi. 
9. Ahmed Ali Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi. 

10. Ghulam Husain, Abdar Bashi. 
11. Abdul Hamid Khan, Lala-i-Sardar. 

APPENDIX VI. 

Establishment of Sardar Muhammad Umar Jan. 
1. Muhammad Hakim Khan, Sahib-i-Ear. 
2. Sultan Muhammad Khan, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
3. Muhammad Husain Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi. 
4. Muhammad Nabi, Chaidar Baahi. 
5. Badal Khan } Mirzas, 
6. Akhundzada 
7. Ghulam Bachas . . .. . 6 

APPENDIX VII. 

Establishment of Sardar Ghulam Ali Jan. 

1. Saiyid Sharf-ud-din Kban, Sahib-i-Kar. 
2. Muhammad Saiyid Iihan, Peshkhidmat Bashi and two Peshkhidmah. 
3. Muhammad Mir Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi. 
4. La1 Muhamniad Khan, Sandukdar Xakdi. 
5. Fakir Muhammad Khan, Head Steward. 
6. Muhammad Ali Khan, Lnla-i-Sardar. 
7. Abdul fIakim Khan, Tahvildar. 
8. Sultan Muhammad Khan, Head Steward. 

APPENDIX VIII. 
Establishment of Sardar lnayatulla Khan, the Muin-ul-Saltanat. 

1. Abdul Kadir Khan, Head Mirza. 
2. Muhammad Ali K h m ,  Kabuli . . 
3. Ghulam Husain Khan. . . . 
4. Rustam Ali Khan . . . . . . 
5. Abdul Aziz Khan . . . . 
6. Faiz h1uhammad Khan . . 
'7. Muhammad Ali Khan, Karabaghi : : 1 8. Akhund Ji Khan . . . . . . 
9. Abdul Habib Khan, Secretary. 

10. Hushiar Khan, Lala-i.Sardar. 
11. Abdul Ghafur Khan, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
12. Nazrab Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi, Farrash Bashi and Chardar Bashi. 

Chardars . . . . . . .. 6 
Farrashes . . . . . . . . 25 

13. Abdul Samad Khan, Mewadar Bashi and three Memadars. 
14. Muhammad Usman Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi. 

and 8 Peshkhidmats. 

15. Muhammad Yunis Khan, Abdar Bashi and two Abdars. 
16. Mullammld Raza Khan, Head IChansaman and four Khansamans. 
17. Abdul Ali Khan, Head Steward. 
18. Allmed Jan, Master Tailor and two tailors. 
19. Milhammad Sadik Khan, Photographcr. 
20. Ali Bakhsh . . . . 
21. Abdul Wahab . . . . . . 
22. Akram Jan . . . . 
23. Imam Bakhsh . . . . 
24. Abdur Rahim Khan . . . . . . 
25. Muhammad Sarwar Khan . . . . 
26. Adam Khan . . . . . . I  

27. Muhammad Alam Khan, Mir Shikar witb three Aslahdars. 



APPENDIX IX. 

Establishment of Sardar Hayatulla Khan. 
1. Mirza Muhammad Aslam Khan, Sarishtadar. 
2. Mir Abdur Rahman, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
3. Abdul Hakim Khan, Sandukdar Jinsi. 
4. Abdul Karim Khan, Peshkhidmat Bashi. 
6. Aiaha~i Khan, F'arrash Bashi. 
6. Khair Muhammad Khan, Mewadar Bashi. 
7. Muhammad Karim, Tailor. 
8. Saleh Jan, Abdar. 
9. Sher Jan, Chardar. 

10. AMul Ghias . . . . 
11. Muhammad Khan . . . . . . . . }~kinss. 
12. Abdulla Jan . . . . 
13. Aziz Ahnied . . . . 
14. Karim Jan . . . . . . . . Ghuhm Bachas. 
15. Sultan Muhammad . . . . , . 
16. Abdul Hakim . . . . . ::I . 
17. Muhemmad Ghani Khan, Lale-i-Glhulam Bachas. 

APPENDIX X. 

Establishment of Sardar Aman-ulla Khan, the Ain-us-Sultanat. 

1. Abdur Rashid Khan, Sahib-i-Kar. 
2. Brigadier Ahmed Jan, Councillor. 
3. Din Muhammad Khan, Lala-i-Sardar. 
4. Mirza Fakir Muhammad Khan, Sarishtadar. 
5. Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Sandukdar Nakdi. 
6. Sher Ahmed Khan, Sandukdar Jinei. 
7. Abdul Hakim Khan, Chardar Baahi. 
3. Saiyid-ud-din Khan Peshkhidmat Bashi and eight Peshkhidmats. 
9. Abdul Qaiyum, Ma~ter Tailor. 

10. N u  Abmed Khan, Farrash Bashi. 
11. Ahmed Jan, Head Khansaman. 
12. Muhammad Ismail . . . . 1 
13. Abdul Sattar . . . . . ' . ' jMirzss 

APPENDIX XI. 

LIST OF OFFICES AT KABUL. 

1. Muhammad Khan . . . . 
2. Agha Gul Khan . . . . : Mirms (chrks). 
3. Abdul Ghias Khan . . . . . . 

1. Muhammad Haehim Khan . . . . 
2. Abdul Aziz Khan . . . . 
3. Muhamaad Tahir Khan . . . . 
4. Haji Muhammad Akbar . . 
6. Muhammad Nabi Khan . . 

-. 1 
6. Abdul Rauf Khan . . . . . . 

1. Amir Muhammad Khan . . 
2. Chulam Nabi Khan . . . . ' ' } Mirm. . . 
1. Mirza Muhammad Hueain Khan, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalik. 
2. Mirza Abdul Ahmed Khan, Naib Muetaufi. 



D ~ m n n - 1 - T ~ a u ~ r r r u .  

1. Keko Moqin Khan. K*m!hash of Cl~andol ( K ~ b u l  citey) . . 
- - 7  t Nirxae. 

2. MU Husain, F~rsiwan of Chandol .. . , . . ..) 
D.~FT.~R-I-TAH\~ILAT. 

1. Nur Ahmad Khan, Farsiwan of Raghwa~l Kucha (Kabul) . . 
2. Muhammad Karim Khan, Tajik of Bsran . . 
3. Abdul Haki~u Oari . . . . 
4. Abdd Wahid Khan, Tajik of Kucha ~ i i  R a ~ a  Khan . . 

DAFTAR-I-TAHVIL-I-ATRAI, 
1. Mirca Sikandar Khan of Sih Dukan. 

DAFTAR-I-MMRUAT. 

1. Abdur Rahman, Tajik of Guaer Sher B ~ h a  Mirza-i-Kalan. 
2. La1 Chand . . . . . . . . . i ~ i r z a s .  3. Muhammad Amin Khan, Tajik of Baghwan Kucha , 

DAFTAR-I-WUJUHAT. 

1. Sardar Muhammad Yunis Khan Amin-ul-Wujuhat (or Zabit-i-Wujuhat). 
2. Miraa Kamruddin Khan, Amil-i-Wujuhat Niazi of Charasiah. 
3. Mirza Nur Muhammad Khan, Tajik of Icassab Kucha. 
4. Mirza Muhammad Mi Khan, Farsiwan of Chob Paroshi. 
6. Rahmdil Khan, son of Mu Jahandsr Kban (fatbsr-in-law of the late Amir), Tahsi]dar- 

i-Sair. 
6. Mirza Abdul Aci~ Khan of Kucha Sardar Jahan Khan, -44-i-Tahsilat-i-sah. 

1. Mmza M u  Ahmed Khan of Kila Kazi (brother-in-hw of Mirre M u h a m u d  Humin 
Khan, Mustaufi). 

1. Mir Ahmed Shah Khan, Zabit. 
2. Diwan Niranjan Dass, Amil. 
3. Haji Moman Khan. 
4. Haaan Ali Khan. 
5. Abdul Hakim Khan. 
6. Baz Muhammad Khan. 

1. Saiyid-ud-din, Kazi-ul-Quzzat 
2. Shah FaizuIla . , . . 
3. Mir Ahm5d . . . . . . 
4. Mulla Abdul Majid . . . . 
5. Saiyid Muhammad . . . . 
6. Shah Maluk . . . . . . 
7. Mir Hasan . . . . . . 
8. Shah Rasul . . .- . . 
9. Mulla Abdulla . . . . 

10. Mulla Saiyid Karim . . . . 
11. Mirza Abdul Haq . . . . 
12. Khoja A t b  Muhammad . . 

1. Mirza Abdul SaIam Sardaftar. 
2. Husain Khan, Miraa of Wardat. 
3. Abclul Khalik Khan, Mirza of Tahsil. 
4. Muhammad Ali, Mirza of Roznamcha. 
5. Sher Muhammad Khan, Mirza of Ikhrajat. 
6. Abdul Hasan Khan, Mirza of prko~lers (now he is himself in prison). 



DAPTAR-I-SAN-o-CHIEM. 

1. Brigadier Ahmed Jan. 
2. Muza Muhammzd Naki Khan, Sardaftar. 
3. Muhammad Jan . . . . . . . . 
4. Muhammad Akbar . . . . . . . . 
6. Abdul Aziz . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6. Saiyid Mohsin Agha . . . . . . . . 
7. Atta Muhammad . . . . . . . . 

::I . * Mirzas. 

8. Nur Ali . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9. Najaf Ali and 32 more . . . . . . . .. . \ 

DAFTAR-I-NIZAM. 

1. Muza Mahmud Khan, Amin-i-Nizam. 

1st Circle. 
Mirza Saiyid Rahim with 22 more Mirzas. 

2nd Circle. 
Mirza Gul Muhammad Khan with 22 more Mirzas. 

3rd C i f c k .  
Mirza Ghulam Muhammad Khan with 22 more Mirzas. 

4th Circk.  
Mirza Shahsowar Khan with 22 more Mirzas. 

DAFTAR-I-TALI~KHANA-I-FARSI AND A R ~ ~ I .  

1. Blaulvi Haji Abdul Razik Khan, son of Meulvi Abdul Khalik, ICashrniri by caste, of 
Kucha Snrdar Jallan Khan. 

2. Naulvi Abdul Rauf, son of Maulvi Abdul Wadud, Afghan of Rarava. 
3. Rlaulvi Gul Muhammad, Tokhi. 
4. Rlulla Abdur Rahman Akhundzada, son of Mulla Abdur Rahim, of Kucha Kazi. 
6. Rlulla Abdul Hayyi Akhnndzada of Kucha Kazi. 
6. IIulla Abdul Rahman and eight more Mullas. 

FOREIGN OFFICE. 
1. Nirza Ghulam Muhammad, Sardaftar and 12 more Mirzas. 

FOREIGNERS' OFFICE. 
1. Miria Fazal Ahmed. 
2. Mirza Kaus Khan, Parsi. 

WORKSHOP OFFIOE. 

1. Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Brigadier. 
2. Mir Hashim Khan of Indaki, Sardaftar. 
3. Ghulam Muhammad Khan . . . . . . . 4. Abdulla Jan  . . . . .. . . 
5. Saiyid Ahmed Khan . . ... -. . . . . 
6. Bab Din Khan . . . . .,. . . . . Mirzas. 
7. Taj Muhammad Khan . . . . . . 
8. Habibulla . . . . . . . . ... 
9. Saiyid Naarulla, cousln of Mir Hashim . . . . 

::I 
. . 

10. Saiyid Karim of Indaki . . . . . . . . 
SANDUK KHANA NAKDI. 

::I 
1. Colonel Ghulam Haider Khan, Khazanadar and 60 Sandukdars. 

SANDTJK KHANA JINSI. 
1. Nazar Muhammad Khan, Sandukdar and 25 Mirzas. 
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